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Authority in the Church.

Fr. Joe Dunn is well known for
his T.¥., produection of Radhare
documentaries. Curing the week
he publizhed a book which is
critical of Catholie Church
gtiructures - as he sees  them.
Bizhop Willie %Walgh of %illaelaoe
was also quoted during the past
few days o©on the necessity for
further debate on certsin aspects
af Church practice.

Theee puhlications lesve some
people guite confused. What is
the Church coming ta? Hawven b we
encugh ceitice outside cur rcenks
without sdding to  them? To

Slbeady our nerves we might recall

a few pointa:

l. The care wvalues taught by the
Church are not under attack.

2. The commizsion fgiven the
Chureh by Christ Himself to
preach his messesge Lo the
world i= glven total
allegiance,

3. The manner in which this is
done - and especially the

exercisa of authority, is the
matter being debated.

4. Jesus made it clear that
authority among his followeps
differed from otheps, "He
who wants to be first aemong
¥ou omust he your sepvant.™

5. It may be fruitful to take a
look a8t ourselves to see iF
Wwe = frail human beings - are
being faithful to this in mll
LA8EE .

Special

This weekend is ano of special
prayer for wocationg to che
priesthood and religious 1ife.

Firat Btep: Pray about the inners
stirrings in your hesart that you
think might be & wvoecatien, Talk
to eomeone whose judgement ¥ou
value, live a5 normal a 1ife a=
ANyane ¥our age.

Then: - for diocesan priesthood

Prayer

the Digcesan Vocations
Director, Fr. Hoel Of'Sgllivan,
&t. Finbarrs, Farranferecis, tel.
103015, or a local priest.

- for religicus life
tact the religions house, e.g.
S.M.A, Wiltan, Sacred  Heart,
Western Road, Freaentabion
Brothers, S5t. Catherines {Mercy
Sigters), 5t., Josephz [SBisters of
theé Infent Jesus), Poor Clares,
ekc.

contact

con-
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Cherrygrove,
Madel Farm Hoad

Degr Editor,

What a gloomy piece by Luke aon
Easter Sundey morning! He takes
his rcug from the =secular press;

all the jargon is there - "church
rocked to its foundetions", "more
to come", "spathy", "confusion",
"hetrayal”, "bitterncss”

Take Theart Luke. We had
wonderful ceremenies at the Holy
Chost. Look at the wolunteary

work thaet must have gone fnoto
making Ehe church sperkle &od
#leam; the long hours of
rehearsals by & choir that
rendered 8 memorable performence;
the word perfect Readings and
thoughtful aermons. ... Why carp?
Why not rejoice at the
universality of our falth? 1]
hillion Cathelice =&l1 over the
globe were in communion with us
all recelling and reliving the
events of Calvery  and the

Resurrection. We rmeally are
lucky to beleng. Let'a thank our
hard working clergy and
enthusiastic parishioners whao

made the occreion so memorable.

Yours sincersly,
Jane Guinlen

A =
‘FICLP!:
L
Can You Help?
Double drainar neaded for

kitehen at Blshopstown Meals on
Wheels. If you have one you are
noe lenger using we would be glad
of 1t. Plesse contect the C.P.
Centre, morninge, tel. 344482,

FOLLOW-UP TO TRIDUUM MEETING

On a most miserably wet Tuesday
night last week, 28 hardy sculs
met in the Crypt to take a STAZe
further the pointa raised at our
Triduum mesting.

On the matter of prayer, there
was sSome surprise expresasd at
the wvariety of opportunities to
pray that already exizted.
Examples were G{n]l Hetreats, a
Meditatian Croup, Christian
Family - Movement, Fible 3tudy,
Perpetual fAdoration inm the Foor
Clare Chapel. There Was a
suggestion that we might follow
their example end have 8 monthly

perlad oft Adorvation for i
apecific intention.

Fr. Jobh gave a ‘potted
hiatory' of Vetican II and both

he and Sr. Ursula emphasised the
{mportance of the challenge of
Baptism in the Christian's life.

Fr. Finbarr epoke an the need
for all the witnessing community
not only to worship and pray
together, but to be invalved, =5
a community, in the social issues
as well.

Many speakera raised the
queation of involvemant b
parishioners 1in the running of

the parish. Thare was a need
for formation, for learning, for
knowledge., It wag only a matter

af time before we pave only twWo
prieats, perhaps even one. Fr.
Jokn challenged us to plan for &
parish with N parish team!!

