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Christmas is s time for giving,
gz well as receiving zifts. It's
arn old and hleszed custom. The
Lord himselfl said, "It is & mare
blessed thime to zive than tao
recelve,” 1t iz &lso 8 bhlesaed
thiog to receive graciously. The
gif't might be small, but think of
the love - and perhaps sacrifice
- that inspired the giving,

Et. Francis of Asasisi wrote,
"It is in giving that we receiwve"
= go true, and there 1s more Lo
giving than just haoding out
gocods or money. In fact, it may
e more fmportant that we give af
aqureelves. T was sreminded of
this recently in reading the life
off  Venerable Frederic Ozanam.
tWho  was  he?) I bet wou
thought, like I did ome  time,
that the St. Vincent de Paul
Society was founded by Vincent de
Paul himself. Ho so - Frederic
Ozanam was the man. He liwved in
France, 1813-1053., He was a very
gifted sciemtisk, lawyer and
professor at the famous Sorbonne
Upiversity in Paris.

Az & young man  at Lhe
University he was the butt of
jitea and Jjokezs, as he, and a
amall minority of fellaw
students, tried to  1ive  the
teneks af" their Catholic
religion, In a strange wWay od

used this experience to focus the
attention of this small group <on

the plight of the poor in the

city. They founded [pom their
mMeagre resUrces the first
Conference aof St. WVincent de
feul.

They saw that 1it' 18 & more
blessed ching o Eive than To
receive. But they saw slag thet

the giving needs to be done with
grest tenderness, lowve and
understanding . Otherwise 1t
could do more harm than good -
degrade rather than uplift.

Thi=s has been kthe badge of the
Society ever gince = and an
gxample for Christlan giving.

Caral Service

Om Sunday 22nd December at T.pm. in thiz
Church, Participating choirs include; Cor an
Spioraid MNaoimb

Church of the Assumption Ballvphehane
Musical Director - Pamick G Killeen

St. Joseph's Church Choir, Castlemartvr
Conductor - Tomas OTuama

Christmas Choral Concert
On Frday 20th December at $.pm. in St

Petet and Pauls Church, with John O°Flyan
(Bass) and Michacl Tiermmey (Tenor).

Chaoirs include Ouwr Lady of Logrdes National
School, Ballinlough, Cor an Spioraid Nacimh,
City of Cork Male Voice Choir and Lionsa.
Admissicn £4 - Concessions £2

Reconciliation Services
4t EB.M.A. Wilton, and
Heart Church, on Thursday
Decembar at 7.30 p.m.

EMOW YOUR DATES

Colourful Farish Calendar far

garle at &8ll Magses thig weak—gnd,
Price 20p.
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Dear Editor,

I hawve to writa Lo eXprees my
delight and enjfoyment of the
Children'e Christmas PFPageant and
Carcl Concart in the Church of the
Holy Spirit last Sunday. 1t wae
g wonderful experience, very
moving, wery spiritual. The
children excelled themselves,
Their eioging, readings and
playing ware oubstanding.

A & grandmother who took five
of her grandchildren with her, 1
can well appreciste the trojan
wark that went Inte making the
event such 8 wonderful occaslon.

It was hard enough 1o organise
five; what must it have taken to
organise suck & bip group of
children of all ages?

Well done, to the Parepnts
Commlittee, They degerve the
gratitude and epplause af' everyone
in the parish for the houra aof
hard work they put into making the
Fageant such ar outstanding
SUCCESE.,

Well done, parents.

Yours slncerely,
Betty Layton

FParigh Filgrimage to Lourdes
In econjunctian with the Diocesan

pilgrimage, will taeke place on
11th-16th June, Further
infformation after Christmas,
Contact Fr. Finbarr or Joeg
E'Heilly Travel.

Fraying in Advent

Are ¥au interested in
eiperiencing different weys of
prayiog this Advent? I so, why

not  Jaln other wounz adults et
"Pochas" Community, 1% Montford
Fark, Mardyhke <n Monday December
16tk at & p.m.

Chrigtmas Day Dinner

The Knighte of S5t. Columbanus will
held theip fAnnual Christmas Day
Dinner for the nesdy of the vity
gt the Hostel, Anglesea Terrace, at
12.30 p.m. For further
informatinn contact Jim at IULETS.

Housekeepar Wanted
For saechool in Blshopstown Area.
Must be eligible faor the 3.E.5.

Seheme, Please contact Y2655,
FPantomime

This years Panto in Cork Opera House is
Cinderclla, Wonderful acting and sets will
amaze all children. Tickets are available from
the Box Office (270022}

Watch this space for a chance for some lucky
readers to win tickets !

T ¥ i el I % ,
CONGRATE RATIONS
Congratulations to the pupile aof
Fresentaticn Callegs wha won the
Bayver HaLional Selence duiz

recently. The team was captained
oy John Waldron, Wilton Rosd.

Congratulations o the following
parishioners who won Diograis
fawards at Mount Mercy Collece:
Deirdre Barry=Murphy, Fenley,
Lynne  Browne, Leesdale, and
Sinead Lucey, Kenley.

