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Reading the signs of the times...

At the time of Christ's birth there
were around 200 million people in
the world. By 1800 the earth's
population had reached a billion.
By 1900 it had doubled to two
billion, and between 1926 and 1976
it rose to four bkillion. The 1980s
saw the five billion mark passed. In
the light of these statistics, we now
have regular international
conferences on the population
issue, At the most recent, the
Third International Conference on
Population and Development in
Caira, 1994, a loose international
consensus developed along the
following lines:

1. Abortion and compulsory
sterilization cannot be means of
birth contral.

2. Structural poverty in the world
must be tackled urgently.

3. The pos#ition of women must be
improved in every respect.

4. Reproductive health is
important. In the words of the
Cairp action plan, this means 'the
right to information and access to
safe, affordable and practicable
means of regulating fertility and

the right of access to appropriate
health services which enable
women to have a safe pregnancy
and birth and help parents to have
a healthy child".

This consensus is amazingly close
ta the Catholic Church's view of
responsible parenthn'ﬂcl as
expressed in the Second Vatican
Council. Responsible parenthood,
in effect, means that parents
themselves must decide, in
responsibility for themselves, their
children and the whole world, how
many children they want to have.

A

FP%

SYMPATHY

lie of'fer our sincers aympathy to

Sigler  Aedempta  Couwghlan, 2L,
Cathering's achool and 3t
Columba's Coovent, oo the dealb

of her father,
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Wednerdey Fehruary  ist s the
Feaet of St. Brigld, Secondary
Patron of Ireland and known AS
HMery of the OCael. Founding =
monaAtery im Kildere, she gave
her 1ife to hospitelity, aslmo-
glving mnd the care of the eick.

2nd 1e  the
Feaet aof the Prepentation of Our

Lord, Candles w111 he sveilakie
gt the Church doors, 50p efAch,
befare the three Magaee. Aetein

your cendle and the priest wild
blese them mll bhefnre each Maan.

Fridey Februwary 3ird is the Feast
of 5r. HRleises. Throata will be
blegged mfter each Magn, While
Bt Blajlge 1  traditionally
gosociated with thie blesalng, we
are told that "he worked hard to
Encourage the gpliritual mnd
phyelcal health of his people.”

The New Catechism...

1261. As regards ciuldren who have
died without Baptism, the Church
can only entrust them to the mercy
of God, as she does in her Ffuneral
rites for them. Indeed, the great
mercy of God who desires that all
men should be saved, and Jesus’
tenderness towards children which
caused him to say: 'Let the children
come to me, do not hinder them',
allow us to hope that there is a way
of salvation for children who have
died without Baptism.

COMMENT

WEDLA COMMENT by "LUKE"
A MORAL HMORASS
The Week of Praver Tor Christian
Unity has come and gone. Did ik
make any impresslon on us? Nid
we FREALLY pray for Christian
Lrify? 0id we respond to St

Paul's plea: "Faor the sake of
gur Lord Jesua Christ, bo make up
the differences between ¥Yoll...
to be united agmin in your belief
and practice.” Or, did we leave
the cpportunity go by agaln?

Chrigtians fprom  the warious
Churches met  in 51, Michael's
Chureh  eof  Ireland church  in
Blackrock to glve praisze to God
and to pray for Christiam Uniby.

Fr. Michael Crowley, P.FP.,
Chureh of 1he Real FPresence,
Curraheen, gave g spirited homily
on the apathy anrd the lack af
er:thugiaem for Christisn Unity.
He &spoke of the scandal aof
disunity in the light of Christ's
ples, "that they may all he
ane .

He emphasised the need for
cradinility among Christians in a
gociety bthat is hecoming more and
More DagEn. We live In a mocal
morass which wess never more 1o
need of hearing the Good Hews
that we Christians have to offer.

We was saddened, he said, =t
the dipunity ameng Christians
when peace ard unity seemed
pogsible in Worthern Ireland, in
Fussia and in Eutrope. He feli
disheartiened, too, by the lack of
enthusisem  for Christisn Unity
amang Church leadera.

Fr., Crowley's plea w=ms to
bring the pession back inte the
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efforte towards Christlan Unlty,
to really pray for 1t, to restore
Christian ecredibility In today’e
world and te respond again to Lhe

Lord'z plea: "that they may all
be one.”
Editor'a HiEE! fan't LE

revealing and rather aad ta note
that duen in 5L, Boul's Eime, so

claae to the EVENT, there was
disunity mmong Chpdistigng 7
= »

Bulletin Prayer Resource

Aim this week - trying fo become
more aware of God's presence.

