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'An 0trrg Dheoiseach

T[h an Eas!"ry,

Mttrar Rina hAoinc
€orcaigh

"{:,'
R

Ah.'i. i

Diocesan Officc

Bishop's Housc

Redemptbn Road,

Cork

Ld5ts5

in
being

IAA

ffy Dear People,

NEXT THURSDAY, eaqh one cf us i s being asked to
decide uhether divorce should be enshrined in rur constitution.
I have no uish lo dictate r-o you hou you should vote,
but, as your Bishop, I feel bound to clarify some points
t::hich this debate may have clouded.

1. trJHATEvEii civll LAl.lJ [Y]AY DECTDE, for catholics marriage is
to one person and forever. CiviI divorce cannot change that
solemn committnent before God.

THCST trJHO GET A CIVIL DIVORCE CAj\NCT RE-tytARRy IN CHURCH"
If I .jid not point this out to you, I uould be deceiving you,
and dislnyal to the teachinq of Christ.

2" I AtYl LiJ[LL A"iJARE that some marriages do break doun. such
deserve genuine concern and compassion, uhich can be shoun
many practical ujays. In the'proposed Amendrnent, divorce is
put foruard as the only adequate soluticn.

HAVIi';G LIVED AND IJORKID IN A|4ERICA, uhere
available, I Ai]]' C0NVINCED TFiAT iT IS A FALSE
I have seen, at first hand, hou it gives rise
suffering and pairr, especially for uomen and

divorce is freely
SOLUTION 

"to even greater
children.

3. I HA\JE NCIICTD THAT I|tI THIS DEBATE, l.it,tle mention has been
rnade of the effect of divotce on the children.

AS IFT INNOCTI\T VICTIIYIS, TI-.IEY ARE DESERVIi\G OF CC|IPASSION.
They have no say in the oulcome of this Referendum, yet, it is
their l-ives and their futures r.rhich are especiail-y at stake.

4. THIS IEFEREIDUI!] HAS EEEN PLAytD Up, politicalty, as a'
ccnfrontation of Church and State.

I TRtsr YOu UJILL NOT 5E[ IT Iili rHAT LIGHT. I trust ycu urilr
ccnsider vgry seriousry the damage rrihich divorce rr.iould certainly
do to families, to children and to the uhole of society.

r Atvl iONVIl\ctD THAT THIS Amt\DmENT rrJcuLD I.TEAKEN rather than
stiengtf-en wiARRIAGE AND THE FAiytILy. It uould damaqe, rather thanprotect, the genuine rights and r.rrell-being of both spouses
and chiIJren.

I AtYl C0NFIDEI\I that you, as responsible people,
uill bear in mind that hou you vote on Thursday r,rill affect
not only you, but your childrerr and your childrenrs chirdren.

I Atvi C0NFIDEIJT that you uill take very seriously
your obrigation in conscience to get out and vote, that you uill
ccnsider carefully and prayerfully the issue'at stake, and
that y'C,r.rr decision r.,.ri11 earn you the grati.tude of future
generaticns.

may, guide all voters in the choice they are being called cnto make .in this Referendum.

+ Michael,
BtShoo rf Cna,< t. D^::


