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"CHRISTMAS ISN'T like the way it
used to be" is a phrase we hear
g0 often. Every generaticn of
people has seen and will =ee &
change 1in the way of 1ile to
which it is sccustomed.

Confession, Sacrament af
Fenatics , Sacrament of
Aeconciliation, are words meaning
the SEme thing: God's
forgivensss and grace through the
action of the priest. Different
generations of people use
different methods to explain the
same Sgcramentk ,

I personslly go  every gix
weeks ko receive the Sacrament of

Recanciliation. Weyr, wou may
ask?

Firstly, ko racelve
Forgiveness end secondly,
Lo receive the grace to live a
lif'e worthy of my Christian

Baprism, i.e., to love God and my
neighhbogr.

My rconfessor, the priest to
whom I po, could be compared fa
my medical doctor. I go o my
doctor whem I'm sick and far s
check-un, and he advizes me bhest
how to look after my health. 1
Eo lo my confessor not just Lo
receive grace and forgiveneas,
but also for him to guide me how
best 1 can have live my Christian

life,. A confessorfpriest 1s a
pergon who iz there to help you
be reconclled with Ood and to
live 5 1life io union with Him.

THE ADVENT WREATH

The tradition af the Advent
Wreath, normally consisting of a
cirecle of evergreens, grew up in

the western Church. The
circular shape symbolises the
eternal nature of God; the
VeI IrrtEeNE repreasnt the

continuing and everlasting 1ife
that ¢omes from God  through
Christ.

The lour cendles (three purple
end one pink) mark the four weeks
of Advent and =ttest to the truth
of Jesuzs as the ‘light of the
world. The purple candles
gymhalize that Advent Is a time
of repeotance, & time when we
turn  towards  God. The pink
candle (for the third weesk of
Advent ] reminds us that we can
rejoice becauze we are drawlng
near to Christmas Day. Flaced
in 8 prominent positlon  in che
home, the Advent Wreath ¢an be =

constant reminder of fthe rTeal
meaning of the season we are
selebrating.

The lighting of the reandles
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[ome  the first week, two the
gecond Bnd a0 on) could be done
at the evening mesl each day i1n
conjunetion with the reading of
Scripture. The eervice could
cloge with a f'ormal or
Sponcaneoys  ptayer led by one
member of the family. If it is
not practical ko do thiz et the
evening meal, try Lo set aside
time before or after the meal.

LETTER

Curator's House,
Watarworks,
Lee Hoad

Desar Editor,
One Shepherd One Fold

I am aatounded by thea
reference mede to the Pope, the
Chureh =nd  celibacy 1in  Media
Comment of How.1Y, I [ipd it
quite extracrdimary that such
disregard for Church teachings
should reeceive ecirculation in &
parish letter.

It 18 an injustice ko equate
Fope John Paul 11 (or indesd 5t.
Feter the firsr Popel with the
role of experts in modern  day
aoclety, as the author has =o
skilfully done.

The Pope'a 'Job' dis  wvery
different; it is ane of serving
the people of God as they seek to
live mnd understand the good news
revealed by Jesus Christ, It is
not within his discretion tmo
alter it. or water down its
Implications.

In [ts5 wisdam the Church has
fer  centuries found 1t most
beneficial for ministerial
priests to practice the wirtue ol
calibacy .,

Youre in Christ,

Cearoid R. O Cubhtaigh

Simbhan Q' Mahony , late of
Farranleg Park, died recently.
DTue to failed health she hed

gpent the past number of years In
Heatherside Hursing Home. Sha
iz rememberad with much affection
kY her neighbours in Farranleas,
and especially by her companion,
Bridie Honayne. Sympathy to her
gons, and relationa.

W SRR PAT Y

We extend our sincere sympathy to
NOEL 0" SULLIVAN, Chercyzrave,
Model Farm Avad, on the death of
hiz father.

To PAT BUCKLEY, Sheares Park, on
the death of his mother Jane.

To JOE HARRINGTON, Ballinhazsiyg,
on the death af his father Bill.

Cuar congratulatbons to Mrs.
Connie  Mucphy, the
Juzanne McCarchy. Seventy wesrce
after gradusting (yes, seventy!)
ghe wgs awarded an honorary M.4.
degree in Trinity College, Tublin
laat Mondasy.

In 1923 she was conferred with

a B.A. in EBnglizh, French, Llogic
and Mathematica. Tollege  frees
were then eipht gulnsaz half-
wearly.

All  Lhe Melarthys in Zharon
Yale, Laburnum Orive, are wary
proud of their granny. Ard &0
are well WHell done!!

mothar of
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Cookery Demonstration
The Farents' Aessarcietion of Mount

Mercy College are holdiog &
cookery demonetration  on Znd
Decemper, presented by Mary

Wiigaom, at 4 p.m. in the college.
Adm. £3. All welcome.

Bishepetown G.A.A. ladies

Cake and Christmas deceorations
demenstration in aid of Cope
Holiday Fund on Tueaday 30th
Howvember at &.33 p.m. fn G.ALR.
Club. Adm. E£1.

Deaf Enterprises

Quality Auction at Ardoanning
House, Togher, on Thuradey gnd

Decembetr at & pom. Hew items In
furnliture, leisute, to¥s, etC.

