Second Sunday of Advent
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The Germans have a Christmas
custam called Eriastkingle. Py
introducticn to Frictkingle
happened like this. One Advent I
was 8t what could be rcalled a
retreat fworkshop, At the
beginoning, the priast Wit  Was
glvipg 1t =suggested that we put

gll the pames into a hat and each
draws out one, We were to keep
the pame secret bul were to ey
to trept that person as we would
the Christ Child during the
week-end . He =treseed thet we
were ko be  as  unobtrusive as
poeaible and not smother anyone
with unwanted attention.

Bi gpo malth aguz nl rcalbh go
hole, as kthey say ,until I noticed
on the second day that my
Kristkingle WA G obviously
distressed and had been crying.
What was I to do¥ 1 wanted ko do
8 good Job and I suppoE=s to be
gean  bto chave done a good Joboat
the end aof the retreat. That ,
however, was my need and thank
Jod I recogniaed it ame such.
The last thing that poor lady
needed was & bumbling do=-gooder,
whe was & stranger, Intruding
into her privacy and distress,
I did & lot of soul searching and
learned a lot about myself, aboub
genaicivity and asbout what it

megsnt to  really consider  the
neads of other persons. I am
glad to say it =ell worked out
weell in the end.

I wae reminded of  this
axperience by hearlng someone sgy
that Christmes can he a difficult
time [or many people, Families
come together, but it iz not
always sweaetness and light. 1t
can he wery difficult bo really
focus on another person's needs,
even for a day 88 [ learned
iduring my retreat. A mother who
iz tired amnd harassed {rom all
the preparation and cooking,
children  who are noisy and
excited and elderly relatives who
are not used to peise are not
plways an eazy mix. It tekes =
lot of focusing on other people’s

real needs, not the needs I
imagine kthey have, to make it go
amoothly . The miracle of

Christmas im that g0
families mapage to do this.
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We pray for the late DMary
Fedmond, Avondsle, Model Farm
Boed, who died recently. Mary
Was a daily Massgoer during her
time here in the parish. BShe was
& wWoman who took great pride in
her home, and one who slwaye
extended 8 warm  welcome ko
anybody who wisited her. She
gpent the past while in Cuskinoy
Hureing Home, ©Cobh, =since  her
illnese. Mary will be missed by
all who frequented daily Mazs and
all who met her oh her deily
Jjourney to the church. Mary was
pre=deceazed by her husband. We
offer our sympathy to ber slster
Fay, who now lives in Avondale.

Though she hadn't been well for
gome time, Pegzgy Crowley's desath
came ag 8 shock to ewverybody. &
quiet and sensitive lady, Fegpy
wag A laoysl snd regular attender
at our Thurch. We offer our very
aincere aympathy to her husbend
Christy, to her sons John and
Thomes, her brothera Michasl and
Frr. Thomas, her sisters Mary and
Er. Thomee. May ghe wmest in
peace.

We pray for the 1lste Peter
Hegarty, The OCrove, Model Farm
Road. Peter was well known 1n
the English Market where he had &
butcher's =tall, In his compamy
you were alwaya guaranteed a good
time becauge of his a=ense of
humeur. Peter hadn't been well
for the peet few years and was
pre-deceased by his wife Mary.
To all the family we offer our
sympathy and prayers.

Congratulstions to the following
parishioners who were married
during the last Tew months:
COLETTE CROSS, 'Glepealy', 61
Wilton Gardens, who married Sean
Slevin, Carrigaline,

JCHE  DUMNE, 'Elsipocre', Model
Farm FRoad, whoe married cCiara
Dalton, Uam Var Estate.

JOANNE HARLEY , Canvent Lane,
Eishopstown Avenue, whao married
David Condron, Carlow.

FINBARE EENMEALLY, 28 Leesdsle,
who marrcied Barbara Heating,
Dillons Cross.

VALERIE LONG, 28 Parkway Drive,
who martricd Kevin Clawvin,
Califaornis.

DAl LYONS, 14 Kenley Drive, who
mareried Louise Hartnett, Partean,

Co. Clare.,

CELINE MULLANE, 31 HMount EBden,
Kenley, Who married Kieran
Colling, Ballincollig.

PAUL McKBEOW, 16 Parkway Orive,
who married Martina Healy,

Enccknaheeny Avenue.
AKH MacVERSTOM, 35 Orchard Court,

who martied Edmond Ryan,
Bellineollig.
FADRAIG  Q'DONOVAN, B Kenley

Cloze, who married WVera Calnan,
Clonakilty.

E&CHEL ESHINHICK, 20 Blshopscourk
Boad, whoe married Ted Bradley,
Omagh .

Sympathy .

We aoffer our sincere sympathy to
MATT DUNME, Elsinore, Model Farm
Foad, on the death of bis
brother, Depmok. '

To JACE HEGARTY, 2 Bishopscourt
Lawn, on the death of his brother
Feter.



