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My dear friends,

There 1z a beawriful Christian
tradition that God =ends everybody
into the world with a special
message to deliver — a special
song to 3ing - a special love o
share, Nobody else can speak my
message, 3ing my song, offer my
love - it's all special to me,

At Chis holy time of Christmas
we Tecall that God so loved the
world that He senl His only Saon
5o that we might have life through
Nim. O this blessed Christmas
morning wa thank the Lord for His
goodness o us.

We in the Parish Team readily

acknowledge Chat yvou have been an
ingpiration ta us in our work
Among you. Your welcome has
warmed our world and brightened
aur lives, We Lhank vou for
this = spread it around - nobady
plse can sing ¥your Song, give
your messape, bestow your love.

We remember 1n particular at
this time our very Special
Friends - the sick and housebound -
and a1l who are uwunable to join
their families at this time, We
extend a warm welcome to all who
are hame Tor Chrisrmas. e
redember you all in our prayers.

May Christmas 1991 be a peace-
ful, memorable, and bappy time for
all of vou - and may you be £illed
with jov of the Infant Jesus
Himself.

Vary sincerely,
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Dear Bulletin Readers,

Jn behalf aof the Bulletin Team
[ wish all our readers a happy
Christmas.

In the past year we had [o part
with Tr., Bernard - although he
still keeps in tpuch wirh us,
Fortunately, Fr. Finbary has
volunteered 1o come to our meel-
ings and be our confact with the
Farizh Team - and see ihat we
don't stray too far from the
atraighr and narrow!

We are delighted too that Colm
Linghap has joiped wus, hrionging
with him a breath of vouth,

Az usual, T am taking this
oppertunity to thank all whe are
invoelved in the Bulletin - in
Lotal abeut 1500 And thanks to
wvou, our readers, [or vour wery
welcame words of support and
encouragement .

Yours sincerely,

Pl Heierls




COMMENT

PMEDIA COMMENT kv "LUKE"

JUHN HUME was recently quoted in
the media as saying, "Let us try
to usher in a new and Kinder era
in the affairs of our country, of
our cantinent and our world,"

Who would guibkble with these
aspirations this Christmas-time?
In the northern part of our

islard the hate and bittemess,
the maiming and the killing
contine relentlessly. =
thristians profess to be a peace-
ful pecple, a people of hope.
Are we really?

In Europe the sarlier promise
of 2 peaceful and economically
sornd future seems tarnished with
want and misery in so many countr-
ies which so recently celebrated
their release from the yoke of
mw 1 R R

In the Middle East rthe tensicn
and the fighting continue despite
efforts at mediaticn. Until the
whole Palestinian question is
addressed and justly settled,
there can be no peace in the
Middle East.

Part of the pochlem is that we
have all been taken in by the
intensive Tsrasli propagands for
most of the past half-century,
The typical Jew/Isra=li is secn
as imduskricus, spunky amnd has a
right to his hareland: the
Eypical Arab/Palestinian as lazy,
shifty, with no right to be there
in £he first place,

In fact, there are some Four
million Palestinians and many of
them were driven cut of their
horelard, Palestine, where they
had lived long before the modern
State of Israel was forced upon

them, Many of them now live in
tented willages in Jeordan, in
Fuwait, on the West Bank, in Gaza
and the Sinai, in Syria and the
lehbanen, They, too, have a
right to a homeland which might
wall be a shared homeland with
thowse Jews whe wish to live in
Palestine,

At the time of the recent
Madrid Peace Conference many Jews
in Israel demcnstrated for peace
ard reconciliatiom, Their
leaders, as so often in the past,
contbinue on their arrogant and
aggressive path, Perhaps it is
time that the eyes of the world
ara opened to the fact that the
State of Tsrael is not the
Promised Iand of the Jews of old.
Tt is home also to many millicns
of Arabe who have a right to live
in peace there,

Perhaps, at this special time
in the Holy lard, we might all
pray for peace in the Middle East,
in Burcpe and in our own land.

I wish you peace, jov and
happiness this Christmas,

S CVPY Y
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Tn the African Jungle some
tribes have witch dootors
who chant magic spells to
cure sick people. They also
perform special dances which
they hope will hring rain
during dry spells and they
dance to the neat of drums.
They often send messages on
thess drums.

On Christmaz Eve, when Santa
was delivering toys round
the world, he came upon a
witch dockor who was pound-
ing awey at his drm.

"What i= the prohlem, my
friernd" asked Santa.
"There's no wakter" answeared
the witch doctor.

"So you are drumming for
rain" said Santa,

"ot at all" replied the
witch doctor "I'm brying
to call the plumberl"
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TEENAGE PAGE

WHAT DOES CHRISTMAS
MEAN?

For me Christmas iz a time of
togetherness and a time to get Lo
know one another. It is also a
time of [aorgiveness, giving and
sharing. Chrigtmag 1s one of
the best times for forgiveness
bacause Jesus is born, le is
starting our his life free from
gin and if we forgive we can go
alang with Him, [ also feel
that Christmas is a time of Peace
and Tranquility. Spare a thought
thouph for all those voung people
away from home who don't have the
money to come back for Christmas.

by Carol O'Leary

CITY CHILD

[ woke up that morning, it was no
different from any other morning
for me. [ got dressed and walked
down the strest. Lights and
decarations lit up Lhe whole af
Covk City. The hitrer cold wind
cutting through my bones stole the
meagre energy I possessed,  Will
I have anvthing to eat today?
Evervone stares at me in my =hahby
tlarhes resting loosely on my
shivering body. Sometimes [ wish
I was 1ike them, "Them" rhey all
seem sa [ar away like a different
species living a different exist-
Ence. At least thev matter. [
could die in the morping and ne
ane waould know the difference
except for the rats who scutter
round the putters where | sleep,
Oh, of course it pets better at
Christmas and then I'm just
another stastistic for the next
gleven months.
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HOW CLEVER ARE YOU?

