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THREE REFLECTIONS 0N THE
EFIFPHANY

Cnly a fow daye ago we celsbrated
the Lord's birthday. Today we
area celebrating with egual
golemnity his Epiphany, in which

hé began to manifest himsell to
Lhe Gentiles. On thet day the
Jewish shepherds saw him when he
was born; on this dey the magl
coming from the east adored him.
Wow, he had been born as the
cornerstone, the peace of the two
walls coming from very different
directicns, from circumcision and
upcircumcision. Thus the Jews
and tha Centiles could be united
in him "whe had made both one.™
This wes prefigured In the Jewish
shepherds and the CGentile magi.
From thiz began what was [0 grow
and to besp fruit throughout the
world. Let ws, therefore, Wwith
Joy of the spirit hold dear these
two days, the Hativity and the
Manilestation of our lord. The
Jewizh zhepherds were led by an
apgel bringlng the news; the
Gentile magi by e star showing
the way,

Aygustine

There are people who have s wvery
clear gosl in life and all their
eperpies are directed towards
it. It may be money, friec-dship
with God, political power, family
happiness, prestige, suecess in
gport oroa top job., Whatever 1t
i1g, 1t is like a single star that
beckons them onwards relentlesaly
end strengthens them bo  endure
every inconvenlence and sscrilfice
that 1s needed bto atbtain it.

In today's gaospel, we read of
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the wise men from the east who
follawed their =iogle star and it
led them to Jesus. They could
have stayed where they were but
insetead they paid the price of
iong journeying and of risking
thelr lives by approschiog Hercod.
Their reward was the opportunity
to meef Jesus and to worship him
g2 their God.

Unlike thoze famous
travellers, most of wus are less
definice about what we want ouk

of life. We follow many little
stars, a bit of comfort and
gecurity as well as small

selfishnesses here and therse. We

can be  like Herod and expect
somebady else to [find Jesus for
ue. It canpot be done. e must

be prepared tao pay the price of
time and service to=- meet him.
The world today offers as many

eckonlng stars as the myriad of
gtarz in the Milky Way. Each
perscn must  choogse one rakher

than the rest.
Which star are wyou following
thie year?

Fr. Tom Claocy

oo kas cafled you aut of darkness,

inia his wonderul light.
hay pou experience his kindness and bl=ssings,
and be srang In faith, in hape, and in love.

Berause you are followers of Christ,
wha appeared on this day as a light shining in darkness,
may he make you a light 1o all yaur sisiers and brothers,

The wize men followed the star,

and faund Christ whe is light from light.
May you tao find the Lord

when your pilgrnmage is ended.

solernn blessing
Roman rite

FROM GUR

PARISH
TEAM

The Deecr wailes

1 WAS watching the  teenage
schoolboys milling arcund  the
door of the bus,. Eech man had his
hurley and bag. They were rather
subdusd for such a pgathering.
They had loat the finsl of the
(M The same class hed lost
last year, snd the year before.
Just as the bus maved off one
hright lad stesd up &nd shouted,

"ape we downhearted?' "HOTY came
the reply in chorus,
Forkhwith they jolped s budding
Pavaroiti, "For we den't care

whether we win, or lose, or draw
gte., =tc., Ole, 0le, Ole."

1 thought of the shoolhoys
this morning a5 I listened to the
early morning news . The
gentleman summing up the news
from the day's pepere Said 8
gurvey showed only 3% heep Mew
Year  resolutions. This was
followed by & comment from the
newsresder, "Not much point  In
making New Year resolutlons - oOT
indeed any other kind."

