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Fr. Jobn writes

The editor of a recent edition of The
Taplet (16/03 /1995) writes, it is time to
acknowledge that the unique status of the
prlest In Irish soclety together with the
vast power of the clerical bureaucracy,
and the spirltual Infantilistm of the laity
that inevitably resulted were unnatural,
unhealthy and wrong.”

It was the expression "the spiritual
infantilisn of the laity” which caught my
attention. [ might not fully agree with
that opinion, but I can't help thinking
that the wast number of people in
contemporary Ireland are poody prepared
in "spiritual” matters. Very many people,
perhaps most, have never apened a book
on & apidtual topic or asked a searching
question about their faith since they left
secondary school.

It's pointless asking wha is to blame.
Frointing the fAnger in one directlon or
insisting on some form of collective
ignorance isnt't helpful. More to the
puint, think of the opportunity and the
task facing the contemporary church.
Think of the faith enrichment ordinary
people can give to one another, if only the
church can provide meaningful and
sustainable ways of doing it. | keep on
trying!  In the meantime | find R S
Thomas' poem helpful:

When we are weak, we are

strong. When out eves close

on the world, then somewhere

within ws the bush

burms. When we are poor

andd aware of the inadequacy

of pur table, it is to that

uninvited the guest comes.
"Counterpoint.”

LENTEN MEIMTATIONAL
THEMES

Week Five - Injustice

. "Woe to those who cnact wnjust laws
and issue oppressive decrees! Woe io
those who rob the poor of their rights
and deprive my people af justice.” (Is.
[:1-2). The choice is ours.

2. If one part suffers, alf suffer.” (1
Cor 12:26). The tragedy of injustice is
that 1t condemns us all

3. “With the Lord our (rod there is no
injustice.” (2 Chron. 19:7).  Let us
allow the light of God’s justice to shine
n our world.

4, "The wicked do noi Enow whot
justice means.” (Prov.28:5). There are
none so blind as those who will not see.

5 “The virtuons man is concerned for
the rights of the poor.” (Prov.29.7),
Christian love is the poor’s most basic

nght.
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Mra. HKatherine (Kay) Forde, late
of the Ridgewsy, died last week
at Emst Ferry Hursing Home, where
ghe had been & reslident for
almest ten years. She bBad  bean
in declining heslth for most of
that time, and eveotually passed
away peacefully on 29th February.
We extend the sympathy of the
community (4] her daughters
Catherine and Jecqui, and sops
Denis, John and B411.

William Kelleher, Mount Carmel,
wWwilton HAoed, died peacafully at
Cork University Hospltal Tl
Monday last, 18th March.  Bill,
ag he was popularly known, was &
regerved mnd gentle person with
hie own quiet senee ef humour. A
pative of Midleton, he epent all
his working life in the banking
profaselion. We extend our
gympathy to his wife Nancy, his
gon David and daughter Fiona.
May he reat in peace.

fo BaptisnD
S

We welpome into our cosmunity the

‘Tollowing who were  baptised
recently:
KIEFER BAUTON , '"Edenville",

Woedleigh Park, son of Michael
and Martina.
CHAISTOPHER AARON FITZIGERALD, 73

Leegdale, son of Christopher and

Mary.
SEAN DIARMUID HARRINGTON,
'Carrigbeg', Magazine BRosd, =on

of Gepard and Alna.

WHY LITURGY?

How often have we heard: fTha
Mass is barine; it's the same
gvery Sunday; why can't "thay’
make it more interesting?”  Yel,

we pefer to the Mass as "the
central act of worship of
Catholics". Go what 1s the
problem?

it =ays =amething that our

churchaes are Mill to capacity for
midnight Mass at Christmas and
Easter. The fact that our
churches are filled for the Good
Friday Stations of the Cross and
the other Holy Week Ceremonias
makes a profound statement.
Shouldn't all our liturgies be
as meaningful and =5 relevant,
gapecially our Sunday Eucharist?
What can we do to make them 8a?

i SYMPRTHY

We offer our sincere aympathy to
MARY COLEMAN, CGreanfield=, oo the
desth of her father.

Ta  5R. DECLAN  COTTER, 4
Jopeph's Convent, on the death of
her sister.

Te  BILL HEMMESSY, 22 Wilton
Gardene, won the death of his
sister, HRev. Mother Certrude
Hepnesey, Franciscan Community,
Louisiena.

To BMARION MURPHY, Leesdala, <N
the death of her mother, Sheilas
Mullins.

To  LABOURE KELLEHER, Farranles
Park, on the death of her
brother, Joha Walsh.

To the O'LEARY FAMILY, Farrenles
Park, and the MULCAHY FAMILY,
Tara Court,on the death of their
grandfather, John McSweeney, and
grandaunt, Medge Drew.
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A PARISIIIONER WRITES. ..

16 Tara Court,
Glashean Foad

Ceer Editor,
This 1& mnot 80 much a8 book

recammendation a= B0 anthoe
recommendation: Dom Helder
Camars.