Congretulations to Breian Burke,
Farraniea Orewve, who capteined
the Irigh Senice Ichools Socccer
team on Wednesday last when they
played Australia.

Congratulations Lo John
Fitrgerald, Kenley, who played
with the Irish U-21 FBRughy Ceam

recently.

Congratulationz to Pat Mullins,
Jnr., Leeadale, who was called Lo
the Bar recently.

Congratulstions to Bertie
0'Henlen, Barpa, Model Farm Boad,
who was honoured by the Irish
Bughy Writere with a 'Hall of [Fame
Nwasd' .,



COMMENT

MEDIA COMMENT by "LUKE”

A5 we move through the Season af

Adwvent, Elkig thoughts are
coneentrated on Lhe fmminenk
arrlval of the Infapt  Jesus,

There is, perhaps, the danger that
our relatiooship with Jesus 18 an

emotional one; all of us [(well,
almost all) lowve bahbies, But
infants grow up and the eduolt
Jesus is someone that many of us

find 1t difficult to rel=te to In
4 human way. He was, after all,
Man, slbelt the Son of God.

For thi= resson, I ound the

EEC 1 TV geries on the "Liwvez of
Josus" fascinating. an Sunday
night, Mark Tully, concentrating
on “Jesus the Jew™ tock us oo a
tour of the Holy Land. %We wigited
places with the 14, Familiar
names like FBethlehem, MNezareth,

capeprnaun, Bethany and, of course,
Jeruaalem. And he spoke of "Jesus
the Jew" for that was what He was.
He would have preached about
gebiing up God's Kingdom on earth
ag foretold in Doubteronomy and
Leviticus. He taught and
worBhipped in the synagogue where
He would have been completely ™ak
homa™ .

Mark Tully, Lhe preseater,
gpake o hi= QWL peraonsl
difficulty 1n wiewing Jesus as
Jewish. Like the rest of us, he
viewed Him ss & Wegbern Christian
whereas He was, in fact, & middle-
eastern Jew. And;, a= a counkry
Rabbi, He took on the power of the
Roman Empire - not &t all what He
get out to do = and peid for 1t
with Hi= desath. Apd he asked the
question: fsn't it ironiec that a
crucified Jew could cause 2,000
yeara of anti-semitisem? He al=o
claimed thet this wery anti-

semitism  deprived the Jewish
people of centuries of the heauty
af Jesus' teaching.

Looking and listening to it asll

made me wish, once more, to wislt
the Holy Land. The presentet
spoke with many 'experts' on
Christ's life g teachinge,
including Jerome Murphy-0'Connor.
Like =0 many aothers who have
vigited the Holy Land, Mark Tully
was aghast at the exploitation and
the commercialism.
I was left with a picture of &
Jegus whe took on & difficult
taak, was supported with s handful
of men who were nob the maoat
religble, who felr, more than
ognee, forsaken by God, who died on
g rcross  without appearing  to
achieve what He set cut to achiesve
- and who changed the world!!

- W |

We pray For the late Carmel
O'Flaherty, College HRoad, who
died reoenbly. Carmel  had

sulfered 11l-heslth {for the past
number of years and waa cered for
lovingly by her husband Paddy and
daughter Yirginia. Despite her
illness Carmel never lost  her
gense off humpur and positive
attlitude to life, and was s great
neightour and friend to all who

knew her. To Paddy and Wirginie
we alfer our prayers and
gympathy.

Special Thanks

Maureen Hartnett wishes to thaok
all her kind neighbours aod
friends for thelr HMazs Bouguets,
vigits, telephone calls and Oet
Well wiskes duripg her recent
iliness. Wizking =2ll =& wery
Heppy and Hely Christmas,
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CHRISTMAS CHURCH SERVICES
MASSES CONFESSIONS
Christmas Eve Saturday 21st
9.00, 10.00 12-1pm.
&.15 p.m. Vigil Mass Before and after Vigil Mass
Midnight Mass at 12.00
Christmas Day Sunday 22nd
8.00, 9.00, 10.30, 1215, After Masses
Thursday 26th Manday 23rd
10.00 and 12 noon Penitential Service at 7.30 p.m.
Flease nole change of fimes Visiting Priests
Friday 27th Tuesday 24th

8.00 and 10.00

Saturday 28th
9.00, 10.00, 6.15pm.

ednesday 1st January
10.00 and 12 noon
_ Please note change of times

POOR CLARE MONASTERY

Christmas Eve :
No Benediclion

Christmas :
Masses at Midnight, 8.00, 10.00.
Benediction 1.00 p.m.

St. Stephen's Day :
Masses at B.00 and 10.00.
Benediction as usual.

27128129 December ;
Massaasz at 8,00 and 10.00,
Benediction as usual.

11-1; 3-5 7-9

Parish Church Mass Notice

Sunday 5th January
9,00, 10.30, 1215

Meonday 6th January
Feast of the Epiphany
Holyday of Obligation
9.00, 10.30, 12.15, 7.30 p.m
(no Vigil Mass on Sunday 5th)

EMERGENCY NUMBER

088-515940




