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Home far Christmas

| suppose evervbody has fomd memorics of
Christmas - cspecially Chnstmases  from
vouth. I can recall vividly the anticipation of
going home for Christmas as a teenager in
board school. As the old Bandon train
chugged its way slowly over the Viaduct and
up to Waterfall ane of my companions would
keep repeating in unison with wheels on the
rails "You'lf never get chere, You'lll mever get
there, You'll never get there”  As the engine
guickened down hill for Ballineaspaig he
changed the thythm = *F knew yon would, [
krew you wolld, D inew you wondd " But the
real thrill was walking in home - meeting with
the rest of the family - the firc was high and
our mother had something special ready.

1 still marvel at the sacnfices people made to
gct home for Chnstmas - long planes or sca
Joumeys - often followed by crowded train or
bus trips. But its worth it all when you pet
there.

But, eome to think of it. wasn't travel always
part of Christmas. Joscph and Mary made a
long and difficult joumcy from MNazereth to
Bethelehem,  The Shepeeds joumncyed there
toa. The three wise men travelled all the way
from the East to find the Infant King and
present their gifts. But the most importani
joumney of all was made by the Son of God -
who came down from heaven to be bom in a
stablc.

He came fo his own ond his own peaple did
rot aecept Rim. This must be the saddest line
in the whole of the Gospel. It shll happens.
He came that we might have life - that we
might have peace - that we might know what

love iz. Lot us open our heads to him this
Christras and share his love with everyone we
meet And may the Christ Child bless you as
onbv He can.

Have a lovely Chrstmas

Qowss 0 Gpamor 0F

Jingle Bells, Jingle Hells
Single aff the way

LM what fun it ix to ride

£ £ EARE s pek slergh

This must be the main Christmas song that
sprines to mind when one begins fo think
about Christmas. As 1 writc this | think about
the hustle and bustle that 15 in the city, peaple
shopping and buying presents. Christmas is a
time of jov and fum. and in the midst of all the
rushing that scoms now to be part of
Christmas, T think about all the Christmas
songs that really help ta give me the Chnistmas
spirit when | hear them,  They help vou to
farget the problems of evervday life, and calm
vou down for the fostive season. Songs hike
Srog the Cavelry and Peaee on barsh remind
us of peaccful times in history and give us
hope for the future. May God look over thes
island of ours and keep Peace and Forgiveness
ta the forefront for everyone in the futwre.

On behalf of all the bullctin tecam, | take this
opportunity to wish all the parishioners {and
returned emigrants) peace, happincss and joy
for this festive seazon, with best wishes for a
prosperous vear ahead,

A PP A

Calm Litehan
Editor - Ballineaspaigz Bulletin
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MEDILS, COMMENT Dy “LUKE®

Christmas Media Comment by Luke

How manv wavs can we say " Happy
Christmas™ ¥ How mamy wavs can we
celcbrate Chnistmas * [ am forever touched by
the wide cved innocence of children as they
gare at the crb figures in the Church on
Christmas moming.  Somehow the whole
world-shattering cvent scems to strike them as
they concentrate on the Infant Jesus  and et
therr gaze wander o take in the rost of the
gcene before them. And their marvelling at the
drama somchow transfers itself o ws adults
Lo

Perhaps the same innocence isn't so apparent
when thev gaze on the offcnngs from Santa
later i the moming, but mavbe their
conditioning here comes from the adult world
where materialism reigms suprems.