1 prefer the philosophy of the

grhoolboys. Incidentally, they
won the Herty Cup the follewling
yeir,

A happy New Year to you all -
with every blessing f(rom the
Infant of the Cribk. -Perhaps we
will take a small step forward in

1993.
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Baptisms

We welcome into our community the
following hehies who WETE
beptised recently:

KATE PATRICIA O'SULLIVAKN

SHANE ANTHONY KILCOYNE

JEMES FRANCIS WHELTOR

TAEA PATRICIA MURPHY

CONOR MICHAEL O DONOVAN

gt o

FHAMY. CORRIGAM, Sheares  Park,
died wunexpectedly Just before
Christmas. & friend to eoyone in

need and a man who had a kind
wird for people, Frenk'sz heppy
presence will be sadly missed by
family and neighbours, . Our
gincere sympathy to hizs  wife
Eilesn, twelve chiidren end
extended family.

We pray for the late  PADDY
TWOMEY, 5t, Clare's Avenue, who
dled last week after a briel
illneaa,. TPaddy was well known to
many in Lthe northside as he was
the proprietor of & Butcher's
ghop in  EBhanden Street. EHe
will he missed by =11 1n the 5t.
Clare's  Avenue  area  for is
Lindness and neighbourliness. ‘We
of fer our syopakthy to hls wife
aod Family.

COMMENT

MEDIA COMMEMT by "LUKE”

JFEN CHRISTMAS DAY 2 - & p.m.

IT IE HOT inconceivable that soon
we will =ee the shops apen on

Lhristmas Day. In pecent years
Lhe medla ATe full af
advertisements for sunday
Sheppling. This wesar the media

inTormed u=s that the shops were
re-cpening on St, Stephen's Day.
S0 why not Christmas, Day? [Does
it make any diflerence?

Why Sunday Shopping at all?
Are there not enough days io the
wesk aliready to spend, spend,
spend? The medls tell wus that it
gives families an opportunity to
browse and shop together. What
gbout Saturdayt WwWhat about late-
night opening?

Why Sunday Shopping? In =
word, greed. The sge-old battle
between Cod and mammot [(the god
of' riches and greed] is ohoe
agein being played out. Every
ercuse  wWill be  introduced to
Justify it. Ovar=worked staflf
will not be comsulterd. Morality
iz not & word to he mentioned.

Centuries of respect for the
Sabbath are thrown in sacrifice
to this god of greed. We abandon
a gacred heritage in the name of
convenience - without a8 thought.

The =ad thing is - and we
wWwithegeged 1t in the run-up fto
Christmas - that it 1z we, the

Christian community, who support
in our thousands this moat
unZhrigtian practice. Apd we do
nak seem to Care.
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NOTICE BOARD

The Epiphany of our Lord

Hext Wedneedey, 6th Janusry, is a
Holyday of Obligetion, There
will be a Vigil Mass on Tuesday
night at 7.30 and Masses on
Wednesday will be at 9, 10, 11,
12.15% and 7.30 p.m.

5t. Jogeph's Young Priests Soc.

Monthly meeting opext Thursday,
Yth, in the C.P. Centre at §
p-m,

Pagtoral Council

Minutes of lest meeting availabie
et the C.F. Centre. MNext meeting
takeg place an Monday 11 January
at §.10 p.m.

CORK AND ROSS
DIOCESAN DIRECTORY
*Your invaluable reference
book for 1993
+(n sale this weekends
Price £1
DONT MISS IT!

CONGRATULATIONS &snd & warm thank
¥you Lo our ehurch cheoir and
arganist for organislng Lhe
beautiful Caral Coneert held in
the chureh on the Sundsy before
Christmas. We were treated to a
great night of music and =inging
with <¢holdrs, eoloist, orchestra
and roncert band, Those weapre
were unable to attend certainly
migsed s tremt,

Midnight Mass was alao
enhanced by the singing of our
choir,

We congratulate the followlng

parishioners who were married
recently:

URSULA DESMOND, 40 Liam [Lynch
Fark, who married Alan Joseph

Elevewright, EBrowningetown Parhk.
JOHN COSGRAVE, at. Clare's
Ayanue wha marriad Suzenne
gllahwardl, Finland.

FINOLA DOYLE, Wiltcn Hoed, who

married Feter O'Meill,
Ballintemple.
PRIESTS' EMERGENCY
NUMBER: 274888