Feace Vigil
Will rcontinue at Ethe Poor Clare

Chapel each ‘Wedneedsy during
Advent.

Monastic Afterncon

At. 5t. Benedict's Priory, Cobh
an 5th December, .30 - 5.30 p.m.
and on every firet Sunday of the
month.

Legion of Mary Stall
Catholic Papers will he on esale

gt the Stall each Sabtupday
evening after 6.1% p.m. Masa.
Cgke Sale

Bighopatown FRorary Ladics will

bold a cake szale in the Crypt
alfter Masses oo 4/5th December,

The Field

The R.T.C. Theatre Oroup are
presenting 'The Field' by John
BE. Beane, in the A.T.C. Theatre
from Mondsy 29th Kav. ko Friday
3rd Dec, at 8 p.m.  Adm. Adults

L8, Brudents and 0.4.P's £1.50,
Liturgy Croup
Firutes available in Sacristy.

Bazaar

The Sacred Heert Adopticn Socclety
will hold a Bazaar on Sunday Sth
December =& 2 p.m. in Connolly
liall.

Gt. Finbarr's H & F Club

Annual Mass for deceaszed members
nf the Club will be relebrated at
the Club TFawvilion on Monday 2%ch

Movember &t & p.om. All  are
welevde.

Bighopatown G.A.A.
Congratulationz to U=21 Hurlers

who defented Ballincolllg and
now meet Hewcestown in County
semi  final at Ballinbhasslz on
Sunday 28th Howvember at 2.30 p.m.

Jur Club has et up a fund to
purchase a 'Thistle Tri-Lo Harnd
Propelled Tricycle® for & year
ald Gapry McSweeney ol Leeadsle.
Garry, 8 regular supparter of our
beams, suffers Prom Spina Bifida
and the tricycle will be of
immensa benelit Lo him. Two Fund
Raising events have oEan
oreanised for nest weekend:
Saturday Yt Mugic Show
featuring the Dixies. Adm. L3,
Sunday  Sth: Children's Disco
(max.gege 131 2.30-5. p.m.  Adm.
L1.25.

8411 proceeds From the above
will =0 to this worthy cause.
Subscriptians greably
appreciated. Contact any club
officer.

Fresents from Third World
Having difficulsy

Christmas presents?  Why not buy
g Third World product st the
TraidEireann exhibition/shop at
Connglly  Hall  from  Sat. 27
Mowember bo Wed, B December.
Rangse dncludez toye, jewsliry,
bags, household decoraticons, ele.

choosing
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Advent

Each Sunday during Adwvent there

Wwill be Benediction &t S p.m.
There will be Expeoesition apnd

guiet prayer after Evening Mass

until B.30 p.m. on each Thuradsey

off Advent.

Minigters of the Eucharist
Heminder of Aetrest in Crypt next
Tuesday 30th at & p.m. for all

Ministers, Ex Ministers are also
welcome to attend.

Special Mass

Cotcalebrated Mass fapk . our
deceaged parishioners takes

place this Monday, 29th, at 7.30
p.m,

Vigitation
Fr. Finbarr Crowley will continue

vigitakion 1o Wilton AwvenueS
Bishopacourt during the coming
weeks,

Mags for Sick and Housebound

Maez will be celebrated on
Saturday Gth December at 3p.m. in
the Crypt. The Sacrement of the
Slck will be administered during
the Ma=m.

A reminder to  the Contact
peaple fto ensura that transport
is available where required.

&5 always, Lthe orpanisers aere
dependant on the wonderful
rezponge Trom Contact people and
parishioners who supply
sandwiches and cekes to ensure
thaet those who attend the Mass
enjoy the gocial aspect
affterwards.

Firset Friday
Hext [Friday 3rd Cecember is the

Firet Friday of the month., ©Calls
to sick and housebound on  the
uzual days.

‘Arntnouricemnents

5t. Jogeph's Young Priests Soc.
Monthly meeting next Thursday 2nd

December at & p.m. in  CO.F.
Centre.

Sale of Parish Directory

The Parish Directory 1923-94 is
on sale this weekend, price £1.
Include =ome Parish Bulletins in
a copy of the directory and it
will make a find Christmas
Information Pack Tor your family
away from hame.

Children's Adwvent Mase

This  year, opce again the
Communications Coomittee will be
arganising a special Maes for

children, including 8n Advent
SEPEMOTY . It will Dbe held on
Sundsy 12th December =t 12.15

Mage,

A Chrigtmae Tree will be the
[ocal point of  the CRTEMONY .
Children will bhe responeible For
decorating this special tree with
meaeages for the Child Jesus.

Alsa, we iovite all children
to brlng a gift, a non-perishable
item, to this Mess. These gilts
will ke distributed by the 3St.
Vincent de Paul Society to pecple
in the apea belore Christmas.

411 information about Llaes
Mazs, Christmas Tree Ceremony and
cift=giving iz on notice boards
in the church porches, and ip all
the primary =schools in  the
Bishopetouwn area.

Fleaze cocme end Join In this
lovely preparation for the birth
of Jesus. Top section of church

Wwill be regerved for children.
Readings for Sunday 28 November
Er34:11-12,15-17. Pa 32 1 Cos, 15302028 Lk 26:31-46.
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