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Gifts for Christmas.

Chrigtmas, as everyhody hknows,

iz & time for Egiviog and
receiving. Quikte often  we
deplore the expengive, but
ugeless, toy¥s given to children.
The  game <could be  true  of
oureelves. Maoy of the gifts we
give and receive are about as

ugeful s & "lighthouse in =

bog™.

What about turning our
attention Lo pome  epiritual
gifte - gifte we really need -
gifts we can ask from the One who

After all, the central message of
the Christmas celebrations is
that Cod loved us encugh to send
his only Son fte  effect our
rademption. Hae skill cares and
loves us. Remember too Jesus
wes truly humen as wall as God,
He understands ws, He c¢an feel
for us.

Mow ie the time to ask for
vwhat we peed most - deeper faith
[Jesus never tired of steessing
its importance) = to pray better
= to have hope - perhaps a little
TEASBUTANCE, Be not afraid -
wheto God is oo our side, does it
matter who 1z againet ua.

Cod will surely give the gift
you need mosk, That will assure
you = really happy Christmas.
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i Our own Parish Calendar for |
W 1986 s en  sale qutside !

i church doors at a spacial |
W price af 20p. 4

| It features drawings from the !
| Book of Xells, the Book of f
I [Durrow - tha four n
w Ewvangeliste, the Ardagh ol
W Chalice, the Cross of Cloyne, |
: the Lismore Crozier. I

i Times for Magses, Conlassions, !
i arrangements for Baptisme asnd !

i Marrispes, date for FPirst
I Holw Communion and |
i Confirmation - all &re !
i listed. t
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BODE REVIEW

Last pyear & f(riend lent me "The
Woman's Book of Confidence" by
Gue Petton Thoele. I found it
E=1a] wonderfully helpful that
racently I ordered it for myself,
and alse by the same avther, "The
Woman'z Book of Courage™, which
has the sub-title "Meditatioos
for empowermant eand peace of
mind"”. It is published by
Conari Preess, Berkeley, OC.A.,
I.5.4., 1991,

The charm for me of these
books of meditations is  that
while their spirit, gentle and
humorous, reminds me of soma of
Fr. Anthony de Mello's marvellous
books, guch &z "One Minute
Nonzenge", "One Minute Wisdom",
"The Heert of the Enlightened",
they also raflect, for the firet
time in my reading experience, a
kegn awarenass of the specificity
of women'z epiritual journeys.

The guidance of lay peopla in
gpirituality has for e long time,
I think, suffered from two facte.
It WAG darived nearly
exclusively from the experience
af celibate religiocus people.
And it presented an exclusively
male wmpiel for the aspiritusal
life. That traditiocnal guidance
wae thereby in scme ways unsuited
Lo tha religious needs of female
spiritusl seakers in their seaprch
for holiness and God. Hance my
jow at Lhase bonlks which
encdutage 2 heslthy and holistic
feminine spirituslity!

Madelaine MacHamara

N SYPPETHY

We offer our sincere sympathy teo
ANMA MHERRICKE, The Manor, HModel
Farm FRoad, on the death of her
mothar.
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Annie Cronin, Farranlea Road, died
peacefully in the South Infirmary after a
short period of ill health. She was ever
active, chatty, always game for a hand of
cards and a deal of fun, Well know For her
wit and tumn of phrase, she is missed from
church and neighbourhood where she
made a lively impact and kept us on our
tnes. Her faithful presence at church and
to her friends is remembered. Our
sympathy to her son, daughters and

Farmily.

Stephen Casey, Leesdale, died
unexpectedly recently. A quiet and
retiting man who was fond of his walk and
committed to the Bishopstown GAA club is
sacly missed by family and neighbour
alike. He will be missed especially by
hiz wife Phil to whom he was devated
and his family. Qur sincere sympathy to
therm all.

Kitty Higgins, Roger Casement Park, died
peacefully in Cork University Hospital
last weekend. Kitey was the last
surviving member of a large family, and
one of that generation of moethess who
worked hard and reared their families
well with slender means in hard times.
Her deep faith and concemn for people as
well as her pride in her children and
grandchildren stand out Sympathy b all
hier large family.
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COMMENT

MEDIA COMMENT by "LUKE”

To be or not to be - A Saint

I resd recantly that Peter was
ot of the greateat esainte
because of hiz humanity, which
Included his good and his weak

points,

I read too of the canoniszation of
Eugene de Mazenod, Founder of the
Chlates.

I reflected mlao on the many who
did not bring glory oo themselves

or their church. Yet they, too,

are loved by Cod.

