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Im 195X I sapent Chriatmazs in
Cuernsey - millionaires Island!
It hes a population of sbout
60,000 and 95% of those living
there gre wealthy, and I mean
waalthy . The one and only time
1 waz ever in a Rallsz was in
Guarnsay . Familles had =ewveral
cars, 4 yacht or large boat and
oo o two even had s private
phane. et the picture? They
were notbt Your  average Corhonian
to =say the least! I enjoyed the
¥oars I zpent <n the Island but
I certainly did not enjoy that
Chriztmas. I know that T was
lonely and thet I missed Family,
friends end Cork, but that wasn't
all. I will npever forget
Christmas Ewe.

T walked to town in  the
afternoon to do a bit of last
minute shopping and to get che
dtmosphere. I got it alright!
Everyone 1 oet appeasred to be

angryY, bad tempered and in g
hurrcy . Bhop aseistants were
tired and shoppers weary and
dizpirited. I can hopeskbly say
that I didn't hear even one
perggn  Wish another a  happy
Christmas. I ran out of it

back to the peace, calm and joy
of  the 1little commonity of
Eimsters of Mercy with whom I was
living. Rellecting on it lsterp

1 remslised that there were wvery
few children 1n town that
Christmes Ewve and in proportion
to the total populaticn wvery few
on the Island as = whole.

I couldn't help but contrast
this memory with the children's
Christmas Mass which we had in
our narish lamt Sunday.
Dennehy s Cross 1s a big church,
buc it was filled to capscity
with children, teepagers and
pArEnts=. It wee 8 joytful and
Inspiring celebration, as young
children and toddlers, of ten
accompanied by parents  brought
gifts to the =ltar. The ecouts
and puides who stewarded the long
dffertery Procession added tor the
colour  as  well as  to the
orderliness aff the qccasien.

The children's choipr atd
orehestra were & credif te those
who prepared  them. They
obviocuzly enjoyed themzelves snd
created a truly praverlful
atmoephere. When =ome of the
simple messages of  love and
Eratitude written by the children
to the Chirst Child were rpead
glowd every heart was touchsd.
Our children are our greabest
wealth. They are ocur joy and our
hope Tor the future. Hothing
givez us joy a5 much as the birch
of a child, nothing cuts through
our gelfishness A3 much as the
vulnerability and peed of a child
and nothing ingpires our love &8
much 8= the love of 8 child.
Wasn't the grest God of Heaven
and Earth wvery wise to come among
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gz &8 & Llittle infant? "The
child shall lead them." Is.11:6. wfﬁ Of:
I think that I can ©B3Y.
witheut fear of contradition, £ ?M
that we cannot express enough ot

gratitude and appreciation to the
megpere  of the Commonicaticons
Group whe corganised this really
wonderTul celebration. It took
5 lot of hard work, tenscity and

commitment . We are truly
fortunate to have people of such
calibre, initiative and
ereativity in our parish. Go

mbeirimid beo ar an am &eo aris.
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Meditation

Chrigtian Meditation

Interested in guiet prayer? An
introductory talk on Christian
meditation {based on the method
of Dom John Main) will be held in
o.P. Centre on  Tuesday Zlst
December at 8 p.m. Come along
with no obligatien te continue,
ar furthet information {rom
Lilian st SU4ET3.

We offor oyr ainecere sympeatihy Lo

MRS, MARION EKEEMNY, 5St. Clares
Bvenue, on the death of her
glster.

Children's Christmas Mase

The Communicaticons Commitbee Says
a wery sincere thanks to all who
helped with the Mass - teachers,
parants, parish team, readers,
nffertory procession, beske
halders, Lessdala children's
shoir with Lawrence Howe and
ciaran Helly, and orchestra
with Toudy Byromn. We would 1ike
to congratulste all the childéren
on their cards and gilts. He
ape sure that Christ himeelf
gmiled with joy =and appreciation.

The St. Wincent de Paul alsa
wish ko thank sincerely all the
children whe contributed ED
handzomely to our gppeal for
presents for our needy . n
gpecial word of thanks to the
organisers and both Guides and

Spouts. Well done all, and ocany
thanks.

