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Today, the Third Sunday of
Advent, there 15 a sense of joy
and excitement in the Mass - the
Loerd iz very near.
May I =hare
christmss Story.
S0me WEBTE
O0.F.M. was invited
Christmas Wovena in 3Jac Paula,
Jouth America. In ewvery E=Serman
he promised they would have a

with wyou =&

fiohert,
to preach B

agax  Fr.

"Liwing Crik" for Christmes.
Feople were impstient to szee ik,
Chriztmas Cay waE fast

approaching, but no slgn of the
promised "Living Crib” g0 the
usual erib was prepared in the
usual way, in the usual place, by
Lhe wusual pecple,

Two days before the Feast, Fr.
hobert rcalled three students and
gent them out Lo lind the poorest
families in the paocrest district
in town. They breught Dack a
hundred addresses. These the
prisst wrote on separate pieces
af paper, folded them and placed
them on & tray near the alkar.

Juet before Midnight Mass, Fr,
Robert came out with bwo posters
which reed "Dead Crib” aod
"Living Crib™, The "Dead Crib"
he lelt beside the wsual Crib -

the "Liwving Crit" he laeid an the
tray. There  Was gilence.
fweryone wee waiting for  some
word of explapation. Fr. Robert

spnke briefly. "Coeial
injustice, unemployment, lack of
love and concern  have forced

Jezus to change his address. On
this Christmas Dy He is awaiting
your wisit at His new address,
which wouw will find oo any of the
folded pepers on this tray,”

After Mass the Church was
empty = so was the tray. Shops
Wers gald  out - elothes,

exercise booke, pens, toys - all
found new owners, The joy and
excitement af" Christmas  was
shared &ngd spread.

Something in 1kl

R 0 Lonmor OF

MISS

Mugical Treat

& reminder - Sunday, 20th et A4
p.m. & celebration of the birth
of Christ in music and song with
cholrs and orchestra, under tLhe
baton of our church orgenist,
Fatrick KEilleen.
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Lt NEWS

BRAIN GAME

JOE HASLAM,

Student, Will be one of five
V.C.C. students to represent
Ireland in the futuristie 'Brain
ceme' inm Streshoure. The team
will compete in the  Third
illenium Cames - an intellectusl
Olympics played out on ecmputer,
The mind boggles!

These Pive students came FLrst
in the JIrizh fipals held ino
Trinity College. They will now
join  other winners from all
parts of the E.C. commuoity ib
canneg on  December 14 for the
next stage.

Candldates will have to solve
problems facing the Community,
B.2. language and cultursl
barriers, in the presence of top
European scienkists, politiclans
and economiats, They will
grapple with guestions on  four
cetegories - culture, politics,
BEOnNCcmices and aclence.

First prize is a meeting with
gll 12 Hemdse of E£tate and runner-
up botuses inelude work
experience in top European Firms
and free weekends around Europe.

We caongratulsate them on having
got =0 far apd we certainly do
wigh them luck!

CONERATELEATIONS

congraulations ta ANTHONY
BUOCKLEY, %Wilton HRoad, who mades
hiz debut wikh Cork City F.C.
last Sunday &against Waterford
United. Anthooy set up the only
koal of the game,

Roasbrook, Commerce

Resgt In Pearce

We pray for the late CORMELIUS
FRIGH, formerly of Fernhurst
Terrace, who died in England. We
offer our sympathy to his brother
and sister,

iR SYRMPATHY

ke affer our sineersa sympathy to
PATRICK O°LEARY, Farranlea Park,

an  the tragic death of his
sister.
__'I—n—!'__
EQL.
QUESTION: We hear wery Llittle
abaut 'moving statues' these
daye. Does thlis omean that they
have stopped moving? Or was the

whole thing a hoax in the first

place? Or wes it gthe fruit af
fertile imaginatione?
ANSWER: The Chureh iz slways
ready ta believe in Divine
intepvention. But when anything
elaiming to be 'supernatural’
comes along, Ethe Church, in its
wigdom, weits.

Unlass God is really
Intervening, the phenomenon

slowly passes intom oblivion.

The Church has waited in Ehe
caze of the movibg statues... and
the memory is fading.

L LS ST ST S S
Good to forget — bast to forgive
Robert Browmnimng
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IRISH COMMISSION FOR THE LAITY

REPORT

DURING a wery full day an
Saturday DCecember & in Cublin, wWe
covered Issues ranging from the
Green Paper an Education to the

White Paper on Maritel Break-
down and Catechesls in the
Ferish.