The first rule of prayer is: Cray as
Feel comfortable with your present
praver. Accept the gift of your
present prayer as God's way with
you right now. Love yourself.
That's a good place to begin.  If you
do not pray, then today, right now,
might be just the time to begin.  If
you feel cynical about God and all
talk of prayer, move on. Leave
now, otherwise, you will do
damage - to yourself, to others.
There is a place of peace for you.
Find your peace.

To become aware of God's presence
you can use the vocal prayers that
have been part of your life. Choose
one. The Lard’s Prayer is as good
as you'll get. Go through it slowly.
You have all the time in the world.
Let your mind and heart wander
where-ever - ruminate, refleck,

wonder, pondet - in your own way.

A note on prayer to the Bulletin
with queries or observations, 15
very welcome.

@) PLEASE PRAY¢2,

Mary Casey, Farranlea Grove, died
recently after a brief illness. A
quiet, serene woman with a big
heart, she gave of herself freely
wherever there was need.
Whether at the Coffee Morning, at
Meals-an-Wheels, at Brigini, at
Mass, in the parish, Mary was ever
ready and always reliable. Her
quiet prayerfuless, her deep love of
the holy Mass, her duty at home
with family and friends, all blended
together into a unity in her life
making her a wonderful person.
She is deeply missed. Our
sympathy to her children, Patricia,
Wilie, and Catherine and to her
brothers, and family.

—¢
g2r, Margare: Msry Oallagher ol
[he Peoor Clare  Community  died
peacefully  in the Bon Secours

Hosplial on January l&ih aged ad.
& nal.ivs af Foynes, Co,
Limeprick, she is survived by her
woungest sister, Hellie,

Joy, mnot  sadoess,  was the
weynote of farewell Lo oms=  who
nad lived the Poar $lece way of
lilfe for aver 02 years. He e
humar touck arnd Francigcan sense
of celeheating life togeibcr with
deep roncern and compassion for
all God's peopls, bonded her to
all who knew ber,

Her favouriie poem to Our Lady
bogan: "Hail, pure  white
1ily..." &nd sure snough, shortly
after being laid 1o rest in the
Poor Clace Cemelery, t{he pure
white snow began to fall  and
gently settle on ber grave. May
ghe resl in pesce.
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Firgt Friday

Hext Friday, 3rd February, is the
Firei Friday of the monih,
Calls to the sick and housebound
ot the ususl days,

S5t. Vincent de Paul

Monthly collection takes place at
Bll Masses nexl wecketd.

*PLEASE*

Herd of Hearing ?

Would the person who got in touch
with us requesting s Loop 3y¥stem
in the church please conltact one
of the prieste,

An Invitation

EVENIHG FRAYEFR

Vespers will he sung ar Gp.m. on
Sunday January 2%9th i &€, Mary's
Church, Popes Quay, Cork. - 411
are welcome to attend.

Monaatic Afternoon
an February 5th, 2.30-5.30 p.m.
gl St. Beredict's Priory, Cobh.

Talk ard display oo monastic
life, refreshments, slides,
VESEEDS. All welcome.

Readings Ffor Next Sunday

The readings for npexl Sunday are
Is. 0:1=2,3-8, Psalm 137, 1 Cor.
1%:1-11, Lk. G:ri1-11.

Scripture Corner

Clay relief, height 1lcm from the Larsa Period
{ca. 1960-1E810C) Baghdad Municipal Museum.

As the potter is free and sovereign
over his vessels, so God's works are
completely in his hands.

See, before God I am as you are;
I too was formed from a piece of
clay. = Job 33,6

St.Joseph's Young Prieste Society
Monthly meeling next Thursday 11
in ithe C.P, Centre at & p.m.

Cork Simon Communilty

Will held = Food FRur in the
Leesale area this Monday right
30th  Japuary. Mor: perlshable
food items, particularly tea end
SUgADr are reguested. Ag well a8
faod, detergents, dizinfeclants,
ke, would  be of benefit.
Caollectiors have official In
cards/ armbanda.

Priests' Emergency
Number: 271551