The meetinzg opened with &
prayer led by the Dean and closed
with & plea to the Spirilt te be
active among us, led by Sr.
Uprguls, Perhbaps it was an Odmen
{1) but the dreadful rain had
1ifted when we left the meeting!

A4 further meeting is planned in =
month'a time. Plaage watch the
Bulletin for detalls.
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COMMENT

MEDHA COMMENT By "LUKE"

"WHERE ARE YOU, COD?"

"Where are you, Cod?" asked the
WOmAT gurviveor of the CQana
wreckage . It's a oty that has
echoes in so many areas of the
world wherse man's npeed f[op
violence and revenge has overcome
the ple=ms far peace.

One would have thought that, with
50 many mareiapes wnder threat,
there would have been g universal
welecome For the new States law on
B minimum =sge of 18 years for

merriage and a statubtory Chree
monthe period of notice. Hot =o.
Fr. Maurice Dooley, a former

Professor of Canon Law, maintaing

that it iz =n intrusion by the
State on the "natural Tight %o
marey and with the Church's
exclusive competence over the
essentlals af marrisge of
Catholics."

I read rpecently about anokther

approach to marriage stabilliy.

In the ald Celtic church
calender, the Lammas falr or
festival Was a highlight.

{HRemember the Old Lammas Fair at
Ballyecastie - Oh17) One libersl

custom was the eleven-dey "trial
marriage". The Lammas faip
lasted eleven daye. The young

couple could thetn call off the
marriagze if they didn't
particularly fency a life-lobg
commitment!?

In war, as 1in lowe, perhapa

things haven't chaoged ail that
much when you think about 1t.

FEXEREFRE N XX Y R XN XX FEEEEXRERE

To CLARE CURRAN,

N SYRIPATRY

Wilton Awvenus,
an the death of her brother.

We offer our eiocere sympathy to
SHEILA HIGOIMS, Leesdals, on the
death of her mother.

~F5551-

Due to lack of space, results of
the Esster competitions will bna

held cwer until naxt week.
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First Friday

Mext Friday, 3rd May, iz the
Firat Friday of the month. Calls
to the sick and housebound on bhe
ususl days,

Vigitation
Fr. Finbare Will centinue
vigsitation om Model Farm  Road

during the week.

GJoce Us !

Cetholic Nurses Guild of Ireland
16th Annuel Filgrimage to Fnock
on Saturday 4th May. Everybody
walcome. Cootact Anne IUGEGSA.

All Irish Pre—School

At Bishopatown LET- T Club,
Mohday to  Fridey, 8.45-1.00,
conducted by native Irish
speaker., Enrol naw for
September 1996. Enguiries 961222
pem. or 902665 (voice maill.

3t. Vincent de Paul

Monthly  collection will take
onlace Bt &ll Mazses next week-
end .

Feadinge for Sundesy 5 May
Acte 6:1-T7. Pg,32.1 Pat.2:4-9.
Jn.14:21-12,

Bishopstown Social Services

Anngal Summer Outing for senlop
citizena and friends to Cashel
Heritage Centre aon Thureday 9th
May. Tickets £10 availables fram
Michael Hawdon {341638), Brid
Hartnett (544693, Hora
Fitzpatrick [546358).

Shout for Joy to the Lord
Celebration, preise, on Friday

ard May at Apdfallen Ceontre,
Douglas Roed, st B.30 p.m. For
mare information econtact Hilery
(3T3413) or Valerie [291214].

%%%;%EQ

Bishopstown G.A.A.

Cork  County Senior Faotball
Championehip, Bishopstown v
Ballincellig, Sundey 28th at 3,30
pm. in Paire Ui Chasimh. We
need your esupport to brinzg A
Senior County Championghip to
Bishopstown. Bi linn agus beldh
an buadh againt.

PRIESTS' EMERGENCY NUMBER

Lo EE-ST9040

It could make all the difference

The May issue of the Fold carries a wealth of useful news and
infarmation, including: a featuire on Alcoholics Anonymous + the
new Marriage notice laws = the Missions in Peru and Ecuador =
Newcestown parish * the head of the Bon Secours sisters + and

all the local news.

Just 60p In the May Fold