One member, representing the
5t. Vineent de Paul Seclety,
spoke of the changing emphasie in
their work: the 'new poor'
brought about by the down-turn in
the econcmy. the probleme

ereated by maritael break-downj
the drug problem.

* % K K R E W R W
fnother membeyr, 4 catechist,
spoke about Parish Catechesis.
He outlined the  chaoge in
attitudes from teaching with the
Fepny Catechism and Apolcgetics
to the wvacuum created by vatlcen
I1.

He referred to the apathy io
the claseroom, the suspicion
towards Ehe lay catechist, Cthe

lack in =kill in both priest and
lay catechist.

* F Kk OB B B % K ¥
In the discussion that followed,
the need for affirmation wWas
emphapised: affirmacion of the
priest whe felt threatened abd of
the 1lmy rcatechist who simply
tried working ouk some form of
eatechesiz in the Parish or the
gchool.

# F K # % ¥ X F B
Tt was felt that catechesis is
already poinog on and that hag
ta be acknowledged. e WELE
encouraged to be mwAre of the
opportunicies for rcatechesis as
they ocecur. Under the leadership
af the pastor, the gifts of the
laity should then be affirmed and
utilised.

# % F % B * # ¥ F ¥
We ended our day with a simple
Christmas Liturgy.

Pat Lemasney

ADYENT FPHAYER

How can I dance for joy with hunpger pains,

and rejoice when I've due cause to weep?
Yot, that's what vown say, Lord.

It 81l seems very strange;

you've had to rearrange
all our order and ocur plans.

Perhaps you know that life is fragile,
and everyone will weep and yearm,
and peip is only pain when untrapsformed.

Show me how to change our world,
teach me how to dance for jov.
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Bulletins to the Homes

Hext weekend Bulletine will he
delivered to every home in the
parish,

Aifreann le Gaeilpge

Beidh Aifreann dhathesngach =&
cheiliuradh an [omhnach  seo
chugeion ar & naofl a chlog. Mer
chabhalr dacith beidh bileog an
alfrinn ar fail an mhaidin =in.

Fhhradl

Creenery and Holly Needed!

For our Church Crib. If you can
heln, please cantect the
sacristan during the week,

Why Note?

There are maoy Minizsters aof the
Eucharizt 1n our parish. 5o

there i opo resason  why any
househound parishioner could not
recelve Holy Communlon O
Chriztmas morning. To arrange,
contact your local Minister of
the FEucharist, oaor phone the
parizsh office at 304452 between
10, and 12.00 Monday ta Friday,

Pagtoral Oouncil

Meeting on Monday, 14th, at H.10
p.m. 1n the C.P. Centre.

Young Ireland

Mount  Mercy  "Young | Ireland”
reminds wyou to buy Irdieh this
Christmase to help rereate mDore
jobs,

NEWS i NOTES

Decamber 'FOLD’
on sale this weekend - 50p.
»"56]l No Reom at the Inn” -

The Shocking way Ireland treats refupecess
+Decision Time for our Diocesan Missions
Senaror Brendan Ryan on Faith
Parish News+And much more....

Music

Baile'n Easpaig Gramcphone Circle
our December Hecltal will take
place an Wedneadsy next, 16th, =t
1 p.m. sharp in the Crypt of the

Chureclh, Joe Crean will present
the Recital and ewveryons is
weloome,

May we wigh all our supporters
a very holy, bappy and pesceful
Christmas,
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Carol Service
A Caral Sepvice will be held io

the S.M.A. Wilton, on  Friday,
18cth December at 7.30 p.m. Many
choirse a&nd sololsts, all
weloame,

Handel's Megsiah

A special 250th aoniversary
perlformance  will be glven oo

cunday December 13th in the City
Hall in 8i1d of Concern Scmslia.
Centairi Mhuscral f'rom
Ballincollig will be conducted by
John Q'Connor with soloista Fiona
0'Reilly, Sheila MeCarthy, Claran
Brady and David Owegyn Smith.
Those who misaed the Meseiah at
the Point will enjoy thie gala
perlormance. Tickets avallable
from Pro Musica, Oliver Plunkett
Street, or from any choir member,

EMERGENCY
2T4B88

PRIESTS'
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