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BY NOW most people have received
or sent Christmas cards. We have
alsno hought gifes that we want to
share with people close to us,
These signs of caring and sharing
arg o much part of Christmas and
also a necessary part of it, to
heighten our awareness that Christ
asked us to care {er and share
with others,

Christmas is above all a time
al goodwill; people make an
effort to reach out to others,

It is a Christian feast and that
means it must also be a spiritual
ang, We should trv to allow
Christ have a special place in
our own lives and in the lives
of cur Families and communiiv.

CHURCH
MIDNIGHT MASS at 12,00,

Wednesdawv, 25th:
MASS:

Anoual Dawn Mass at 8 a,.m.
.00, 10,00, 11,00, 12,135,

Thursday 26th:
Mass: 9.00, 10,00 and 7.30 p.m.

During the pasl year most of
us mav have had a quarrel with
a Tamily member, friend or
neighbour, Forgiveness is a
power ful statement of Christ's
presence in our lives., To make
this Christmas a joyful one,
full of the spirit of goodwill,
lats nuw, through rhe presence
af Christ in our midst, offer
forgiveness to those we have
fallen out with.

We can also use the next few
days to reconcile curselves with
God ., We will be hearing
confessions — why now allow the
healing power of Christ, who is
aver prescnt in our warld, Bbe
also part ol our lives.
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TIMETABLE

Mondaw 23kd:

MASS: 9.00 and 10,00 a.m.

CONFESSTONS: 12-1% 4-5,
PEMANCE SERVICE: 7.30 p.m.

Tuesday 2&the

Mas5: Q.0 and 10,00 a.m.
CONFESSIONS:  11-1:  G3-%0
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Dear Ediror,

Chrislians everywhare
celebrate Christmas, At least
we have that much in common with
other religious dengminations,
The sight of the Infant in the
Crib cur= through all manmade
harriers,

But Jesus Christ dida'r
just appear on earth, He was
born of the Virgin Mary, who
was # human being, elevated to
becoming Mathetr of God made Man
by the power of the Holy Spirit.
Surely rhen she is part of Chrisr-
mas alsn, Try to imagine the
plight of a voung pregnant lass
being carted by an animal over
rouph Cerrain ar a snail's pace,
perhaps for days, with faithfel
Jogeph leading Che wav. Then,
@, the end of a painful journey
end with 2l doors closed to
them, lonely and frightened,
miles Trom home, family apd
friends, in despair and desper-
aticn, Timally having to crawl
into a cave and nestle among
animals, to give birth to her Son.
The anguish she felr then can
anly have been surpassed by her
ardeal vears later when she
fellowed that Son as he carried
a cross to Calvary = Lhen zrood
at the [oot ol that cress watching
nim heing crucified far the
salvation of mankind.

How could anv man call himself
truly Christian who does not find
some place in his heart for the
Mether of Jesus Christ?

GCod knows we owWwe her that
much.

Hincerely,

name and address with
Fditor.

THANK GOD YOU
CAN SEE

Anyone who has ever watched a
blind person megotiate our fool-
patrhs and roads with their Crusted
dog will be full of admiralico

for their skill and determination,

But have vou ever seen Che
confusion cauwsed by that car or
van ot lorry parked, or half-
parked, on the Toogpath? Closc
your eyes and try o visualise
it: GCob the picture? So let's
411 he more couslderate towards
the unsighted and "Park Pretrily’
- on the roadll  Did vou keoow
that it's the nonly LEGAL way o
park?

You might work of f some of the
turkey, Foo, by cutting back
those over-hanging hranches.

Tt's no fun to be poked in Che
face by one of Chem oo 4 dark
night. Fut if wou 1live in
permanetl da1kness ; }uu will
cut them back, won't you?

Thanks.

RAPFISM

Wa weleome into our Christian
COnmuUnLity

SEAN MICHAEL O'DONDVAR,
on the 9th Hovember,
EFLCI MEGAN DE CATIRE and J¥ES5TCA
LEE DE CAIZF, baptised on 2Znd
Nowvembet .

COTM BLCIHARD CARROLL,
on 3th November,
ARREN PATRICK WALSH,
an 3th Nvoember,
KEITH DAVID DAMIEL 07 BDONOVAN,
baptizsed on 13rh December.
AN1FE MARTA BOTTIMER, baptised
on l4th December,

haptised

baptized

baptisead



FAT "HUMBLE PIE" FOR YOUR CHRISTMAS DINNER...

Christmas is a time for living,
for piving, tor caring, for shar-
ing, for loving, and for heing
laved, It con be a Lime of great
joy, of family reunion, of visit-
ing friends.

Christmas for children is Santd
Claus, the crib, presents, putt-
ing vp the tree, decoratians,
getting up im the early haurs of
Christmas morning - one could po
win Forever.

