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WHAT IS RELIGION FORT

Leat Zunday one of oyr natlonal
newspapere  published a8 =zurvey
taken on religious practice. [For
the mest part the resulte showed
8 rather depressing  downwanrd
trend in Faith and practice. It
Wwas  given on all radio  news
bulleting on Sunday.

A frietd of minge whoe  has
lapsed from the Faith eeized om
thiz with a certain glee, It
reinforced the position he had
taken - 1t helped to quieten his
congcience, He cited for me the
mizadeeds of Christisns owver the
centuries - an impressive
catalogue of bigotry, fanaticism,
intolerance and ecorruption. He
wag glad to shake himeelf clesr
of 211 this. (Aren't we glil!
He almost souncs like the
Fharigee, "I thenk God that I am
not like the rvest of men"). Hig
problem of course is that thase
axCREERE are condemned b
everybody, and if they were
perpetrated by Christisns, they
were not following the teaching
of Christ in 8o doing = in fact
guite the contrery.

The religion Jesus
hez two impulses:

(1) Pirat aof all love God = and

preached

express thizs lowve in our love [for
ur nelzghbour.

[2) We need to gather In worship
te live oul that double precept
al* love =8 we ought,

Wpat iz Religico for? To
pags on the messsge of Jesus -
the Good Kews of our Redemption =
and to help us wali down Lhe road
of Llife az signposted by the Lord
himaelf.

Aonio O dossns+ 77,

Failth begels faith. IFf I see
no faithfulpess around me,
how can I believe in esnything
at ali? That's gne of the
renasnns we  belisvers gather
tagether ai Mass - [0 borrow
faith from each other.
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The rose tranemite its own Bcent
without a maovement, I have =
definite feeling that if you want
ug Lo experience the aroma of
Christiapity You must copy the
rose, The roge Irresistibly
draws people to itself and the
gcent remains with them

A roEe dogs nok  presch, It
gimply spreads ife fragrance.

- Mahatms GCandhi
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PRACTICAL INFORMATION
OUR CHILDREN AND DRUGS

Drug abuse cEn oagcur in any
family. The prospect of a gon OT
daughter becoming Involwved in

drug abuee ie frightening. It 1s
important for paArents &o  be
informed sbout drugs teday - and

to be wvigilant - without being
over ankious.
Perentz need to he aware of

the influsnces on young people
and to dewelop an understanding
of adolescence. One of these
influences ie DRUGS.

Why do young people use drugse’
11 Curdosity. (&) Infiuence of
friends - peer pressure. (3} To
Feel grown up. (O3 To establish
independence. (%) A3  AO
expresslion of rebelllon. (6] The
degire for plessure. (71 Ta
escape rom Teality.

How do you recognisc
taking?

The following
indicate use: (11
cleepy or drowey.
mond  changes. (3% Lack of
concentration, MeEoaTy 12,
blackouts, hallucinations. 1)
Lack of ioterest 1n school, work,
old friends =and hobbles. (51}
keepine upusually late houre.
(&) Secreery &boui activities And
whereabouts. (7] Telling lies or
stealing. (%] Hew andl strange
friends. (9] Unususl smells,
ztaing or marks on the Lody or
clothas. (10} Unuswual powders,
capgulez, tablets, syringes or
georched tin-foil.

Remember , becawse of  the
nature of adolescence, many of
these signe may well be part of
the process of growlpg up.
Therefore, it would be uwowise to
jump to the conclusion that this
behaviour ie due to drug-taking
without econsidering alternative
cAalges.

drug
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Letter to the Editor

Model FRrm Eoad

With Begret Zir,

I did net ask thet pou accept
unsigoed latters. Indeed, I
wonld clazsify unsigned lekkers
or articles under a non-de-plume
guch as “"Luke™ 88 anonymous and
not worth printing in an
reputable publication or
newspaper; this is more s¢ for a
parish bulletin.

Fleaze let us have lettbers and
articles only from people who are
not afreid to sign their pames or
reveal Lheir identity.

Thank you.

