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LENT - THE CHURCH'S FORTY DAYS

Our English word "Lent" comes from an Anglo-saxon word meaning
Yspring", We are obviously mesnt to capture some kind of springtime io
our spiritval lives,

Just as spring is a preparation for summer, so lent is pur necessary
preparation for gur grear feast of Faster. In one of his poens G,M,
Hopkins has rhe lovely prayer that Christ wonld "easter™ in ws. Too ofte
The Christ within wus lies buried as in the tomb: we need to re-live the
gexperience af the Apostles on that first Easter = to let Che risen
Christ truly change our lives and hearts.

WHY FORTY DAYSE?

Lent extends over a period of lorty days. This has a special signifi-
vance of its own, In the Bibhle the number "40" is so aften associated
with a period of preparation for a momeot when God will erupt into The
life ol a nation or individueal,

The people of Isras]l wander in rhe desert for forty vears fa prepare
them [or entry into the Promised Land,

Mages walls on MU, Sinai for forty days Lo prepare Co meet Che Lord
and receive hisz commandments.

For forty days Eliaz wanders in the desert, praying and fasting,
until he meets his God on ML, Horeb.

Jesua, toa, will stav in the desert for forty davs, and withstand
the temptations ol the devil, befare he is ready to preach the Cospel
ol the coming of God's Kingdom. IT Baster is te be a time of grace for
s, we must prepare for it wells; if Christ is to "easter” in ns , S50 we
must be ready for hiz coming.
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BLESSING OF THE SHAMRNCK

Many people have said, "Wasn'r ir

a lovely ceremony ™, And so it

was. The idea of blessing sham-

rock and presenting it to a [ew

representative members of the

parish at each Mass on S5t.

Patrick's Duy came from the

Liturgy Group last Summer.

The anly problem was - where was

the shamreck co come from?

Mo praoblem, however, to Brendan

Linehan,  "I'll prow it far

vou"  he said, and that's

exactly what he did, in quantity!
S0, cangratulaticns to the

Liturgy Group for arganising

this - and to Brendan who made

it possible.
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FORMER MINISTERS
OF THE EUCHARIST

Eeminder

A Mass for ex-Ministers of the
Fucharist has heen arranged [or
Tuezday, Z4ch March, at 8.00 p.m.
in the Crypt, All ex-Ministers
atre invited to shate in this Mass,

The Fold

Congralulations and best wishes
to Ann Cleary (Teacher) of
Colaiste an Spioraid Naocimb an
her tecent appolntment to the
editarial team of The Fold,
Also, to Sean Cadopan for his
peem, and Desmond Rvan and Colman
Twomey [aor their articles in Che
March issue. 411 are pupils of
Colaiste an Spioraid MNaoimh.

Pisik the sicker
If parishioners are i1l im hosp-
ital and would like a visit from
one af the priests of the parish,
please get in touch.

STMON
A valuntary cellection will be
held on Model Farm Eoad on
Monday night, 23rd March.
Kon=perishable foed items,
particularly tea and sugar, are
requestad, Az wix]ll as {ood,
detergents, disinfecrants, etoc.,
would alsn he of great benefit.
411 eollectors have pfficial
[} cards/armbands.

Your support would be greatly
appraciated.
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Lent

Is for
Children

Something to Do — A Treasure Hunt

You'll need a Bible for this treasure hunt which will
help you discover exactly where to find specific people
and stories in the Bible.

If you don't know how to find Bible verses ask
someone 10 show you, (1t's no harder than looking up a
wond in the dictionary or a name in the phone book. )

Look up the following stories in the Bible, On the
line beside the Bible verse write down what happened
in the story you found. The first one is done for you,

If you want to have a race, see how many you can find in five minutes,
or have someone join you to sec who can finish first.

1. 1 Samuel 3:1-18 God speaks to Samuel.

2. Numbers 21:4-9
3. 1 Kings 8:22-26
4. Tobit 3:2-6
5. Jeremiah 1:4-10
6. Matthew 6:5-15
7. Mark 14:32-42
B, Luke 18:9-14
9. Jlohn L7:1-5
10. James 5:13-18

Once you've found all the stories, think about what God has told you in
these stories. See how they show that prayer is always important,




ALLINEASPAIG
ULLETIM

Announcements o i

Lentral America Week - 19402
Man., 23 Mar: Bcomenical Service
ta vellect on 300 vears af
thristianity in Latin America.
Venue - Sk, Francis Church at
.30 pam,

Thurs, 26 Mar: Celebration of
Latin American Music and Poetry,
Vemie - The Other Place {side
street bezide (Queen's 01d
Castle) at B p.m. Admission
free, TFood and wine avajlable.
Fri, 27 Mar: Public Meeting
"atin Amer1ta today - 500
years later”  Speaker -Duncan
Creen (Auther & Journalist)
Venue - The Imperial Hotel, at
B pom, Admlssion free,

For further information please
contact Comhalmh, 55 Grand
Farade, tel, 275ER].

LENTEN SRASDN

Sunday Fveping Prayer and
Benediction at 5.30 p.m.
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BOYS & GIRLS
M. 543333 . 543305
SCOIL THERESE ™. 544094

- SCOIL CHOLUMBAIN ™ 544068
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CUIRFEAR FAILTE ROMHAT

St. Catherine's School Envelment
Any child who has net yet been
enrielled for the coming wvear,
should do 20 between Mareh 25th
and April 3ed,

FORTICOMING PARTISH EVENTS

* Parish Social -
Thursday, Tth May

* Tirsc Commenion -
Satwurday, 23rd May

% Parish Novena -
2nd = 10th June

Ganfirmation

Tomorrow, Monday 23rd, BRishop

“Jobn Buckley will celebrare

the Sacrament of Confirmation in
gur parish church at 10.30 a.m.
Minety=twa children from Sr,
Catherine's Bchool are being
Confirmed rhis vear, All are
welcome to join in the event.

Flease note that there will
be no 10,00 a.m, Mass.

Summer Courses

Mo, liver InsCitute, Dundall,
dgre Tunning six summetr Couvses,
gach of 4-5 days duration.
Subjects such as, the Liturpy of
Holv Week, Christian Traditions,
ebo. ate covered. They commence
on April 12 and continue into
July., Information is availahle
gl the C.P. Cantre.

EMERGRENCY
274888

PRIESTS'
NUMBER :




