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Perhapz I'm oconly imagining i1t,
bitt I think the cherry blozsoms
kave lasted much longer this
Epring. I laove thiz time of year
when the irees are 5o greea, the
gorse 8o yellow, the cherry
Flossoms in bloom and more and
more flowers in the gardens. I
always Chink of it as a btime of
life end hope. Tharks be to GCod
as I get older 1 find more
reasons for hope, not le=rs.

People often ask me I I'm
worried about the lack af
vocationg to religlous life., I'm
nat. How God ecalle iz His
business not ours. There's an
old Irish =ays, "GOod knows His
own know", and I really believe
that. Catherine McAuley, the
Foundress of the Sisters of
Mercy, began. with only two
gisters atd loak hiow the
congregetion =Spread. Catherine
didn't even want to be a nun and
she ended up foundrees of one of
the blggest congregatlons of
women in the Church today.

God doesn't depend on uws, it
ig we who depend on Him. We have
2 keep reminding ourselves of
chat esgein Bnd agsin. In
coday's  Gospel Jesus  tells us
"The Father... ig grester than
anyona™, That surely is our
zrreatest reason for hope.
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Viocation

"Being ordained for God's service
iz & noble woeation that demands
Paith, COUTBEER and seli'-
gacrifice. I am sure that such
gqualities are to be found among
the wyoung. To them I saw: Be
certain thet Christ's call to the
opriesthood o religious Llife is
addr=ssed to =some aof you., Be
cerktain that L you listen Lo his
c5ll & folliow  him  in che
priesthood or pelipgious 1ife, wou
will find greast Jjoy and grest
bappiness. Be Egeoerous, Lake
courags and remember hie promise,
"My woke 1s pasy and my burden
Light.*" Faope John Paul IL

WEEK OF PRAYER
AND
RENEWAL

Contact People and Council
Members please note:

Very important Meeting in Urypt on
Theyrsday 11 May at 8 p.m. re abave,
week,
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THE SUFFERING GOD

Cod would bhave us koow that we
must 1iwa BB men who manage our
lives without him. The Ood who iz
with us iz the Cod whe [Coreakes
ug [(Mark 15:34). The God who lets
us live in the werld without the
working hypothesis of God is the
Cod befora wheom We stand
continually. Before God and with
God we live without God. God lets
kimsell be pushed out of  the
world on to the crose. He ia weak
and powerless In the world, and
that is precisely the way, the
ohly way, in which he is with us
and helps us. Matthew {8:17]
makes it guite clear thet Christ
helps us, not by vietwe of his
ocmoipotence, bubk by wirtue af his
weakness atd suffering.

- An extract from the Writings
of Dietrich Bonhoeffer in Prison

lie offer our sincers sympathy o
MR“. MARY SCANNELL, "Rurnt Oek',
Labyrnum Drive, on the death of
her sigter, Kathleen Gaffney. in

London .

T RGEERT BREGDERICK, Lima Lawn,
an the desth af his brother Dang
and his =sister-in-law Eileen.

50th
Anniversary

L]

Congratulation to Sieter Thecla,
St. Columba's Convent, on the
orcasion of the Golden Jubiles of
i profession,

A TIME TO TALk

When s frierd ca:ls bo me froom

the road

And eslowz hls horse to = meaning
walk,

I don't stand still and  look
around

&nd sbout Trom where I am, "What
iz 4t?"

Ko, not as there iz & time to
talk.

1 thrust myr hoe in the mellow
Zrolind ,

Blede-end up and five feet tall,

And plod: I go uwp to the stone
waell

For & Miepdly visit.

Baobert Frost



COMMENT

MEDIA COMMENT by "LUKE"

THE GOD SQUAD

The media heaz hk=en covering the
an-gaing debate on  sbortion.
What could or showld be & clear-
cut windicatisn of the right to
life of the ubborn child has
becoms ¢louded b the
intraduction of raps, Incest and
thoe health af® the mether. Theae
gre Issues which need to be dealt
with diepazsionstely and wichk
Christian, caring attitudes. But
they are not.