The; celebration of Christmas take many forms

ton, bepinning well in advance of Christmas.
How many parties can be fitted in ¥ How
many expensive Chrstmas presents must be
bought

Its wpsceting to be forced fo remember that
marry, manyv people will “celebeate’ Christmas
on meaere incomes, ar living in poor housing,
or on the streets. It helps a hitle to know that
the members of the 5t Vineent de Paul
society and of the Simon Community and of
SHARE and others are there to case their
plight - and ease our conscicnces | [ did
remember to contnbute. dida't [ ¥ There are
s many thines (o remember, aren't there ¥

50 - Chnistmas is here. We've sundved all the
hype and its time to relax and it enjoy it all.
Have a very Peaccful and Jovous Christmas.
Perhaps we can all spare a thopght and a
praver for those who, for any reason, might
ot be in a position (0 cnjoy it. We remember,
too, those in hospital or sick and all who care
for them. Mav the Christ whase birthday we
celebrate be close to us all this Chrstmas,
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TEENAGE QUIZ

1. In 1874, Wil Earp kept ilve peace in
Tombsione, Arizona bol was be a sheddll or a
arshal] #

2. Bill Svkes, Fagin and the Artful Dodper aee
all churaciers from what Dicken's Move] 7

3. How many times have Motingham Forest
won the Evropean Cup ¥

4. Ts Fan the chemicyl symbol for thulib or
(hartum ¥

5, Menev's foo ighi fo menlion”, "Jeriche” and
“tlofding back e years™ were hits for which pop
group

&, Towhal cilegory of rock does limestone
belang 7

7. Inwhich Connuupht county is Crossmaling ?

4. How many King Charbes of England Iave
there been 7

4. Which great Insh myihologeal fipure was
kncwmn 35 Setania in his youth 7

16, Trwe or False = Pevelations 5 the last book
of the Old Testarment 7

11, How imany mines has Ivan Leod] wom dhe
Wimbledon Singles Championship 7

12. What type of creaiure is an oriole 7

13, Which TV detective has an assistant called
Sergeand Lewis 7

4. What type of voting system is uged 1o elect
members (o the Darl ¥

15 Which is the 3rd largest Ocezau in the world?

[RRTYH

Address

Eniries to the CF Cenire by Jaouary 12th
1997,
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Q. My watch is ten minutes slow  and | n the room gets an apple and vet there is still

think it iz five minutes fast, Youwr watch is
five minutes fast and vou think it i3 ten
minutes slow. We plan to meel o catch a
train that leaves at four o'clock {4 o'clock).
Who gets there first 7

2 Inaroom then:is a T.D., a Banker, 3
Lawwer and a Doctor.  Their names are
Michacl, Thomas, Comelivs, and Joscph. (ot
in the same order 3. Michacl and the Banker
were on bad termns with Cornelius, b
Thomas was on the best terms with the
Dactor.  Cornelus was related to the Lawver
and the T.D, was a pood friend of Thomas and
the Doctor.  Pair up the profession with the

LA ;

Michae] T.D.

Thomas Banker

Cornelius Lawyver

Joseph Doctor

Q.3 You wake up in a pitch black tent on

vour camping holiday, You have na light. In
vour duffle hag there are six black socks and
six white socks all mixed up together. Yoo
want to pick out a matching pair.  'What is the
stallest number of socks vou can take aut of
the bag and be sure of getting & pair of the
same colowe.

Q4. A Derp Sea fishing boat is lying in the
harbour. Over the side hangs a rope ladder
with its end touching the water. Rungs an the
fadder are 3(Mlmm apart and the Tide rises at
200mm an hour, At the end of six hours, haw
many rungs will be covered ?

Q5. There arc six apples in 3 basket, and
there are six people in the room. Each person

one apple in the basket. Explain ¥

6. The number of emps in a basket
doubles cvery minute, The basket is full of
cegs in an howr. When was the basker half
full ?

Q.7. A monkey 1z at the bottom of a 34
metre well. Each day he jumps three metres
and ships back mao. When will the monkey
rcach the top of the well, 7

Marme

Addross

Entries {no marter how fmy vou answer 1) o
be subminted to the Editor of the Bulletin not
later than Thursday 6ch Januane 1987
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9.

10

11.

18,
20,
2L

24

26.

