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SEASON OF LENT

LENTEN GRACE
Thank you Gad for this food and
the other things which you have
given us in [reland. May we never

become selfish and think only of
ourselves, May we never forget to
share with those whao bave not.
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Tha Deon wrilas

Did you know thabt Lent began as
gomething of an afterthought in
the Christien tradition? The
garly christians celebrated
Easter and the following weeks to
Pentecost - the coming of the
Holy Spirit. Then they realised
that such e celebrazion needed a
Lime of preparation,

The original preparstion time
Was just the last three days af
Haly Weeak, Cradualliy it grew Lo
be the eame length as  the
celebration its=elf, The 1dea
wWas - and 1s = chat we would
better appreciate Ood's Iove for
s in our cAare-f1illed lives. The
word Lent as you  koow mME&NS
Spriog, and it mesnt a new
beginning in  our lave  and
gervice of Jesus,

The gift af Faith in Cod's
love [for us is precicus, yet we
can let it die through neglect.
Few of us appreciate the gift of
ure water until BXCESELIvVE
chlorine gebs into the Waterworks
- then wa mre on to Cork Laocal
Fedio on the spoc. Lent 1z a
time for cutting Dback on  some
gelfighness in our heerts - to
make room for the receiving and
giving which we call love.

Our appreciation of the love

off Goed for wus is nurtured in
PTaYer, gepacially shared
prayer. Our aporecfation of each

other iz nuetcred in our concerd
for others.

Thie Lent is an opportunity
Lo respond ta God's love in our
lives. Thils Epring will nevep
come  again. Let's make it =&
beautiful memory as a time filled
With prayerful faith, hope ard
love, Amen.
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EDUCATION, COMMUNITY,
RESPONSIBILITY

What do we oeen by equal acce8S
to education? Can we vlalm to be
educating our children to  he
responslble citlzens? Iz the
School  Attendance fficer  ouT
ansWwer to the growing numbsre who
gee our schools es irpelevant?

Perhaspe educatlon has Lo Oove
gut inko the cocomunity Io a moTe
flexible way?

Here 1n Cork, and elsewhere,
exclting and innovacive
developments =re emerging, wWhere
community=based groupe are taking
up the initiative to meet needs
that have arisen in their local
areas - particularly in deprived
and dissdvantaged areas,

This sres, wital to the health
and stabillty of cur society, I8
mentioned in  the recent Gresan
Paper on Education, but it is
only through sctive community
awarenegss that & commitment Eo
support  such  initiatives will
find its way into the fortheoming
White Paper, due next October.

We are fortunate to have Mo,
Denis Staunton off UCC's
Department of Social kark and
administration, who is active as
g teachep, advisor and researchner
in this mrea, %to give us 8 talk
followed by  discussion fand
refrashments! ) in  the Church
Cryot on Tuseday %th March at B
p.m. 5o do plesse make & note in
your diary for that datel

T ARNA VOU

Thanks from the Frienpdehlp Club
To the Marian Fack Brownies who
provided entertainment and
information an "Brownies” Tor the
Club on Mondry; aiso the lovely
cakes  baked by them for  our
afterncon tea =
Lyn MeCarkhy, Fhillippa Harreis,
Sharon  HKellw, Elaine  ERooney,
Lydia Bweeney, Sinesd O°lDonoghue,
Ccarol ©'Herlihy and Amy Healy.
They are grest ambassadors for
thelr Guides, school and young
peonle in  this year of Older
Feople,

RTE

Lenten Discussion Programme

A series from the RTE Religiocus
Programmes Department ralled
"Thege Forty Days™ will begln an
Sunday, 28th Feb, on RTE 1 at
. 25p.m. The series will be
cheired by Don Cockburn, former
newsreader atd will take the
format of a discussion on  the
relevance of the Ten Commandments
in today’s world. Each Sunday
evening he will he lockinE at

various aspects of differednt
Commandments and invicing four
gueate Lo telk  about  thelr
feelings, CONCETTE, hopes,

understanding and
the Commandments.

The producer, Fr Dermod Mclarthy
saya he hopes that the now series
might entice wviewsps of all
religicus persuasicns and rone Lo

knowledge of

examlne the "GEod side” of
themselves for "These Foa by
Days",
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COMMENT

BAEDHA, SOMMENT by “LUKE"

"Turn away from sin” intoned the
priest as he placed sshes on our
foreheads on Ash Wednesday, Mand
be faithful to the gospel".