Inetead, oo the one heod we
have the excessive zeal of some

of the pro-life peaple
ovarskating- thelr case. On the
other side, we have the equally

unbending attdtude of some
libersls who want to force their
opinions vn all.

One calumnist recently
refferred to the Fformer as "The
Ood Sguad’. One would heve hoped
that we are ALL on the Cod
Sgquad! ! The excesses on both
gldes don"t help the debate.

Now we enter the final phase
of the divorce debate. Are we to
witness the Bamse extrems views
take the high ground, meking caim
debate wvirtusily impossible? 1
hope not.

In the cese of beoth sborticn
and diverce, we can do without
the triumphelistic mttitudes, the
holier than thow stance. e
suraely mneged to a8pprasch  bath
sublects 1n a praverful manber,
inviting the ESpirit to infiluence
all people to make the right

decigions. There should be o
place for the gtrident,
moralistice approach  or for the
'we know what is best for you'
patronising cechnique.

LETTER

1e Tara Court,
Glashen Boad

Dear Editor,

The EBulletin 418 reports the
refusal by Cardinal Cehal Daly to
accept the petiticn made by BASIC
[Brothers and Slsters in Christl,
The petition asks for the Church
to ceeonsider its position on tho
excluglion af  women  Prom the
ordained miristry in the Catholie
Church,

The Cardinal's refueal
reflectzs the stated position of
the Pope that the question 1=
closed, in the negative.

The FOLD of Recember "9l
mentions & o8ll by the Pope [oT
the Church to eepent aof its past
ains in the y=ar Z00Q.

What. about the Chureh
reflecting on ite presenl sinsg?

They'te the only ones anything
can be done abouk, and repentance
musk alwevs be made menifest in
action! However, hopefully, by
the wyesp 2000, =sexiem in  the
Church will be Just anocther PAET
gin?

Yours sincerely,

MadaTmine MacHama=a
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Fr. Finbarr will wiszit che north
gide of Model Farm FRoad this
WEBY .,

Curga Caeilge '"05

One week Irish Course for girls
and boys, 10-16 years, July 10th
to 1dth Prom 10,00 to 1.00 and
200 to 4,00, Cateping for
fourth to Sixth Class Primzpy and
First to Third year Fost Primary.
Tuition based on Junior Cert.
guldelines. Apply  Secretary,
Mourt Mercy College, 542366.

Fbrﬁig&

fi Youth Organisatfion which meets
every Monday night in the Crvpt
of the Church at Detnehy's Craoss,
from 6.30 p.m. to B p.m. AL
present there is one leader, =o
if  anyone aver 21 wears is
Interested in working alorg with
teenagers from 12 to 18 years,
please come along to the Club
night opn Mondey 8th May at 7.30
oM.

Christian Meditation

in the C.P. Centre every Thursday
T p-m. [sharp) to 7.30 p.m. Dom
Jobn Meain, C.3.B., rediscoversd
this simple tradition of silent
contemplative prayer. bwhen he
died over ten years ago there
were just three groups. How Lhere
are 1,000 groups in 14 different
countries.

The winnpsr af the Eastar
Colouring Competition was CILLIAN
TWOHIG.

Wa miist cobgratulate Eoin
McCarthy, Emer Fitzgerald, Grace
Eiffle, Racheal Courtney and
Etephanie Kelly on their
beautiful efforts.

EASTER
CROSSWORD

Twenty-geven entries came in for
the Easter Crosgword of which
sigtesn were correct, From these
wa drew for bwo prizea:

ant O'Callaghar,

Farranlea Grove,
and

Mary Lee,

Merlyn Lawn.
Congratuleticns to all who
completed It and thank you o
those who went to the trouble of

gending it 1in.
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PRIESTS' EMERGENCY
NUMBER

(88-519940

14 Sunday  Acts 14:21-27. P&, 184, Apoc. 21735, Jn, 13:31-33, 34-35,



