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Fr FHnbeer verites

Halking around the eity last
Wednesday 1 e¢ouldn't but naotice
the grest lengths that people

Went to, and the imagination used
by poets, enimators, ete., on the
different WEYE of telling
somebedy, "I love you®. While
their sort of commercialism is
alben condemned, I say "long live
the romantice™. Valentine's Day
clieera up many a person.

Those in love amongst us today

might recelve =8 roge, card,
chocalates. Let's not forget
that there are exterior
expresgione of affection. Theae
are worthless if we fail to put

lnto practice what 5t. Paul tells

us  love really ds: "Always
patient and kind, it is never
Jeazlous, love is never boastful

ar conceited, it is never rude or
selifish, it does not teke alfence
end is not resentful.”

I know many a person who would
gladly exchange the candlelight
ditners, the rose or card, if the
peracn bhey love nut 3t. Paul's
Wwords inte practice.
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PARISH PILGRIMAGE

A_reminder that there will be =
meeting in the Crypt on Tuesday
16 February at 8 p.m. to dizcuss
the possibility of holding a
pilgrimage to either Lourdes or
Fatims this vesr. Plesse come I
¥you are interesced in joining us.
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The Legend of
Saint Valentine

According fo legend. the Valentng rakes irs
name fram a young Cheistian pricst whe fived
in ancient Rome. Like so many of the sarly
Chriseians, Valentine had been imprisoned
because of e faitk . . Offen and longing!y he
thavghe of his loved omes and wanted 10 & sure
e af his well-being and of hisdove for them
oo Beyend iy cell window, fust within reach,
grew o clister alviolers. He picked somz of the
feartshaped leaves and pricked thewt with the
words, "Remember vonr Valenting " and sent
thent affb a friemdfy dove . . On the nevt dav,
andihe rex, hesent moremessages that simply
said, "Tlove you " This did the Valentine have
i beginning, And 5o it has beew through the
agey, . thasewho love remember, | andsend
Valentines to express their love
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Temperance Sunday

The Irigh Eplecopal Ceonference
has designated Sunday before Ash
Wednesday, 2lst  February, as
Temperatice Sunday., Ono that Jday
the Fipneer Total Abstinence
hssociation intends to launch a
ceationwide campalgn to encourapse
pecple to abstain from alechol
for lLent.

Anyone wishing &0 take =&
Temporary Pledgzs may be enorclled
and zet badges by phonlhng Liam
0'Criscoll =t S44652, or Judith
Cof'f'ey ak 342907.

e

QUESTION: It's wery easy ko say
"forgive nnd forget', but it's
really expecting too much, isn't
ic?

ANSWER : It would be wvery
arrogant of me ko =ay, "Well,
that's what the Lord wanta of
us". And, of course, it IS5 very

difficulk,

Cchriet, whom we profess  to
follow, was ingylted, betrayed,
tortured  and, in  the end,
crucilfied. It iz unlikely in the
¢xtreme that wE will have
to undergo all of these things.

gut HE forgave and even prayed
for His tormentors. He expects
us to fargive koo, just e God is
always ready to forgive us.

And if we can't always foreet,

at least l=t LG roct the

bitterness out of our hearts.
PRAYER IN DEPRESSION

" God;, whe made grit of this

Tock, Lhrough & broken  and

troubled mind, mix the cement of
your grace with it, wet from the
tear-ztreasm of Pepentence, Tasten
in the mouvid of your Son. dry
with the flre of the Holy Spirit,
and people will say whon I am
realenzed - llere is a re-hirth,
Fraise the Leord,

THE LIBRARY

Few people ecan claim to ke such
independent thinkers that they
can remaln wvninfluenced by what
they read. While our opinioos
may not he eheped by  the
newspapers, While our tastes may
nat be developsd by our chalce of
reading, bocks  have, neverthe=
less, a power = direction which
we recognize only when we start
recommending literature to those
in whose ecultural or spiritual
welfare we are interested.

If one. twists our Lerd'e
gaying, "He that hath ears to
hear, let him hear", to "He that

hath ayes to see let him cead" -
the Parish has provided this
facility at the C.F. Centre. It
tzs known as the Parish Library.
There is guite a varied selection
af* books [donated maostly by the
Parighioners) to suik all mges.
Femilisricy with the word of

cannot be developed wunless
the Hecorded Word is read. The
invitation is there for  a&ll.
Readers are encouraged to give
their opinions of the h©oaoks
avallable, by submizzicn of short
writfan revieWws.

The npenlng times

Lod

Mok = Wed:  10.30 Lo 12 noon.
Jundav: After all Maeses.
or
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THE OLD WOMAN

f8 a white candle in = hely place,

20 is the heauty of an aged face;

As the spent rediance of a
winter's =uno,

20 18 a woman with ber travaill
done;

Her brood gone from ker and her
Choughts as =till

A% the waters under 8 ruined mill,
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Thinking Anew

Devaluation . . .Never!

MNuala O'Faoldin, in a trenchant
frish Times article, asked us why
our lives often fail to inatch the
faith we profess. She forces us to
examing gur conscience, When we
considor people  like Mother
Teresa, Jean Vanier, Leonard
Cheshire, George Otto Simms, Ba-
sil Hume and others we realise
that their influence comes Lo us
from the awesome force of a life
fully lived in the light of the gos-
pel. They are ind teachers, but
they are first and loremost wit-
nesses. We are familiar with
Christ’s teaching of sower and
seed, of vine and branch, of light
and darkness. Amid crisis and
conflict, choice and challenge,
they offered a response in the light
of ultimate truth.

