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Referendum Report

NEXT THURSDAY IS Referendum Day.
Our Bishop asks that each- person
takes very seriously his/her
obligation in conscience to

get out and vote, having
carefully and prayerfully
considered the issue at stake.

: - THOSE WHO WANT
to make a last-ditch effort to
inform themselves are invited
to a re-showing of the video
"DIVORCE-IS IT THE SOLUTION TO
MARRIAGE BREAKDOWN 2"

I't will be shown on Tuesday
night at 8.00 P.M. in the Crypt.
Admission will again be free.
YOU ARE ALSO
invited to inform your
consciences at the Parish Book-
rack at the side door of the
Church. There you will find an
interesting variety of booklets,
related to the issues raised
oy the Referendum.

8 Guarantee from the Editor
IHIS CONCLUDES our coverage of
the Referendum. Whatever the
outcome, you will not hear
inother word about it. And
that's a promise !

Jur Pemultimate Edition

JEXT WeEEK SEES THE LAST Parish
sulletin until after the Summer
folidays. It will contain a
summary of the results of the
juestionnaire enclosed with the
-aster Dues Envelope, along

iith our response to them. So it
ould be useful if the few
remaining Dues Envelopes were
~eturned before then. Thank you.

notices

Feasts of the Week

MONDAY IS St. John's Eve,
because on Tuesday we
celebrate the birth of

St. John the Baptist, which
is an important feast.
Saturday next we remember
St. Irenaeus.

AND NEXT SUNDAY
is the Solemn Feast of Saints
Peter and Paul. There will be
special readings for that
day, so readers are invited
to collect the missalette in
the Sacristy.

For Your Information
OFFERTORY COLLECTION,

Sunday last, 15th June..f£ 965
The Peter's Pence Collection
will be taken up next Sunday.
That's our local church's
contribution towards the
running costs of the central
bureaucracy: iR Rome.

You May Have Noticed
OUR PARISH OFFICE-TO-BE looks
as if it is ready to open.
It has been nicely finished
of f on the outside. It has
been painted inside, and the
timberwork is being installed.
But there has
been one major hold-up. No
electric power. The E.S.B.
have not yet seen fit to
connect us up! Please say a
prayer that they will link
us up soon. Because we're
looking forward to having
the place blessed and opeir and
at your service. Can anyone
help ???

{
i
|
|
!

|
|
f
},

53
|

-

Ballineaspaig

Par

No.

ish Bulletin
42

@ SUNDAY 22ND

“\

%
- )< -

JUNE,'86.@

k._

B g
'rChurch of the Holy Spiril

Denneliy ‘s Cross, Cork.

PASTORAL TEAN

PRIESTS:

Rev., DENIS O'ConNoR PP, ... 42912
Rev. TapnG O MatHuNA S.C.. .. 41372
REY. BERNARD CoTTER C.C. ... 41814
*EmERGENCY NuMBER........ ..362906
SISTERS:

ReEv. S1STER FRANCES. . ... ... 41316
Rev. SISTER BREMDAN. .. .. ... 41316

THE REFERENDUM

At the moment divorce is banned in Ireland
by Article 41.3.2 of the Constitution. The
Government proposes to change this by
deleting Article 41.3.2,

WHAT YOU
CAN DO

Make sure that you, your family and friends
get out 1o the polls and vote. This referendum
is an opportunity for the Irish people to have
a say in the kind of society we want in this
country. Use it
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- ' " sAn Oifig Dheoiseach

Diocesan Office
Tigh an Eagpaig, Bishop’; House
Bothar Ri na hAoine Redemption Road,
€orcaigh Cork

My Dear People,

NEXT THURSDAY, each one of us is being asked to
decide vhether divorce should be enshrinmed in our Constitution.
I have no wish to dictate to you how you should vote,
but, as your Bishop, I fesl bound to clarify some points
which this debate may have clouded.

1. WHATEVER CIVIL LAY MAY DECIDE, for Catholics marriage is
to one person and forever. Civil divorce cannot change that
solemn committment before God.

THCSE WHO GET A CIVIL DIVCRCE CANNCT RE-MARRY IN CHURCH.
If I did not point this out to you, I would be deceiving you,
and disloyal to the teaching of Christ.

2. I AM WELL AWARE that some marriages do break down. Such cases
deserve genuine concern and compassion, which can be shown in
many practical ways. In the proposed Amendment, divorce is being
put foruard as the only adeguate soluticn.

HAVING LIVED AND WORKED IN AMERICA, where divorce is freely
available, I AM CONVINCED THAT I7 IS A FALSE SOLUTION.
I have seen, at first hand, how it gives rise to even greater
suffering and pain, especially for weomen and children.

3. I HAVE NOTICED THAT IN THIS DEBATE, little mention has been
made of the effect of divorce on the children. ,
AS THE INNCCENT VICTIMS, THEY ARE DESERVING CF CCMPASSICN.
They have no say in the outcome of this Referendum, yet, it is
their lives and their futures which aré especially at stake.

4. THIS REFERENDUM HAS BEEN PLAYED UP, politically, as a:
ccnfroptation of Church and Stats.

I TRUST YOU WILL NOT SEE IT IN THAT LIGHT. I trust you will
Ccnsider very seriously the damage which divorce would certainly
do to families, to children and to the whole of society.

I AM CONVINCED THAT THIS AMENDMENT WCULD WEAKEN rather than
strengthsn MARRIAGE AND THE FAMILY. It would damage, rather than
protect, the genuime rights and well-being of both spouses
and children.

I AM CONFIDENT that you, as respon51ble people,
will bear in mind that how you vote on Thursday will affect
not only you, but your childrem and your children's children.

I AM CONFIDENT that you will take very seriously
your obligation in conscience to get out and vote, that you will
ccn51der carefully and prayerfully the issue at stake, and
that yhur decision will earn you the gratwtude of future
generatiaons.

FINALLY, I ASK YOU TG PRAY that the Holy Spirit
may gu1d= all voters in the choice they are being czalled cn
to make ‘in this Referendum.
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+ Michael,

Bishop of Corle & Do