Scme  books wear well, they
become companione, On my shelf I
find three wery emall, short

booke by him. They were preaents
from me ko my teenmge offspring.
They've become part of their
legacy to me oow thet they've
Flown the nest! Two other books
alaas by him hawve recently been
etithuslastically appreciated when
Trecycled az presents toc a cousin
at the other end of the age
gpectrum!l

The three at hend are: 'Hopiog
againgt ALl  Hope', Gill &
Maemillan, ODublin 1984, 'The
Desert is Fertile', Sheed & Ward,
London 1974, '"The Goepel with
Dom  Helder  Camara’, Darton,
Longman & Todd, London 1986,

In 71 mMamory , Ehe
characteriztice of Dom Helder
Camara's Christian vision and
practice are: & deep attentive
love of truth, a profound desire
for justice amopgst humsn belings
and In the whole world, in all
placez where 1t 1z needed, and
with that in view, & recognition
of the walue of simpliclity, =a
total respect for the poor, a
gentle and Ffirm tenderness for
all: poor and rich, & wonderful
genae of cosmic praiee in
acknowledgement of the beauty
of God and of Cod's creation.

Dom Helder Camara is truly. an
guthor for our time.

Yours gincerely,
Madalaine MacHamars

COMMENT

MEDIA COMBMENT by "LUKE"

AN EMOTIONAL REACTION?

Death 18 a&lweys a tragedy,
afffecting families and
communities in a wvery peracnal
WA . The death of an inbocent
child is particularly poignant.

The dresdful shooting dead of
glxteen innocenta and their
teacher in Dunblane hes  touched
not just the affected families tut
tha whole community d1in that
begutiful willage, =3 well a8
communitles everywhers.

Our hearts go out to them and
we join our prayers with theirs
in thelr grief. Yet, wa feel
helplees when confronted with a
tragedy of this magnitude. We
react, if we are to be honest
with ourselves, on an emcticnal
level,

Perhaps we might consider
reacting in a more prectical way
to & tragedy of ab  equally
horeific magnitude (aty! our
doorsteps? On the strests of our
g¢itles and towne we have homeless
children who badly nesad our help.
We heve Bn ever-growing noumber
who are dependant on drugs, who
are caught up in wviclent erime.
Ie it beyond ws to regpond Go
their needs, to be of help, to he
the good Samaritat, to do more
than wring our hande in helpless
horror?

Perhape this could be our
tribuke to the mamory of the
awful heppening im Dunhlane?
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North Cathedrel Fund

A Grend Cencert in aid af the
Rengvatlon will be held on Sunday
3let March in Dennehy's OCrass
Chursh at B p.m. Performers con
the night are: The Fleischmann
Choir and Cork School of Music

3ymphony  Orchescra  performing
Faure's Requiem & Tesar Frank's
Symphany , doloigts are  Helen
Hasszett, Soprarg and  Cordon
Garde, Baritone, and the
canductors Wwill be Cealfrey
Spratt and adrlan Patroy.

admisslon £9, Family E12, O.ALP.
and groups 3. Tickets available
in C.F. Centre [{mornings:.

"Go first and be reconciled"

It's impartent to ask Fore
forgiveness Irem the people we
have hurt and to then be willing
to forgive those who hurt us,
too. Jesus eaid, "If you bring
your gift to the altar, and there
recall that your ©brother has
anything against you, leave your
gift there at the altar, go First
end be peconciled with your
brother” (Matthew 5:23-24).

If you bknow of anybody you
have hurt by your theughts, words
or actlons, stop resding this pow
and plen how wyou can tell that
person ¥ou are sorry  and  would
like to be friends again. It's
not  easy bet it ds  the reight
thing to do. 3ay a short prayer
In your heart before you go so
that God's help will be with you.

Visitation
Fr. Finbarr will continue
vigltation ol Magazioe

boad/Callepe Road this week.

FPrayers of the Faithful
Would readers pleage collect
their rota at the mlter rails.

Dunblana Tragaedy

Books of Condolence have been
opeted at  the City Hall and
Merchant's Quay Shopping Centre,
A Hight At The Haces

Come and en]oy the thrill of the
turf, the thunder of thke hoof and
the excitement of winning, st
Bishopetown G.A.A. Club on Friday
20th March at B.30p.m. organfsed
by the HMount Mercy Parents
hesociation.

Sipper Dance

In Mgore's Hotel in aid of Cara
Hougse {home for the freil and
elderly) on 28th March at 9 p.m.

Adm. E5. Music by 'The Circlies'.
Entire proceeds going to <Cars
Houge.

{GooD Luck

Best wishes to Oolaiste an
Epioraid HNeoimbh in the Munster
Senior Football fimal thia

Sunday .

Readings For Sunday March 31
Is,.50:8-7.Pg.21,Phil,.2:6-11.
Mt.26:14-17:66,

Gospel of the Palms: Mt 21:1-11.




