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Joint Duy of Prayer for peace
in Northern Ireland

0N THE 0CCASION of rhe feasr of
the Apostle of Ireland, CathoJ_ics
in Ireland, England, Wales and
Scotiand will join together in
prayer:.

fn their St. patrickrs Day 1989
mcssage, the bishops of Ireland
remind us that St. patrick's mess_
age was one of fcrgiveness, p"ua""
;ind rcconciliaticn

Il their appeal, rhey specif_
ica11,'r address their words'to the
men of vicilence...ttViolence hasfailed cornpletely to achieve whatir purport.s to achieve. Instead1t has led lo distrust, suspiclon
and heartbreak.t' They present
statist,ics for the iwenty years
since "the troubiestr staitlA in
Norfhern Ireiand - 2,70A people
ki1led, nearly ten times u" rnnny
in;ured, 50,000 driven from their
homes.

"Today we look t.o St. patrlck
as the one who unites all our
people.tt

Message from
+Tomds Cardi::al d Fi.i.f,
+Desnond Connell
+Joseph'Cassidy
*Dermot Clifford.
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pr-e*;fer-t,l''1

Sible Study

JERUSALEI{, THE R0YAL Ciry of David,
was the cent.re of ihe religlous and
civil existence of the people r:f
Israel for 1u0C0 years. I{ere, in
rhe Tenple buj lt by Da..'id's sDn,
3ol onon, 'ras housed the Ark cf the
Covenanl and t-he temple was consid-
ere4 a hol y: place whe::e Sod .was

particularly present-. Thruughout
che period of monarchy, the people
ignored propheric Lhreats of
Jerusalemrs destruction unless they
followed God's wa]'s" The Babylon-
ians eventuallv destroyed it and
stripped it of its treasures.
israel in exile was desolate and
the prophetsr message became one
of hope of a Messiah to restore
Jerusalem which becane the synbol
of contacl between God and nan,
the point from r+hich salvation
radiates and a sign of God's
enduring fidelity.
"Your sun will set no more- nor
your noon vdane.
Yahweh wili be your everlasting
light and your days of mourning
will be ended." Isaiah 60220

;prft*€*
S tsibi*s that are iailing apaft.are

S usijaiil'' reac by people that aren't.
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ffiIETTERs
H
6 Bishopscourt

Wilton
Rd.

Dear Fr. Cotter,
I would like to comment on a

recent Bulletin item on Baptism.
I think that I would probably

be understating the position if I
were to say thaL this view of
Original Sin is a completely new
approach to fundament,al Catholic
teaching. "

I had always understood
Original Sin to have originated
with Adam and Eve. Now I find
that it is of much more recent
origin, credited to St. Augustine.

I take that which has been
published to be the contemporary
official view and have no diffi-
culty with it - how an all loving
and merciful God could have foistedr0riginal Sin' on an infant aluays
left me guessing.

What I do take issue with
however is the manner of in which
these new views of Catholic teach-
ing are 'leaked' to the 1aity.
Why is there an apparent- lack of
courage in bringing the Good News -
lets hear more of itl

Yours sincerely,
K. 0'Mahony

I

. You realize of course that
have knocked the bot-tom out of
second-hand Catechism markeL l

K.0'M.

28 Church View Est.
Ba11incol1ig

Dear Karisma,
You cantL force people

to sing. We all know that. But
some people would love to join
in....if they had the words of the
songs I

Fr. Kenny made some
chiding remarks last Sunday to
both you, the Group, and to the
congregation about singing ttfrom

t.he heartrt. I think there's food
for thought ln what he said.
Perhaps you should review your
perception of your mission in the
Sunday liturgy. The whole idea
behind the rrfolk grouptt movement
in Church was in reaclion to t.he
traditional choirs. People felt
th.ey couldn't join in with these
ftprofessionaltt singers - and their
hymns seemed a 1itt1e out of date.
The folk group gave those people
who wanted to sing the opportunity
to sing meaningful songs. It was
never meant- to become a ttperform-

ance tt.

Dontt get me wrong -
beautiful harmony, excellent
musicians and beautiful solos all
have their place in church. But
the main mission of the folk group
must be to encourage people -
expecially t.hose who want t.o - to
sing God's praise.

Can you just imagine
the beautiful sounds of Kari-sma's
singers and musicians being joined
by 100 or so people in the congre-
gation? I'm sure the Lord would
be pleased.

Keep up the good work
and 1et the people sing

Yours sincerely,
Francis Kel1y

P.S
you
the

Don',t l(eep the faith - spreao it.
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BAPTIS}1

ITS MEANING, ITS SYMBOLISM.
Jesus himself put his ttimprimatur"
on the ritual of Baptism by becom-'
lng part of it. When Jesus went
down into the water of the Jordan
he was symbolically going down into
the grave. When he emerged from
his Baptism the Spirit descended
upon Him. In a word, the Baptism
of Jesus is a ritual enactment of
hls death and resurrection. Jesus
used the baptismal figure of speetr
hlmself. Speaking to James and
John, he said, "Have you the'
strength to drink of the cup I am

to drink of, to be baptised with
the baptism I am to be baptised
with?'r (Mark l0:38).

