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Fr. Firvbar writes

CHRISTMAS RAGE!

In the past few years "road rage”
has become wvery much part of a
motorist's vocabulary about
peaple who react to others whilst
drdving, and it's not st all
plezsant to read or hear about.
Lagt week on B.B.C. Hewa they
Spoke about anothen new
phencmenon "Christmas Hage" - how
people get 5o stressed oub, poz
only do khey spoil the festive
ggeaon o themselves, but they
ruin the enjoyment of thi= jorful

time for others == well, The
ressures of sbopping,
entertaining wvieitors, trawvel,

over indulgence and so an wepe
gome of the examples given for
this "Chrietmss Ragpe".

I lowe this time, wisitcing
family =and friends, the '"feel
good" factor, the thoughifulness
aof people towards one snather,
because it's A BRSO af’
goodwill. I hope that this
Chrizimas will bring mETy

blessings to my family, friends,
perighloners, and myzell as well.
The birth of Jesus ‘is a resson to
celebrate. I pray end wish that
we Will all he ahle to da =o in
peace and harmaony .

CHURCH SERVICES

MASSES

Christmas Ewe: @, 10, 6.15pm,
Midnight Mass at 12.00.
Christmas Day: 8, 9, 10.30,12.15.
Thursday 26: 10.00 and 12.00.
Friday 27: %.00 and 10,00
Saturday 28: 9, 10, 6.15pm.
Wednesday 1 Jan: 10.00 and 12.00.
Sunday 5 Jan: 9.00, 10.30. 1£.15.
Monday & Jan. Feast of Epiphany:
9.00, 10.30, 12.15, 7.30 p.i.

(no Wigil Mazs oo Sunday Sthil.

CONFESSIONS

Saturday =21: 12-1,
after Vigll Msass.
Sunday 22: After Masses.

before and

Monday 23: T.30pm  Penicentisl
Service, Vizitiog Priests.
Tuesdsy 24: 11-1, 3-5, 7-9.

ADDRATION OF THE
BELESSED SACRAMENT

FRIDAY JANUARY 3IRD there will be
EXPOSITION ar THE BLESSED
SACRAMENT from 10.30 aum. to 7.30
.M.

Fleagse consult the chart in
the ecentre aisle of the Church
For your committed time,

8 the special intention for
Lhis month will he FAMILIES in
our parish, may we sugeest Ehat,
iff they can, families would come
and szpend scme time together wWith
Jesus,
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effiers to the Fditor

Cear Editor,

May we add our tribute to that
aof Bektty Layton In last weak's
Bulletin? A parents  and
grandnarents, we too can
appraciate =211 the work that went
into preparing for the Children's
Christmas Mez= and Pageant. In
thiz busy season it would be all
koo easy to neglect o sav, well
done ewveryone. The childrem, in
their innocence and enthuslasm,
were 1nsplring. Indeed they
could set a headline for us all!

There are so many good things
going on in our parish, such as
the monthly childeea's Mess io
the Crypt &nd the monthly First
Friday day-long Adoretion of the
Blesged Eacrament, and our thanks
gre due to the many people who
quietly organlse thes= and othar
events along with our Parish
Team, and whose efforts are not
always trecognized. A5 the year
comee to & clogsa, we aay wall
done to all. Your efforts are
appreclated.

Zincarely,
Eileen & Pat Lemasheay

-

Shanid,
odel Farm Hoad.

Dear Editor,

Pleaze L=t one have the name
and telephone of LUKE the Medis
Cammentator on the PBulletin.
Why is his (her) name 8 secret?
Her the church become mOTE
secretive and less  transparent
than the politiciana? WwWhet bave
ve to hide?

Jincerely,
Patrick Fitzgerald, M.D.

The Editor replies:

It is not umysual for columnists
o remein enanymous, Zhoyld
pecple Find ouf the Lrue
ldentiey, it is aften felt that
the walue of the viewpoints
expreased would be diminished and
ridicylad. We will not be
revealing LUEE's  identity and
thi= decision is Finalt!:l

NETICE

Powdermills Toastmasters Club
Looking Torward to Christmas!
And then the MNew Yespr! But what
about sour new yegr's
regolutionst™ Why not resolve to
Join Toastmasters and  develop
gkills that ecan transform  your
life? Our Club iz boldine a
demonstration mesting at  the
Westpark Hotel, Balliinecollip, on
Wedneaday 8th Japuary, You can
find aut what 4t is =ll sghout,
Come along at B p.m,

‘Pastoral Council Pews

The Pestoral Councii met on
Monday Oth December. Members
Were given the Sundsy Collection
envelopes for distribution and hy
oW each home should have iks box
for 1997.