If you can answer all the quest-
ions you are very clever, A
prize will be piven for the first

cortect answering of all guestions.

l.

2,

-

In which Bock of the Bible
dogs it recount about Abel's
killing of Cain?
Two fathers and two sons each
shot a duck and none of Chem
shot the same duck., Only 3
ducks were shot. Explain.
A Karry farmer had 22 cows.
A1l but 10 cows were killed
bv lightening. How many had
she left?
The number of apples in a
karrel doubles every minute.
The barrel 1s full of apples
in an hour, When was the
barrel half-full?
A man is at the bottom of a
well 30 [t, deep, Ile has
trouhle gerting out as his
ladder is broken. Each day
he gets up 3 fr, bur slips
back 2 ft. When will the man
reach the top aof the well?
in old Corkonian and a young
Corkonian are walking along
Patrick 5t. The voung man is
the old man's san, but the
aold man is not the young man's
father. [Is there some mix up?
4 man has 2 minutes in which
to catch a train and 2 kms.
to go, I[ he Lravels Che
first km. at a speed of
A0 kmfhr, at whar rate must
ke go the Znd km.in order to
catch the train?
T N e A
0 o B B oo
IT 1t cost= 3p to hreak a link
al the chain and 10p ta weld

it again, what iz the least ir

would cost to foin in & single
length of chaia the five
sections A3 shown?

10,

The equation in Roman Numerals
ig not correct XI + 1 = X.
Make the equation correct
without touching anything.

There was a Curate, a Sacris-
tan, an Drpanist and an Alrar
Bov. Their names {not in
this order) were Finharr,
Charlie, John and Denis.
Finbarr and the Sacristan did
not get on with John, but
Charlie got on well with the
Altar Boy. John was a cousin
af the Organist and the Curate
was friendly with Deris and
the Altar Boy, Put the
correct names on the Curate,
Sacristan, Organist and Alrar
Bay,

HE‘LTHE ---------------- kA h+ Bt
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411 entries should be left in
the C,F, Centre by Sunday, 5th

January,

1992,

"1 SEE THE SEASO® OF PEACE AND
GIDODWILL S ALMOST LIPQM WS . . °
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ACTOSS

¥ine Day Devotions {7}
Part of our THocese (&)
Female Christian Worker {2)
God loves these....c.ce. (6]
Our esteemed Pditor (3)
Bannar (67

Speech (7]

. The Parigh that borders

eloven others (12}

. We had one of these this

vear (7]

. The Almighty {33
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411 entries should be left in _hf?— &ﬁ
L,

the C.P. Centre by Sunday, Sth
1992,

Down

1.
&

3.
5

B
a2.
10.
[2.
13.
14,
1%.

Papal Envoy (6]

12 . Tth century Theol-
ogian (%) & [ 4)

Band of light (3]

€mall branch, of holly,

say (5}

Between 12 and 20 (4)
Chost (6]

The reasons for Confess-
ion (&}

Sep 2 Down.

Corona L4}

Hymn {4

What all lirtle children
zhaould be at Christmas VA
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CLNCD FEL,

FCOR U5 here in Cork, the lights in
Patrick Strest and Wilten Shopping
Cetitre create an air of festivity.
The mood of people before Christ-
mas is one of joy and goodwill.

I spent sevean of the past twalve
Christmas seasons in the shanty
town of Toujillo, Peru.

For the poor who live in Peru
Christmas is a8 one-day celebrat-
iecn, The reason for this is
that living is a day-te-day
survival exercise., To create an
atmocephers of jov in most parishes
there is a contest between
'Pastores", ie., the shepherds,
T™e different groups within the
parish present their traditiconal
Christmas hymns and dances. They
dress in their native costurss,

Christmas Eve with midnight
Mass is the highlight, and it
goes on for hours. The reason
for this is not the semonii), hut

once again the Pastores coms arnd
dance before the crib and offer
to the child Jesus little gifts.

In almost every home in the
parish there is an effort to have
a crib. The erib is the centre
of attraction for the twelve davs
of hristmas. After midnight
Mass the placing of the new-horn
Jesus in the crilx iz a very solam
moment, and noemally it falls to
the youngest member.  Afterwards
they sing hyans and try to cele-
hrate all night with whatever
food and drink they may have,
Drinking chocolate and a2 barmbrack
would he the most traditional
goodies among the poor, The
local priest is invited to most
homes to bless the erib,

Like Irelarnd, there too iz a
sharing of gifts - howsver with
a diffarence, Bach member
receives just one, At the
beginning of December lots are
drawn amcogst the family members,
and whoowver yvou draw, you will
buy the gift for that person.

For the Peruvians, Christweas
iz a btime of hope, and no matter
how poor they ars, they celehrate,
They will sing and dance all night
after midnight Mass, hecause for
them, Jesus is their only hope and
often their ocnly reason to celehrate.
Fr, Fibam

From extea hits of wond,
Aok, a camel, or a bind,
Becauge the Christ was good?

Oh, sonelimes years are very long,
And sometimes yenrs run Fast,

And when the Christ had pui away
Sinall, earthy things at fust

Ml diewd upon o woogden cross
One alternoon in spring,

Did Mory find Lhe linle oy,
And g, .. resneinbering?

Did Joseph carve some foolish thing