The strong biblical t.heme here
is of Wat.er and the Spirit. Water
carried the double image of death
and life. We recall such images
as tidal waves, floods - waters of
chaos, signifying death. The
prophet Ezekiel supplied the life
irnage: t'I will sprinkle water
upon you.... and you sha11 be my
people and I sha11 be your God".

The New Testament frequent"ly
refers to Baptism and its mean-
ing: "A new birth"(John 3:5).

ttBaptism enlightenst' (Hebrews
624) Here we see the significance
of the lighted candle.ItBaptism makes a person a sharer
in Christ." (1 Peter 2)

Baptlsm then is a real commit-
ment, one which would be understood
better in the context of adult
Baptism - next week's subject.

Elsie Harri-s

..Mbr,*irn ?LfllYTi
WHAT A RELIEF to see the Euro
Environment Ministers Itacting on
Impulse" (and all the other prod-
ucts containing CFCs) I At long
lastl One way we can all help is
by banishing spray-cans from
our homes.

n\++4+4+1\+

THE ARRIVAL of Lhe film ''The Acc-
usedrr opens a can of r.rorms that
has been tightly sealed for too
long in thls country.

The crime of rape needs to
be recognised for what it is: a
most violent crime againsl women
and children. Rape Crisis Centres
struggle on paltry grants Lo prov-
ide counselling and 1egal aid to
victims.

Why is fighting this crime
such an uphi1l battle ? Could rhe

powers-that-be STILL hold the
Victorian view, that if a woman is
raped, shets ttasking for ittt ?

f41\+?F+++'f

WITH THE MOCK Inter and Leavings
under way, itts a suitable time to
consider the question of grinds.
Itts easy to understand why par-
ents would want the best for their
offspring, but wherets it all
going to end ?

Aren't schoolbooks dear
enough ? What about all those who
simply can't afford grinds ? It's
time parents demanded a better
deal from the system.

We could make a start in this
parish by not advertising grinds
in our bulletins ano directories.
Free education, how are ye ?

RUTH

Our nonthly Book Review is being
heTd over untiT our Parish Library
opens (very soon, we hope'.)
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Renembering St. Patrick
FRIDAY NEXT. 17th Marcb, our
National Patron's Day, will be
a Holyday of Obligation. Mass
on Thursday at 7.30p.m. and on
Friday morning at 9, 10, 1l and
T2.15

Since, like Christmas Day, the
feast will be a public holiday,
there wiil be no evening Mass.

Bulletins to the Homes

Sf March. Accordingly, we ask
your help in distributing the
Bulletins to the homes. As with
March 1988, the Easter Dues envel-
opes will be sent out at the same
time.

Dos na Gaeilge_oirf. . .
BEIDH AN AIFREANN i nGailge agus
Be-ar1a an Domhnach seo chugainn
aranaoiachlog.

Cork Parkinsons Support Groun
at

the Sacred Heart Hal1, Western Rd.
at 3.30 p.m.

Ministers of the Word

@g in theHoly
Week ceremonies (including Palm
Sunday) are asked to collect their
special Easter rotas on the altar
rails after Mass.

Supporl the Scoutsl
ffiS Unit Scouts -
Fashi-on Show Imperial Hotel on
Tuesday 14th March, admission f5in aid of tents for annual camp.
Tlckets from B. Murphy (317168)
and J. Hurley (965331).

Fifth Week of Lent
@ ro Thursday
this week will be at 7.30a.m.,
9.00a.m. 10.00a.m. and 7.30p.m.

our
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, Frid-ay night.
You can sti]l pick one uo todav

ar cne doors ot lhe Church or inttreffi
We ask you to be completely

honest about the Mission, for you.
Your reactions will decide our
next Missionl

Please return the questionnaire
os suurr osfrssrote - rdeatlv

-

rooay. --fsummary of those retur_
ned by Tuesday w111 be published
in next week's Bu11etin.

Hol_y Week Begins...
ffirch, is pllm
Sunday. The three principal
Masses on that day wi1.1 be-
specially Solemn (ie. the 7.30p.*.
I1.00 and I2.15)' Palms wil 1 be blessed at the
doors of the Church,and the Gospelof Christrs entry into Jerusalem
read. Then the priest and repre_
sentatives of the people will
process up the Church with pa1ms,
re-enacting the event of the day.

Also, several speakers will
participate in the Gospel at
those three Masses, which will
descri-be the Passion according toSt. Luke-

BECAUSE PALM SUNDAY is such a
special day, the feast of St.
Joseph is moved to Saturday l8th
March for this year only. Masses
at 9.00 and 10.00a.m.

-

Dav Of Praver
THE P00R CLARES i-nvite all rheir
friends ( Ie. all parishionersl )to joln them in prayer, this Sun-
day. There wi-11 be Exposition of
the Blessed Sacrament all day,
fron after 10 Mass to 5.00 P.M.

OTICE EO"fIRD


