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Can we make it happen?

OF course we can, if we all work
at it Logether,

I'm nolL trlking about &
nolitical =ituation, buc  about
makicg Christ the focus of oup
Christmas.

This weekend im the beginning
of  Advent, a special time  of
preparation ko celebrate the
birth off  Jesus Christ our
Saviour.

There ere twenty-six shoppioe
days left to Christmas. Could we
not. alse make Lt twenty-six dawvs
of prayer with emphasis on caring
and sharing, thinking of those
who don't feel 1lke celebrating
for various pessone, =uch as the
lonely, marginalized, heresved.
We can meke this coming aeasocn
ong of hope, joy and a reason Lo
celebrate by the encouraging
word, kind smile, caring thought.

We can mgke it happen if we do
it m8 & community.
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THE ADVEKT WREATI

The tradition oF the Advert
lireath, normelly consisting of a
clrele of evergreens, grew up in
the wastern Churckh, The circular
shape  aymbolises  the  eternal
nature of Gody the evarcreans
raprasent the conbinuineg  and
evarlasting 1ife that comes [Crom
Cod through Christ,

The four candles (thres purple
and one pink) mark the four weaks
aft Advent and attest ko the truath
of Jesus as the light of the
worid. The purple candles
symhalise that Advert is 8 time
ol repentance, s :time when we
turn  towards  God. The pink
candle {for the third weelk of
Advent ) reminds us that we can
reloivce because we sre drawlng
near to Christmas Day, Placed in
A prominent position witkln the
home, the Advent Weeath can be =
constant reminder of  the peal
meaning of the season ws  &rce
celebrating.

The lighting of the candies
{ohe the fipst week, two  Lhe
gecongd and so ond could be done
&t the evening meal eack day In
conjunction with the peading af
Zeripture. The service could
cloze with a formal o
spontaneous prayer led hy one
member of Ehe family, If it i=s
net practical Eo do this ab the
gvening meal, toy Lo set ezide
time before or altec the meal.
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Wz offer our aingere sympathy ko

KATHLEEN GLEESON , Farranles
Grove, oo the death  af  her
sister.
T CHRISTY MeQARTHY, 3t. Clare's
Svenue, oy Lhe death af his
brother.

To HUMPHREY KEATING, Henley Road,
on the death af bis Pather.

T JAMEE MOYLAMW, Merlyn Lawn, an
the desth of hls daughter-in-law
in Canada.

T TOWY BARRY, Roger <Casement
Fark, oo the death af his father,
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A Reminder

5t. Joseph's Young Priesta Soc.
Monthly meeting next Thursday,
ird at & p.m. in the C.P. Centre.

Bishopastown Zoclial Services

The Annwal Christmas Dioner For

Senior Citizens and Friende will

be held on Sundsy, 13th December

in the G.AA. Pavilion at & p.m.

Tickets KLk, Trangsport provided

1" required.

Contact Kora Fitzpetrick BERG358
Brid Hartnect S4LEG93
Michael Haydon G41638

We wieh to thank our maty

EpPONBLTS, especislly the

Bishopstown Credit Unlon, our

main sponsor in 1992,

Parish Visitation

Fr. Fiobarr Crowley will continus
visitation on the Model Farm FRosd
this weesk.

TAKE TIME

2 THIN
it & the source of power
TG PLAY
i &7 the tecrel of keeping vowng
T REALD
it ix the source of knowledpr
TO PRAY
it iz el greaiest powedr oo parik
TO LOVE
i ix rhe proce of God
TO MAKE FRIENDS
i &5 the road fe happiness
T LAUGH
i i5 the music of the soul
TO GIVE
it is the price of turcess
TO BE CHARITABLE
it i3 the key to hedven

T oupEy O BLGE & ARG ]
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QUESTION: Can you tell me some-
thing about the Prophets?

ANSWER: The Frophets have been
described as 'The conacience of
Israel’, i.e., of the Jewish people.

They preached of the One, True
God whe is interested in our
woership only if it iz reflected in
Lhe way we live cutr Tives.

They came from varied back=
groeunds, a shepherd, a priest,

4 court advisor.

Ther reveal Lhe nature of God
to us and tell us what our
response should be.

Ther are fearless and outspoken.
Az a result, they were not always
popular.

Perhaps we need a few in todey's
world?
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THE WHONG SIGMALS?

MELTA COVERACE of the drug prob-
lem rangez from the educational
to  the sensational. Puklic
response varies from the smug and
the apathetic to the hysterical.

What can woe do to turth the
problem around?

Adultz  ean show by example
that it is possible to grow and
develan Wwithout CECOUrSo Eo
drugs, &n  gver-reliasnce on
medicines, on alcohol, on tobacco
ig unhealthy and gives out the

wrong  slenals E0 QUr  YOung
pecpla.

Young pecple are qulck to pick
up  signals. But they are
curicus, Ifke experimenting and
enjay risk-taking. It 1z

imperative that we quantify the
rigks for them.