Thank You

at. Anpe's  Adoption  Soclety
acknowledge with thanks  E£68%
collectian recently at the
church.

Thank You

The organigers of the Mres for
the =ick and elderly wish to

thank the Bishopetown Irish Girl

Guldes who were =g helpful. They
were - Anne-Marie Eelly, Helen
g'Cannor, Denise 0'Mahony, Clicna
Tahill, aaife  Cahill, Laife
O'Keaffe, Caroline Murphy, JoRnne
Murphy , Elaine Fitzgerald,
Mairead McCerthy, lLucy Healy-
Kelly and Aldesn Mawe. Thelr
cheerful, smiliog faces  ZBVE

everyone a 1ift,

AT el R g o e OO0
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Church Collecticona
The oew system will begin on

the first Sunday in January.
Eovelopes are curreatly belbog
delivered to the homes. We thank

wau for your co-operation and

generosity.

Vigitation

Fr. Jahn 1z an pastoral
visitation in Farranleas FReoad and
Crove this week.

Fr. Finbare will vigit
Magazine/College Fomds 1in the MNew
Year.

Ministers of the Word
New rata now ready for collection
st the Ssnctuary Rails.

And smiled,
And broke the spell.

And 1 did well.

And went away,

fg if she walked wilh emporars
Bnd wae a queen and sll the world was hers. {."
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Traffic Congestion

Would those attending the #6.15
Vigll Mass on Saturday nights
please be azensitive to the needs
af ‘other traffic on Meodel Farm

Rosd, and aleg he more carseful
wWhen parkiog within the church
grounds.

Can You Help?

Ledy's valuable watch was lost 1n
the church or surrounds last
Sunday week S5th [December. It iz
af great zentimental wglue and &
reward is offered, if you can
help, pleases contact the
Sacristan ar C.P. Centre

344520,
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THE INH __ KEEPER

I cannct take Lhose poer, they do not pay.
I had to send thet pair away,

For trede is trade and money toco, I say.
And yet that girl wes sktrangely fair,

Bhe shivered in the doorway there,

And once she raised her eyes to mine

I would have knelt, I swear:
But some lout made a call [or wine

I turned them from my door;

Two merchante took the great room overhead.
That is my policy: I buy and sell

And keep my pity for the dead.

And yet that girl! thet girl!

I turned her from my door,

and she looked back with kindly eyes

4nd fairer than before
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Monday 20th:
2.00 and 10.00 a.m.
He 7.30 p.m. Mass

Tuesday 2l=at:
9,00, 10,00 and T.30 p.m.

Wednesday 22nd:
.00, 10.00 and 7.30 p.m.

Thuraday 23rd:
.00, 10.00 and 7.30 p.m.

Friday 20ith:
9.00 apgd 10.00 a.m.
Midnight Mass at 12.00

Christmas Day:
B, 9, 10, 11 and 12.15.
No Vigil Maes.

5t. Etephen's Day {Sunday]:
9, 10, 11 and 12.15.

POON CLANES
CHILISTMAS MASSES

Christmas Eve!
Ho Benedicticn.
Mags at Midnight.

Chriztmasz Day:
Masses et & and 10 m.m.
Benediction at 1 p.m,

5t. Etephen’s Day:
Masses st # and 10 a.m.
Aosary , Evenlng Praver &
Bepediction ek 4.80 p.m.

CHRISTMAS CHURCH

SERVICES A

CONFESSIUNS

Monday 20th:
Fenitential Service 7.30 p.m. ¥
Wizgiting Priesta. 2

Wednesday 22nd:
After 7.30 p.m. Mass.

Thursday 23rd:
iz - 1; 4 -5, pefore and

alfter T7.30 p.m. Mass.

Friday 24ch:
Yloaila? Bo—=Bh I i
PRIESTS' EMERGENCY
HUMBER : 271551

Chrigtmas Thes

We, the priesta of the parish
wolgld  like &0 thank all  who
contributed 50 Zeperously, Bnd &
gpecial word of thanks to all the
collectors,

Readings For Sundmsy 26 December
Gen, 15:148, 21:1-3. Pa, 704 Heh, 11:8, 1142, 1718, LR L2244,