What of us? There is a sense of
failure at the heart of socicty now.
Many are lost, bewildered and
baffled.

Every onehas a vital role. This
sunday we face a reality we s0
often 1gnore. Christ makes plain
our calling, '"... You arc the salt
of the earth. You are the light of
the world ... ™ We open 5t Mat-
thew's gospel at chapter 5, The
message is crystal clear. The word
saif speaks its story vividly, Do I
preserve all that is best in family
and workplace? Or do I cause de-
cay and loss of ideals and of hope?

e have just celebrated the Pre-
sentation of Christ in the Temple.
For centuries this light-filled feast
has been known as Candlemas.
We ask (o walk in the Light and to
carry the light of tmth and com-
fort and healing and pesce to all

who live in darkness. We know
the dark of despair, of cruelty, of
hate, of division, of lust and end-
less greed. Each of us, though
wounded, 15 called to be a healer., [
am a vital link in the mysterious
chain of events and of persons.
May | not be a rotting link causing
collapse and failurc,

Each day thas week, in moments
of guiet, let the words saft and
fight echo in mind and heart. They
come to ws lnked to the DBeati-
ludes. They ask many decp ques-
tipns, 51 Thomas Agquinas lells us
that each dvnamic sacrament
gives (o us the fullness of grace it
symbolises unless we, in (olly and
bad will, place an ohstacle. We po
forward inle  spring-lime  with
hope marle anew.

The earth awakens, Snowdrop,
crocus, daffodil and budding trecs
gladden both eye and heart, The
ape-old prayer comes (o our fips,
“grant lo our souls a Springtime
too.” John Henry Mewman, as al-
ways, comes (o our help, ... Life
passes. Riches [y away, Popular-
ity is fickle. The scoses decay, The
world changes. Friends die. One
alone 15 constanl. Onc alonc s
true, {jlnealune can be all things 1o
us. ..

On the day we die ali our
pounds, for vs, will be devaluad
bv onc hundred per cent. Across
the final customs barrier we fake
nothing. The treasures resulting
froen our being salt and light will
most surely last. We risk no linal
devaluation. Lord, teach us how

Lo pray!
I, Mlach.

THE IRISH TIMES, Saturday, February 6, 1993
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‘Annourtcernents.

Jean Donoven Memorial ConfPerance
duilding the International Comm-

uri gy " From conflict to
Understanding". 19 & 20 February
u.gc.c. Sreakeps:

Michael o, O'Higgins, TD.

Fraf. Gecffrey Best, Oxford.

Margaret . Hebblethwaite,
Editor, The Tablet.

Gr. Donael Dorr, Kiltegan Fethern,

Asszt,

Fagps:

Conference, incl. lunch £7R

Conferance Cnly £1%

Individual Lectupe LR

Full time atudencys:
only 25,

Frogramme can he zeen at o.P.
Centre,

Far Furthep informaticon
i1 PR i 276871, ext. 2631/2302.

Canfepance

Talk on Horticulture

At Mount Marey College a7
Tuezday, 16th February at 8,10
Tr.m, by Mr. Ted 0O'Donneil
(Teagasc Advisor). The talk will
Covar;

1] Cereer opplrtunities within

horticulture field,
2] A practiral Buide eo knowing
FUT CwWn pArden.

Admizsfon [ i
J.4.P'z free,

students  and

Alfreann le Gaeilpe

Beldh Aifreann dhatheangach =
cheilinradh an Comhnach e
chugaton ar s 'nasi m chilag. Mar
chabhsir deoibh beidh biisog an
Aifrinn ar fail an mhaidin min,

Creche

A creche ig available foar infants
and toddlers every Sundsy during
the 11.00 and 12.15 Masses, This
servlice  im  provided free ar
charge,

phonea

Family Miniet

& supporc system for Families,
which rung COUTRES in Lhe
following:

1. Leadership Training: Far Aty =
one who has participated in
cne of the Ofacesan Parenting
PrOETammes,

2. Praying with Scripture: (pen
teé all whe esre interested in .
deepening their prayer 1ife {7
weaksh,

3. Beginning Experience: & BURR-
ort group for those bereaved
theough desth or separation of
a spouse,

4. Omgoing Leadership Formation:
Encichment days for programme

leaders.

5. Support for Married Couples:
Encouraging couples  to 2row
Lhraugh listening anil

communication (4 weeks).

6. Parenting & Sex Education:
Developing a healthy atcoitude
to sexuality (F weeks).

For Ffurcher information bleazge
contact the Family Mionigtry
Offiee, 34 Paul Street, tel.
273213.

Education Forum Lecture

"The Impact of the Behavioural
Sciences on  Education for  the
2let Century™ by De. W. coulson,
Fh.D. Philosophy & Faychology, at

U.C.C, Gecgraphy Eullding, Dop=
ovan's  Road, on  Monday 15th
Februsry at 8 p.m.

Bulletin to Parish Homes

Theps will be a Bulletin

deldvered to sll homes in the
pErish next weekend,
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