A word of congratulations to
the young adults ir  thefp
Minietry as FHReaders of the
Frayers of the Faithful at Sunday
Magges. Your lfamilies should be
very proud of wou whe  have
volunteered to be part of Lhis
Miniatey, and din =0 doing give
Witness to  your calling  as
Christians,

May we wish our Parish Tesam
and all parishicners s very Happy
Christmas and every Blessing for
the New Yesp,



COMMENT

WEDLA COMMENT by "LUKE®

FREFARING FOR CHRISTMAS

The December FReader's Digest
tolls ws that "It wouldn™t be
Chrigtmgs withoub the inspiring
vaices of @ the Hipng's Colleags
chorlaters” singing in the chapel
of King's College, Cambridee.

In the Sunday Tribupne af
Decembear 15 We read that
“Christmas only starts when we go
to the cerols in the Cathedral®,
meaning 5k, Patrick's Cathedral
in Dublin. 5t. Patrick's choir
wag established in 1432, 8o it'=s
a long=atanding tradition.

In our own ¢ity we have a lang
tradition of carol singlng 1o the
variogys  churches to  help us
concentrate on what Chrilstmas is

all ahout. Lot  hours  of
TR ARNG YA
The Irish HKidney Associstion

wighes to thank all whe eupported
their recent fund-ralsing coffee

mortiog. It was a very pleasant
socdal occaslan and
congtaktulationse ko our local
winonere of prizes. o especial

word of praise for the mansgement
and ataff of Dennehy's Lounge Bar
for their hospitality and  eo-
operation,

i SYRAPBIHY

We offer our sincere eympaty to
ANKE BYRENE, Merton Lodge, Madel
Farm Rond, and CHRTSTOPHER
FITZIGERALD, Leeadsle, Model Farm
Road, on the recent death af
thair father,

practice go into the preparatlon

of these seprvices and they are
all the more appreciated as &
result, ewven though the often

amall turn-out wouldr't indicate
this.

4 if to disprove all Ehe
bheautiful senkiments expressed
gbhaove, I had occazien to deive

through the rcity Zentre today,
Sunday December 13, and I hed to
ek myself, what have we done
with the Lord's Day? I= it
really necezsary to peepare for
Christmas with such an orgy of
gpending on the Lord's Day? 1
felt sad. find thenm T thought
back to Fridsy night when 1
attended a carol service in the
church of S5t. Francis. Half =&
dozen choirs gave pralse to God
with their besutiful singing and
the noight ended with the massed
cholrs zinging 'O, Haly NWight'

whila the magnificent wodce of
Carg 0'Sullivan took us to new
heights, HMHow that's what I call

preparing for Christmas!

Carol Service

On Sunday 22nd December at T.pm. in this
Church. Participating choirs include: Cor an
Spioraid Naoimh

Church of the Assumption Ballyphehane
Musical Director - Patrick G. Killeen

St Joseph's Church Choir, Castlemariyr
Conductor - Tomas O Tuama
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" ITDOESN'T
-"HAVETOBE .-
A SILENT NIGHT:

For soma people, Christmas s the loneliest
time of the year. But it doesn't have to be.

The Sameitans offer a lislaning ear and a
friendly volca to the lonely, the sulcidal and
those In despalr, 24 hours a day.

_ Evary day - evan Chrisimas Day.

Huwyf:u:qnmhgmspnl §55 3
1850 609090
For the cast of a local cafl, from anywhire

tn the counlry - 0 don'l spand
Christhas sulfering In sltance.

LT e T

WETIE KERE, ”'EﬂcLI‘?TEHI l’“ AND WE CARE. ‘

FAS Masas
Mass will NOT be cel
FAZ on Christmae Day.

Thank You

To all who helped with the Mass
for the Sick - drivers, those who
provided sandwiches, cakes, ete.,
and all those who worked so hapd.
A speciel word of thanks to the

girls in Transition Year at Mount

Mercy College.

ehrated in

Ministers of the Eucharist
Flease collect your new pota at
the altar reils,

The Samaritans is a mationwide
charity which provides
confidentizl, emotional support
Lo any  person, lrrespective of
race, creed, age or etatus. The
problems  dealt with on an  on-
goling basiz include pegple with
suicidal thoughts, looeliness,
EXEM streassn, financisl
difficulbies, health issues,
alcohol or other addictions,
sexunl problems, abusa,

beregvement and leoas.

The Samaritans stress Lhe
abgolute confidentiality of the
gervice; they don't ask who wou
are, atud just Introduce
themselves by way of a f[irst
name . They ofTer a listening =ar
24 hours s day, every day. You
can talk abeut anything that is
troubling  you: they will not
Judge you or tell you what to do.
They will try to help wyou LEhink
things through, and listen with
an oppen mind for as long as you
nesad .,

In Cork the premises at Coach
Ztreet, near the Mercy Heospital,
iz ocpen 365 days of the wyear, 9
a.m.-10 p.m. and {5 open o
gnyone who would rather meet =
volunteer lace to face 1o &
private Toom. The telephons
number is 1850 609000 [lor the
cost of =& lacal call from
anywWhere in bhe counkbry.

I
! Emergency Number 0B8-519940
|

Beadinge lor Sunday 29 December
Gen.15:1-6,21:1-3.

Fa.104 Hebh.11:8,1-12,17-19.
Lk.2=22-40.