Unfortunately, there is another
gide to this coin. For some it
iz & time of unbearable lonsliness
and sadness. Feminlscences are
not tinged with happiness and joy,
but with billerness and sadness.

[t is alzo unfortunate that
this season of glving, caring,
loving and joy will also he a
season of killing on the roads,
of fires and domestic tragedies,
of sad and heart-rending and
zsometimes vialent [amily rows.

It is a4 fact that rhere is an
upsurge in all of thesa problems
at thiz time of the year. In
quite a lot of cases, excessive
drinking of alcohpol is associated
with the problem.

1f you are drinking, do so 1n
moderal ion. [f vou are the host
don't force people to drink i€
thev don't really want to.

I[{ vou are drivine, don't drink.
[f vou are drinking, don't drive.
Dun't let drink mess up vour

Christmas, your tamily's Christ-

mas, your friends' Christmas.

Den't start ar get involved din
arguments or rows ab home or @15
where - again drink is olten
involved. Fat "HAumble Pie" lor
your Chrisrmas dinner in
|J]'Efi.'!'l'_“l'l-l_'-'E' to a raw,

Un the roads be cazreflul amd
considerate, let someone else
take that space in lrvont of wvou.
[T they make a mistake - so what?
Cive them a break. We all make
mistakes sometimes, We are all
glad of being shown a little
tolerance. Don't speed,

Il wou have iallen out with
someone - family or friend or
eilenly - Chis 15 Che Cime o extend
the hand af friendship - don'r
wait .,

IT vou know someone who 15 sad,
lonely, =sick, elderly ar alone
rhiz Chriscmas - can YO do same-
thing o make their Chriztmas a
lirtle happier, a tittle brighter,
a little more meaningful?

Twa useful suggestions as
Christmas presents - & CYCZLING
HELMET or A SMOKE ALARM.

Finally, be carefu! with the
drink, he careful with the [ire,
be careful on the roads; don't
[ight with anvone, hut most of
all ENJOY vourszell in the brue
SpITit of Christmas.

Happr Christmas.

Carda Michael Haydon
Community Police Dilicer

]

Wi extend sinceres sympathy to
MES. KLTTY COUGHLAN, Magazine
Road, an the death af her mother.

Whae .:uﬂl'u’ﬂn'mﬁ to dhe Loast of
My brotiters, tﬁ-ﬂtﬂﬂwﬁ wiks e

- flin?
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Christmas (or Evervone

A Cassette recalling the Starv of
Christmas with biblical readings,
poetry, prose and music wich a
special children's cholce
arranged and presented by Claire
0'Aalloran with Mairin Prender-
past , Sinead O'Shea, Michael
Murphy, ©Colm 0'Halloran and
children Beasa Kelly, Stephen
Kelly and Evelyn Grant - Flute.
Frice ©3. Further information
at 0.P, Centre,

Midnight Ma=zs _
Prior to Mass, Karizma will sing
a selection ol Christeas carols.,

YMasg for the Bick
Fellowing the very successiuyl
Mass, a very sincere 'Thank You'
to all those who put their cars
at the disposal of the houwsebound,
those who baked and made sand-
wiches and rhose who helped with
serving and wash=-up altarwards,
We would alsa 1ike ta thank
Dearbhla O'Kelly, Elizaharh
Holland, Anne-Marie Kelly,
Marguerite White, Claire Rooney,
Aoife Floyd, Sdobhan Mordarty and
Cathy Murrav - they all helped to
prepare the Crypt and to make the
accasion such a success,

Ministers of the Bucharist

The rota for 1992 is now ready
tor collection on the sancruary
raila.

Rishopstown Scouts ¢5.4.1.)
fouth Leaders needed.,  Are you
interested in working with young
lads?  We need you, Experience
4 help but not essential.

Flease phone 384337,

L=t
Gold chaln braceler on 16Gth
Movember in Wilton Gardens.

Cantact 541970, RIEWART.

‘Arnrnouricernents

Diacesan Directary
There's no POLD in Janwarwy, but
the Miocesan Mrectary will be
ont o the 4thfSth Janwary,
LGreat value at E@, it includes
information ocn every parish,
= Confirmation dates
- Comprehensive phone number 1ist
- Cuide to social and caring
seryvices
- 1992 calendar, detailing all
the Sundavs ol the year
{handy for readers, etc.)
- May of the dicceszes
- Coplour-coding and indexes,
to make it easy to Find what
WOl need,

Beminder

Don't (orgel the Carol Service at
7.30 p.om. on this Sunday night.
An occasion not to be missed,

FLEASE COME.

-1 DONT KNOW WHO SHE IS, BUT
HE CERTAIMLY PACKS 'EMIN | | .