27

The glory . . shone around them.
Luke 2V.10 (2,3,4)

A eminent person in our parish
coming from Aden (4)

Santa sits about for - maybe Rudolf
(%)

Brought on by sales fever, at the
doors. (&)

Boaz technically embraces one of 4
powerful Mexican race. (5)

. Utter rubbish, still much loved by

many Cork people. (5}

. Talk wildly, associated with dubious

parties. {4)

Joseph got up and taking the child
and his mother with him left that ...
for Egypt. Mt 2 V.15, (5)

... that hurts! (4)

™o, not this one ()

Of course. none of OUR panshioners
would get 1o be one over this! {5}

Is resting on one of these being a bit
smug? (&)

- Christmas goodies found in a spice

mine. {3,4)

It's exhausting, you and 1 having to
carry all of this. {4}

Orngnal Christmas visitors. (9)

Down

13
17

19

23.

24

. Definitely more than a passing fancy.

(9)

Sounds like a bit of a lock, but it's
really & cover-up. (9)

Plenty more out there for those who
are disappointed. {4)

If vou like this produce, the good
news is there are 56 more available.
{(3)

A matter of pride for cats and dogs,
but NOT for people. {6)

Run ane of these around someone
and you outclass him. (4}

Shane turns so n fear. (5)

- Having gnats around could cause

such feeling. ()

Patroness of the vounger students in
our parish. (9}

Rest heals around having no pity. (9}
(ioat turns to ancient Roman dress.

(4)

. A brief interruption not to be taken

seriously. (6]

Radishes contain something to put
themn on, (4}

Take this and you're away shead. (4)

Entries to the C. P. Centre by January 12
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THOUGHTS FOR THE TWELVE DAYS OF CHRISTMAS

Wednesday ,
Day

The light has come into our world.
The darkness iz shattered, forever.
b2 we gather thiz holy day with
Family and friends, let us ses
within each person the brilliant
lignt aof the Christ child reflected
In each cne's face.

December 2%: Chrigtmsae

Thureday, December 26: 5t. Stephen
Like Stephen, we nsed to have the
courege Lo live the Chrilstian
meagage every day of our 1ife.

Friday, December 27:
Evangelist
st. John says, "God is love, and he

3t. John the

whe remalns in love, remains 4in
Tod. ™

Saturday, December 28: Holy
Innocentsg

0 little children, thank you. Your
death gllowed Jesus to save me.

Bunday ,
Family
bz look to Joseph, Marmy and Jesue

to give us guidanre as we strugpele
to live s a family.

December 2%: The Holy

Monday, December 30

In taday's Gospel when God appesred
a5 Lhia little boy, Aong recognized
him. I know, the Lopd is in my life
toe. Help me ta recagnize you!

Tueaday, December 31 »
“Ith the heginning was the Word,
veeand the Word was God.”™ - Joho
1:1

Maybe I can hegin this wyear with
the Word and make this new year a
true year of the Lopd.

Jay| Love Is Barn

Wednesday, January 1: Mary, Mother
of God
Mary is the F[irst disciple, the
firet bearsr of fthe dGood Hews,
Jesug, to a world so in need of her
child.

Thuraday, January 2

"I am the wvoice of one cveviog in
the wilderness: Make =tralght the
way of the Lord," - Joho 1:23

G Lord, help me to hear your volcse
in my wilderness, my desert, and
give in to your celling, ¥

Friday, January 3
"Eing 4 new song to the Lord

for he hes worked wonders." Pg,
971
DIuring this Chriztmaz =sezsson we

pause Lo sing a new song, ko Light
the fleme of our Faith ggain, =&
flame we keep buroing throughout
the year.

Saturday, January 4

"God  epoke Lo our  ancestors
through the propheta; but 1in our
own  time he has spoken to us

through his Son."” Heb. 1:1-2
Lord, help us ko hear your Word.

Sunday , January 5

The Magi are  travelling Eo
Bethlehem, btearing their gifte. I
want to give you my gifts: my

heart, my dreams, my moments of joy
and pain, but even more [ give you
my love and praise this day and
evary day of the new yedr.