The New Cathechism of the Catholit
Church =saye that "the sainte have

Always been the source and origin
of renewsl in the most difficult

moments in the Church's history",

practicing  hercic wirtue  and
living in fidelity ta Ged's
ETrArce.

But I wonder are any of us in =
pozition to make thiz judgement?
Hot for B moment am I suggesting
that the saints whom we look to

as models for Christiemn living
arg unworthy of the honour  wa
have bestowed on them. Wwhat I am

uncomfortable with iz the thought
that we, sl1 of us, are paoseihly
not the onea to Jjudge who is
"gaintly" - apd wha is not
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To those who will say that it is
"sour grepes" on my part - maybe
Bo. I will certainly never make
tha ealendar of aaints. But I'il
certainly o on "hanging in
there [1%.

PRACTICAL
INFORMATION

Understanding Druge (contd...}

ECSTASY = THE TRUTH

It can kill you the first time
you take it.,

It can lead to
AIDE.

Abortion.

It cavzes hlackouts.

It caugses urinary infections.

1t effects your blood pressurs.
I you suffer from disbetes,
gsthma, epilepsy, deprassien = it
can be fatal.

If mized with aleohol it ceo hawve
VEery serioua  Coneequences.

It can lead to Anorexia.

It can cause peychosis - acute
mental illhesse, parenoia and
delusions.

It causes brain demage.

A cenviction for possession means
poor  Job  opportunitiez end Do
visas to travel.

Ecetasy wag first made in Cermany
in 1914 a8 an appetite
suppressant, but WEE nevear
produced as 8 medicine and it was
ot unkil 1970 when 1t was
radi=scovered by &  group of
American Psychotherapizts. In
the late 1970's it became abused
in the U3A becauze of itg
reputation sz a sgo-called 'lova
drug' . It did not become
popular here until the start of
the "fcld Howse' music scene and
the 'Rave' dance phenomenon.

promigeuity -

WHEN I WANT TO SPEAK LET ME

THINK FIRST:

IS IT TRUE?

I8 TP NECESSARY?

IS IT RIND?

IF NOT LET IT BE LEFT UNSAID.
JOSEPH CARLEY
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Bulletins to the Homes
Bulletips will be delivered to
the homaes naxt waekend.

Aifreann le Gaeilge
Leifear Alfreann as QCasllge an

Domhnach geo chugaino ar a oaoi a

chlag. Tagaigid ggus  bigi
pairteach lipn.
Fun Bingo Night
Mount  Mercy  College  Parents
Asasccn.  gre holding a Tund-
raizing Bingo night et

Bighopatown O.A.8. on Friday 15th
December at 8.30 p.m. Admi=aion
£3. Lote of prizes and raffle.

Christmas Story in Song

At Sacred Heart Church on Thu/Fri
14th#15ch at 8 p.m. a musical
reflection of Christmss. Tickets
£4, family E£10, 0.A.P. E2.

Feople of Faith
Monthiy Masz on Wedpnesday 13th

December at 8 p.m. in Sacrad Beart
Church. Theme iz "Mags of
Giving" and wou are iovited to
bring a donation of mopey which
will be given to the less well-
offf in  our =ociety through
various religicus channels.

can You Help?
at. Vincent-de-Faul urgently
require & bugey /za-car for

toddler, Pleaes ring 541617 for
collaction or leave &8t  C.F.
Centre mornings aoly.

REMINDEHR

CHRISTMAS CHORAL
CONCERT

Feamnne
MESSIAH
rEvcempizg
GLORIA
[T
JOHN GIBSON
1Mo
Car an Spioraid Maosimh & Lionsa
Condocior: Parick Killeen
Orchesira leader: Frances Hofsgan
¥
Sunday 1fth December 8.00pm
Church af the Descent of the Haly Spirit
Dennehy’s Cross, Cork.
*
Admission {by ticket) £3.04
Stucents Unwapad ¢ QAT £1.50
Frmily Ticket ' wo adults /Children froe £4.50

Tickets at door

Aeadings for next Sunday
The readingz for next Sunday are

Is. 35:1-£.10, Pegalm 145, Jm.
5:7-10 and Mt. 11;:2=11,

ALICE IN CHRISTMASLAND!

The December FOLD is essential Christmas reading, Read Alice Taylor's
thought's on the way we celebrate Christmas voday, Ger helpful dips from
other parens, oo, Celebrare SHARE's 25¢ch Birthday. Canon Tom Kelleher
reflects on the Second Vadoin Council 30 years on. St Joseph's Mayfield ...
Parish news ... Reviews ... and more ALl FOR JUST G0