COMMENT

MEDIA COMMENT by "LUKE®

Some years ago 1 heard of &
confidence trickater wha dressed
well and fregquented golf clubs
and rughy clubs and stale chegue
books to fund his gambling habit.
He was ceught and impriscned. At
his trial It was revesled that he
came from & well=to=do family,
had marrled 'well', had & laowvely
Family and ran a wvery successiul
business, Gambling reduced him
to stealing for & liviong., Ue had
lost all,

I thought of him recently when
I resd the editorial in the
October issus of 'Reality'. It
Was headed "The Cambling
Addiction' and gome of the
gtatistice quoted by Cerard
Molonew, C.85s.H, the editor, are
ghocking In every szenge of that
word.

He claims that
@illions aof pounds - Y¥es, that's
the f[igure, tens of milliocns of
poundes = are gambled apnually In
Ireland. Lagt wyerr £23 million
waa zpent at our greyhound tracks
and many more on  horse-racing
bath at the track and in bookies®
aff'ices. Toteal revenus Ffor the
Mational Lobttery last year was &
staggering £3%03 millionl
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He crlle for a review off the
operation of the Mationel Lottery
which, Fr. BHMoloney claims, has
imetitutionalised gembling io
thiz country. Tt has encouraged
bupe numbsrs of peaople to pamble
with money which they cannoct
af'ford. Foor people buy omore
tickets than anyone else, We all
love to dresm!

He calls o gambling
education in our churches and In

auT schools and o mare
preventian and treatment
programmes . He even suggests

that the MNationel Lottery provide
the Tunding For these programmes!

For thoee who might wish
tn gwall of the service, TGAMBLERS
BNONYMOUS are at L1 MacCurtaino
Street. Their Lelephone number
iz 01501,
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It was heartening to have a
response to 'Media Comment' ewven
though I Was arcused of
Covernment  bashing and being
kysberical, I keve always been
vepy g2low to 'invade' the areas of
politics. 1 made my comments on
“the hasie that little real
information was made available by
Covernment  through the media of
indeed anywhers elee. In &
demacrecy [ beliewve Cowvernment
had a duty to do this., I fesred
this leck of unbiased information
woltld lesd to s aituwation where,
in  fact, 30% of the wobers
dattded by mejority wvote on &8
very [undamental issue. But
this 18 their deciegion apd, 88 A
demoerat, I myst shide by it.
Lesk it be wviewed otherwise, I am
a wery apolitical animel with no
party affiliations.

Thank wou for the opening
bouquet and, indeed, for the
cpiticism. I will keep away from
politics for B whilel
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Bulletine to Homes

Bulletins will be deliversd to
all homes in the  parish next
wepk-end. FPlease let us know 1F
¥l do not recelve &8 copy. We
would Iike to  thank a1l oup
discributors Tor thelr help.
Pagtoral Council

Meeting this Mandey Gth at
B.10p.m. in the C.F. Centre.

Mage lor S5ick snd Housebound

Mazg will b celebrated an

Gaturday 14th December at 3 p.m.
in the Crypt. The Sacrament of
the Sick will be adeministered
during the Massz. e  would
regquest Contact people to ensure

that transport is svailable wheras
required.

s always, the organisers are
dependant an Eha wanderful
respense from Contact pecple and
parishioners who supply
gandwichea and cakes fto ensure
that those who attend the Mass
2] oy the social aspect
af terwarde.
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Dcan Denis C¥Conngr. PIY 5424972
Fr. Finlsarr Crowley, C.C. 343895
Sr. Ursula (¥Callaghan 54554%

Emcrgency Mimber BR-510040

Yo be wsed whten yoi cannot confacd the prie
¥ fris home,

Traffic Problemsa Bishopstown Area
Bisghopstown Community Assocciation
will haold a public meetlng at
Bishopsbaown G.A LA, Club o
Tuesday 10th December at B p.m.

Powdermills Toasimasters Club

The migsfon of the Club is to
oraovide & mutually supportive and
positive learning environment in

which each member has  the
opportunity to devalop
communication and leaderehip
gkills, which in turn foster
gelf-conffidence and personal
growth. Theough the club's
education programme we &lm To

become better thinkers, listeners
and speakers. Why not come along

and try it out as our guest.
Hext meeting Wednesday 11
December at & p.m. at the
Westpark Hotel, Ballincollig.
Coffee Morning

In aid of the Irish Eldney
Agaociation at Dennehy's Cross
Bar on ‘Wedneaday 11th December,
13.15 - I2 noon. Christmas
gifts, novelties &nd raflle.

Fleaze caome along and suppaort.

Feadinge for Sunday 15 December
Is.561:1-2, 10-11. Pe.Lk.1.
:1f-10, Jn.1:6-8, 19-28.