Education, as well as example,
is all important, in the home as
well as ip the clesescoom.

We must provide and encourage
kealthy pursuita for our young

people, where drugs are allen.
We must stap glamourising
cigarettes and alechol in oup

converaation, in the media, in
our sportz complexes.

Abuse of druge iz degrading to
that pionacle of God'e creation,
the human pereocn, The fight i=
agalnst bhumgn weakness, agalnet
commercigl exploication, and
agalnst evil people who would
condemn S0 meoy to A terrcible
bondage in order to line their
pockets.

We need to Plzht it with all
G human I'esoOUrcen, ey ,
enthusiasm, ta will to succeed.
And we meed to call on God's help
too, if' we are to conguer this
merdern-day scourge.
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'FREEDUM AND RESPONSIBILITY

IN CHRISTIAN LIVING

r. Leonercd Perrem, {.F, gave Lhe
last in <ur pre-Christmes =series
of  adult education  talks on
Freedom and Responsibility.

& lively sudience participated
in developing end discussinzg the
topic which Fr, Leonard presented
in the context of "the experdence
off being favoured by God with the
grace of living in, by, and out af
the Spirit of Jesus Christ"
Jesus surmed up vhat he
understands it to be to  live
freely by the 1life of the Holy
gpirit in his sermon "On the
Beatitudes' (Matthew 5:3-10); and
thiz iz the Lruth sbout life we
are invited ta that Jesus refers
ta in the qguotation "the truth
will make you free" (John 8:32:.

A true spirituality, "the art
el living in tune with  the
Zpirit", 15 the way Eto true
freedom and responsihility; and

like any other arct, it reguires
constant  practice, oreview and
renewal (of. 3t. Paul, GCalatians
Ail=2671.

Think About It

"and is it time? #nd is it time?
Thiz most amazing tale of all

A baby in am ox's stall}

And is it true and is it true?
That God was man in Palestine

And lives today in Bread and Wine.
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Sunday Evening Devotions

Each Sunday during Advent, there
Wwill be Devotions and Benedictinng
&t &% p.m.

Half-Hour Adoration

Each Thupsday night during Advent,
there will Be &  half-hour
Adoration in the Church commencing
at & p.m.

Mage for Sick and Housebound

A reminder that Mass will be
celebpated o Sakurday, 5th
Doecember at 3 p.m. in the Ceept.
The Sacrament of the Sick will he
administered during the Mass.

Would Contact pecple please
Bnsure that Lranspoct is
available where reguired.

#= alwaye, the organisere are

dependant il the wonderful
regpense from Contack peols and
parishiaoners wha SUpply
gandwiches And cakes =©o ensure
Lhat those altending Mass enjor
the soclal espect aftecwarde.

Advent Frayer

Commencing  text  Tuesdsy, 15t
December in the Ceypt at 8 p.m.
Eplritosl preparation "o
Chrigstmas For four Tuesday nighta
o Advent. All welcome.
Flease =ign on in  the
Centre, tel. 34L4nz,
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First Friday
Hext Friday, 4th December, is the

First Friday of the manth. Calls
to the sick and housebound on the
usual  daye, Cenfegslons on
Thuraday at 4 p.m,

Food and Wine Fair

If yeu lewve good food, come te tha
C.B.F. Meat Cantre at Bishopstown
Community Scheol on Thuredey, Frd
December, [or an ovebnlng of zood
food. The programme will hegin at
B p.m. Tickets £ (including
draw} esre gvaileble st door,
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Night Vigil at Knock Shrine
A cosech will leave frem Curraheen
Church on Mondsy Tth December st
4 p.m. far g night vigil in Knock
shrine feor the Feast af  the
Immaculate Cobceptian.
Enguiries to Maureen S44533.

Spongored Welk Por Somalia
Walkerz needed to joln Sponsored
lialk [10k) an Sundey  Gth
December.  Meeting at County Hall
gt 1.30 p.m. For icformetion
please phone Margaret 342294,

St. Finbarr'e H & F Club

The Annual Mass for the repoze of
the souls ol deceased memhers of
the Clubk will be celebrated at
the Club Pavilion oo Mondawy, 30th
Hovember at & p.m, All are
welcome to attend.

Fr. Peyton
Sunday 2% November at 3.30 p.om.

on Multi Channel [D6&) there will
be & programme on Fr. Peyton,
Servant of God.

Bighopstown G.A.A.
Congratulations to aur Minor
Footballers  who  captured  our

Lhird County Title of 1992 by
beating Bantey Blueg 3-12 to a-10
lase Sunday. It waz g great Ceam
performence and helps uz to look
Lo the future with confidence.

Congratulations to Liam Meaney
(Victoria Yillags) who has played
himself on to the Cork Sendior
Football zeam. He linesz out
teday in a wicsl Lesgue EEme
againet Kildere.

Education Sub Committeg
taxt meeting Monday 3dch November
2t £.30 p.m. in Fr. John's hhuse,

FRIESTS' EMERGENCY
NUMBER: 274888