In the wake of the dreadiul
murder of young Jemes Bulger in

Liverpoal arid the szenseleas
massacre of  Velerie FPlece in
tomalia, ane wonders about the

presence of evil In our sociekby.
We are so battered by viclence
in the media that there 1= a
danger of our becoming loured to
it. But the evil is there. We
do not call it szio any more,  Ie
what two Lep-Yesr old children do
in Liverpaol einful? Or what a
group of bandits do in Somalia?
"Re fmrithful o the gospel”.
What gospel? IFf they are unawsre
of the message, can it be sinful?
The danger is ino retallatlneg,
isn't it? To strike out sgeinst
these peaple? This is where we
Christians, I suppose, musk be
faithful to the gospel. And it
must be the gospel as we know it
gnd not, =3 I heard a ptiest zay
recently, our own version of it.
He =lsc added that when we
witness Lhese atrocities and ask,
where sre we pgoing, we should
have faith 1in the promise of
Christ to be with us to the end
ol time., Christ, he =said, would

ges us through - and oot our puny
efforks! !

the Mfollowlng hbabies

lie welcome
into cur Christian commundky:

JULTE CATHERIME MeDOMMELL
ECIN HENEY McCORKVILLE
ALANNA MICHELLE BRADY
CACIMHE CLIODEINS DENKEHY
AQIFE O°SULLIVAK

§R SYMPRTRY

lie extend our =incere sympathy o

FIMBARE EBOMAYKE, Avandale, Model

Farm EBeoad, on the desth af hie
hrother,

Ti IVDOHR  GOVEAS, Mourt Eder,
Kenley, on the death of his
father,

To LOUISE KEIELY, Model Farm Boad,
on the death of her mother  and
sister=in=law.

T MARY MUBFHY,. Ocrchard Rocad, on
the death of her sizter,

Bishopstown Community Aeseociaticn
Moothly meeting will take place
on Tuesday 2 March st & p.m., 1in
Wilton Park House, Execybive
Meetling abt 7 p.om.

igo3y is  the Year of the
Elderly - In our community thie
rear st us make every effort to

celebrate this event. Ideas,
sugeestions pleage!

The B.C.A. newsletbter is on
Bl WAy back - ariiclas,
gponsorehip, ads, noblices of
events, ete, Trem =ll groups in
the aren mast walcome.
FPulblication date Otk April,
grticles by 17 March pleass,

Reminder af French  owinning
Zroup with Rennes. Feonle
interosled plesse  attend  next

meeting of BE.C.A.
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First Friday

Mext Friday, 5th March, iz the
First Fridey of the month. Calles
to the sick and housebound on
the ususl dsye.

Wosen's World Day of Prayer
Internatioral and Interdenomin-
ational will take place in Ehe
Chureh of the Real FPresence on
Friday, 5th March at 13.30 a.m.
This invitatien fo prayer comes
to us [rom Chreistfan  women of
fuatemala.

Lentan Bcripture Course

Fr. John 1z leadlng & scripture
course on St. Matthew's Cospel
for five Tuesday 1in Lent - 2, 9,
16, 23 and 30 March in the C.P.
Centre from 2.00 ta 9,00 p.m.
Thaee who wish to participate
pleagse sign on 1n  the C,[.
Cantre.

St. Vincent de Paul
Monthly rcollection will take

place at all Masses next weeskend.

5t.Joseph’'s Young Priesta Society
Monthly meeting takes place next

Thursday, 4th Merch, in the C.PF.
Centre st 8 p.m.

CMAC Annual Collection
CHMAC ie & church

spongored

marriage and family counselling
organlsation which offers help to
individuala ar eouples
experlencing difficulty in

marriage or family relationships.

hs a voluntery orranisation it
is dependent on voluntery
subscriptions. The e
collection will be held at church
doors next weekend &th/Tth March.
Plepze syuppori.
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CAnnournicermnerits i3

Mags for Peace & Reconciliation
Will bhe concelebrated at  St.
Francis Chursh on  Sunday  TEh
Marmch at 3.230 p.m. The special
preacher will be Blshop Francis
Lagan, Derry, ALl are welcome.

Mags o tha Efderly

A& reminder that there will b= =&
Mass for senior ecitizens at 3t.
Franciz QChurch thiz Sundey st 3
P,

Carda in the Aftermoon

snycne interested in playing '45°
can come along to the C.P, Centre
at #.30 p.m. on Thursday March
Jth. If* enough people are
interested, it  wlill continue
every Thursday.

Pilgrimage to lLourdes

de places are f111ing uvp, pleass
pay your EBD depaositbt by Tth March
to Joe 0O'Reilly Tours, Western
Road, or contact Fr. Finbare.

The Universe Publication

The Universe will run 8 =speclal
geries of articles o Marriage
over the nexl Tew weeka - to be
followed by & series obnn bhe Hew
Universe Catechism.

Lenten Reading

The hook racks ab  the Churceh
porches  are  stocked with &
sneclal eelecklon of Lenten

booklets - &l1 wvery reasonably
priced st 30p. Fleass tske ane.
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