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Last Saturdey we had First Haly
Communion in our pacish. It was
a beautiful ceremaony angd g credit
te all concerned. The children
locked lowvely and their ioncocence
and enthusiasm touched all those
prasent. 1 saw 8 teer or two
being wiped surreptibiocusly from
more then one eye. The day was
warm and sunny and I'm sure thao
children enjoyed themselves,

I heard a comment saome time
aga which saddensd me wvery much.
"Thay look lovely oo their Firat
Holy Communion Day.," someone
gaid, "end there's & great desl
of hope, but many of them may oot
gee the inside of a chureh for
the pest of the summer and
perhaps for B long time
aftervards. "

I ecan't wvouch for the truth of
kEhat statement, but how ssd it
would be 1iF even one child had
that experience. The acheols
and teachers do &0 much to
prepare them and then it could
become ab  empty charade. A
depreseing thought, and & great
burden ©o put on a seven year old
child.

Here in our parish we have,
thank God , something VEBTY
different. & group of young
Muma have got together to look
after the Iliturgical needs of
thelr children. We have g
family Mase eack mopth in the
crypl. The parenta train the
children to take part in the
readings, prraYers of the
faithful, offertory procession,
nka. More and more families are
getting invalwved, Mums and Dads

come early bo opet the crypt ready
and thers is a wonder fful
community atmoephers. To me 1t
is a seed of hope and & pointer
t2 the way forward for our Church
- lay iovolvement and Jdownright
hard work and coomitment!

All is pot doom and gloom and
our priests  are, once agsin,
gettinog the support they need and
deserve,

Ashling Quarterly - A Review
Thise magezine i published io
Co.  Galway, with cootributors
from Irelsnd and abroad writing
about peligious 1ssues with an
interest both in renewal and In
tradition, on splritusl issues
particularly with  regard Lo
guestions concerning women, and
also the peychaological aspects of
the faith journey and prayer.
Other articles cowver soclal,
historical, ecomamic,
epvironmental, polikieal, Irish
and world situaticon. Blonn alt 1
nGaellge 1 gconai anm.

It is & wery stimulating read,

original, challenging,
refreshing, liberating, &
magazine to be  lent, pessed

around, discussed of meditated
upon. It iz an excellent example
of a gpiritual gift, for oneself
and for cne's frienda.

Further detalles are awvailable
fram : ASHLING Quarterly,
Infasmor, Arainn, Co. na
Geillaimhe. PhoneFax
(09961245, Emsil szsmagdicl.is

Cogt E£2.50 per issue o E1D by
subscriptian.
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COMMENT

MEDIA COMBMENT by "LUKE®

THE FIRST LAST, THE LAST FIRST

Ote  day during the week juast
pAesed, Mark's gospel ended with
the well-knowm line, ™The first
will be last and the last fipst.”
It =et me thinking.

We have, in recent days, seen

Dail Eireann smarting with
tightecus dndignation over the
Anthoty Duncan case. In
circumstances like these,

reputationa can bka ahredded and
pecple’s good names tarnished.
One's good veme i sacrad.

In fact, in =zome civilisstions
the n=me itself iz sacred, =
matier of greatest pride and
digoity. It ias wuttered with
gravitas, There dis  little
enough  evidence of this  in

today's society.

While personal awards ace an
acknowledgement of personal
achievement, do they tend ta
trivialisa the fimportance of
affirmation? Are they, somehow,
contributing (4] Bn already
elitiat sociaty?

I recently pread of a wvery
private and unpretentious way of
saying 'thank you'. Paily, a
waoman In 8 shabby coet agtood
begging in front of & church.
41! wera greeted with a emile and

a "good morning'. Then she
digappeared.

When she finally re-appeared
an 4  sunny  day, =& regular
contributor went to give her

something but she was atopped.

"Tkank you for helping me ell
those days," she gaid, "you won't
gee me sgain becavse I've got &

job."  And then she reached into
& bag an banded her a package.

She had been waiting to say
‘thank you' to all her regulars.
In the packege was a doughnut,
her way of saying "I appreciate
vour thoughtfulpess.™

I think Mark would lhave heen
impressed! !

“WHY DO WE PRAY GO0, KEEP TENS
OLD AR GOIRES T LET'S JUST PRAY FOR
A MNEW CaR "

Glasheen,

0'Keaffa,
ko convey her wvery
sincere thanks to all the pecple
of thie Parish who showed concern

Ms. Winnie
wounld like

and support for her - followlng
the wiolent Attack on her parson
some monthe sEo.

Regt In Peace
Sympathy

We offer our siocers sympathy to
MaY GATELY, Wilton Avenue, on the
death of her brother In England.
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Monday 3rd June

A5 this Monday iz m Bank Holiday,
T30 p.m. Masz will not bhe
celebratad,

Corpus Christi
Next Thursday., EBth June, is the

Feast of Corpus ©Christi and a

Holyday of Obligakbion., Mass on
Wednesday at T7.30 p.m. and on
Thuredsy &t 9,00, 10.30, 12.15
and 7.30 pom.

Confesglons an Wednesday
evaning after Mags.
Firat Friday
Hext Friday, 7Tth June, is the
First Friday of the mooth.

Calls to the sick and housebownd
on the uswuel days.

N/

Special Mass for Students

Will take place on Tuesday night,
kth June, at 7.30 p.m. for the
Intentions of all thoss beginning
examz o Wednesday next. We
invite students anig thelr
femilies to pray that they will
be puided by the Holy Spirit.

Sunday Mass Missalettes

Flegse collect your mizzsalettes
at the door before Mazs and
return them to the box after
Mase. This would help to keep
the church btidy.

St.Joseph's Young Priests Society
Monthly meeting 1o the C.P.
Centre at B p.m. next Thursday,
fth June.

Pioneer Totel Abstinence Agsen.
New members of the Pioneer Total
Abstinence Asgsociation will be
enrolled at the fAnnusl Mass in
honour of the Saered Heart at
T-30 p.m. on Fridsy, 1ith June -
feast of the ZSacred Heert.

Anyone of 25 or B0  years
membership regquiring = sllver op
#old pin or badge may contect J.
Coffey (345281) or L. Q'Dpiscoll
[(5UYEE2) before June Bth.

ANNUAL BEUCHARISTIC PROCESSION

Haxt Sunday Gth June.,
Parishicners will assemble in the
grounds of the chyurch at 2.45
p.n. and move off promptly via
Colipge Road.

1995 is the TOth anniversary
of the Firset Eucharigtic
Processlon in Cork. Do you know
of anybody who took part in this
Procassion in 19267 A& special
place will be provided for these
paople near the Altar st Daunt's
Gquare. Relatives are invited
Ea bring them along.

Froceggzion night Hurling Match

betwesn Gler Hoverz and St.
Finbarr's will take place at
Faire Cricstoir Ui Rion at 7.30
p.m. Adm. EZ2.

Glesaes Found
On & wall on the Wilton Aoad.
Flease conkact 541703,

Headings for next Sunday
The readings Tor Sunday, June 9th
ape + Hoe.b6:3=-6, Fealm 44,

Fom.L:18-25 and Matt,9:9-13