Jane Quinlan [(Mra)

Editor's Regponse:

Luke has heen a cootributor o
thi=s bulletin for many years, and
his wviews  have always been
challengiog atd gometimes
coantroversial. To dismiss his
articles as oot worth printing ise
an insult to the contributor, apd
ta the many parishioners who
enjoy  the articles. Whether
gomeone choases te inelude thelr
pame or oot 1s their own choice
gnd 1f their names were geterally

koown: then pecple may tske his
views perzonally. I would rather
that Luke would remaln unknown

and therefore any response Lo hls

erticles are avallable faor
pubklication rather tharn Lhe
person belng personally
confronted.
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COMMENT

R EDIA COMRERT oy “LIJKE™

FERTILE FIELD OF ADULT FAITH

I listensed to Ank Looney, a
vatechist, telking an the G.H.
Egdio  Show  about the RETA
programme of initistion into the
Cethoilic Falth. Beginning with
baptism, where the iofant hes oo
regl  Input, she moved on Lo
Eucharist, where the young person
firat experiences holiness.,
Finally, =he arrived at
confirmation which should copper-
featen the inigiation process,
Instead, she claimed, it wae for
many the hepinning <o the exit

process,
&% fgult, she belleves, is our
own adult feith formation. For

enc mapy of us our faith oever
progeessad besyond the DENY

cakechigm etagel Even here in
our owo parlish we have e MENY
models in adult faith formation
going on. Yet in a pariah of our
giza the same farces are seen at
almoet all of these gatherings -
and they're not 'holy Marys' and
"Holy Joes'!

A member of the pocent Late
Late Show audience echoed Aon
Locney's emphazie on the question
of initiation. It all begins
witih children. But it will lead
nowhere iff the fertile field of
adult faltkh 1 absent In the
home .

fdvent ig almoat uwpon us. 8
time of waiting, & period of
prepataltlon, Might it not be &
time where we might, all of us,
reflect on where we stand &8
adylt Christians? Are we living
up ko our responsibilities?  Or
are we content ko 'pass the buck’
when, if we are truly honest with
purselves, we hawve been found
wanting?

I include myaelf!ld

iz offer our =incere sympRthy fo
GERARD O'HEBLINY, Moyoe House,
Woodleigh Park, on the death af
his brother.

Time iz full of eternity. Az we use it
20 sholl we be. Every day has its
apporiunities, every hour ita offer of
grace.
HENRY E. MANNING,

CONSTIDER THIS
[A sugpaation from a
parishioner)

Why can't we make May the month
of the Holy Soulg? Why not think
of our beloved dead in & time af
hope , rebircth, brightness,
optimiem  and all  that  May
SUEEeEtE. An  outrageous ideas?
Tradition can't be changed that
eEgily.

consider this howewer. Thie
tredition dates back b an
ancient Celtic PAGBN festival

when the dead were believed tao
come back and roam about on the
night of 0Ofiche Shamhna. The
Church tonk Ehis over,
Interesting, isn"t it?



ALLINEASPAIG
ULLETIM

Bulletins to the Homes
Bulletins will he delivered to

all homes in the parish next
wepk=anid .,

Pagtoral Council
Meeting next Monday
pom. in C,F. Cepkre.

13th at A&

Aifreann le Gaeilge

Leifear Aifreann as Gasilge an
Dombnach sec chugeinn ar & naci a
chlog. Tegaigl apus bigi
pairtesch linm.

(e ou saY grace For us )
THISMORMING, F{.&A% SOMT
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Immnisation Clinice

Are held at WHilton Park House an
the fourth Tuesday of =ach month
feom 2.00-9.00 p.m. Howewer, due
to Christmas holidsy break, the
clinic for December will be held

on Tuesday 1%th December, 2. 00—
. 00p.m.

Charity Auctlon

At Silvergprings Hotel, 2.30-

E.00p.m. on Sunday 12 Novembar,
crgenised iy Cork Degf
Enterprisas.

MOTE OF
Thanks..

Thank You
To the residents of Laburnum Lawn
who rontributed X01.90 to  the

recent collection for Lavanagh
Centra, Ballintemple.

PARISH TEAM

Dean Denis O'Connor, P I 342072

F1 Finbarr Crowley, OO I43R05

Fr John Mewiman, O 341572
S Lrsula O'Callaghan 545540

Emergency Number 088-519940

AL The emerpency number is 1o be
wsed when e capnof confact the priesy
e his freome,

1% Decemher

Mal.3:19-20 Ps.97.2 Thess.3:7-12.

Luke 21:5-19.



