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! Fr. Finbarr writgs
Ezrly redundancy has Deen part
and parcel of business and
industrial LIfe for the past
number of yeara. Anybody nver
50 wha discovers there Ie no
Ipnger & Jjob there 3is qulte
wotttled that he or she may nevep
hald down & full-time job agnin.
One of the [ew places where
you aro guarantecd work whilst
you are mentally and phyelcelly

active 18 the Church. Full-time
retlfrément is pobt part o  the
vacabylory af rellziovs arel

prieatu. Maybe we religlouws and
priests have & upique poeition in

eaying, "It's an  employee’s
market” .

&  parishioner, wrilting in
Cecembor's FOLD, pREE 2,
"DIwindl ing Clergy, Awakening

Laity" made, 1 feel, s number of
very open &nd walld points, 1
wish to guote two paregraphs from
hia article.

1. "The trouble ig I dom't know
what I can do to improve matters.
iz the time pow ripse f[or the
laity to insist oo implementing
the reacus package?"

2. Or is the time right Tor the
statement from the altar. "We're
&5 unBure as yourselves ag to how
the pastoral and administeative
dutlies of power In the parlsh are
to e spread. We anly know that
if they'te not apread, the clergr
zre golng fo suffer bDurnmout seven
before they die aut.”

Ie our parishloner celling Far
collective ownereship and
regpongibllity on the part of =il

In teckling the meny problems,
and continue the good work for
the Chureh?

L have eiperiencse af
mlpplonary 1iFe where thepe wWepe
Lhousands  of  pecple and few
priestz. Thoee who pariicipated
In any way in chureh activizies
wald also take responsiblilicty in
the decision making af the local

chureh at  lonstk. The priest
didn"t mak who 1= in rcharge of
the choir, for example; 1t was
aanumad that somebody did

arganise cesponalbility.

o we cop out gsnd ignore that
thinge have to change? Or do we
pray, discuss and aci 1o make the
Chyrch of Cheist o witness o
Flim? The cholce Belongs tao all
al” us,

Any  Buggantions [For the HNew
Yonr?

MRCIVENESS

"Forgive ug our treEpRSEeE 85 wWe

forglive those wh trespass
against  wuws," eays the Lord'sa
Prover.

1 read recently that “pnce you
Targive, ¥ou g no  longer
emoticnally handcuffed to  the
person who  hurt  you. " And ,
"When wou Torgive, you rveclaim
¥Your power to  chooge, It

doesan’™t metter whether someone
deserves forgiveness, you deserve
ta bhe free,”

Forgiveness leads to inner peace.
1t's  worth going out on & limh

for, surely?
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On November 12Lh, Pope Joho Payl
granted & privete asudience to
pra-1ife, pro-family workers
gathered in Bome from many
countries to  attsnd the finsl
mega=conference of the decade -
the V.H. Summit on Food. The
audience was i mematable
oocaalon, Wnen His Holiness
blessed our work and Families, I
Ipcluded cur Irish families -
"semper fidelis to the Holy See"

Ir. Mercedes Wilson, a
PErmansnt member of the
Guatemalan government to the U.H,
and an indefatigsble NFC wabker,
eead  the address, thankinog His
Holiness Tfor his fdm leadership.
His Hollness encouraged all to

contlsnue the fight apsinst the
‘oulture of deslbh' and Eo speak
for those with no wvaice. llis

appearance set our niggling fears
gbout kis healck at rest: he
walked without crutches and his
volee was Fimm and strong. lie
WaE VETY Eeneroys with his time

and waz clearly delighted by Ghe
ainging of a family of Ewelwe
Ferom Utah,

When I told him I came From
Ireland he replied with a

handshake, "ILreland, alwaye
Iteland. "
Un  the fallowing morning he

was scheduled te open the plenapy
geszlan of the .H. Summif. Him
slature a5 a world leader 1z
undeniable, There was =&
palpable hush ard & seose of awe
awaltbing his zpeech.

Tha wibrancy of the Church as
ke enters the new millennium was
brought home tao us on a vieit te
the 'Laplonaires Christi’
seminary ovarlacking Ehe ancient

city. There are 300 seminarians
studying lfor tha priesthood
lfncluding =ome  ledishy. an

2xtenslon Lo house 290 pore had tao
be bullf Lo cope with itz bulging
numbers.

Jane Quinolan

Ve pray For the late Ted Stack of
The Belfry, Model Famm Kord, who

dled  recently. Ted  was
deseribed by one peragn as "M
Highf'ield" becalse of hiz

involvement with Highfield Rughy
Club at a1l levels, ag nlayer,
codch and sdministrator. He will
bé miseed 3in  the Clubh fopr his
tremendons BEOETOSLitY towards bthe
young playerz whom hs SpeEnt meny
hours  coaching. 4 guiet and
UNASBUMINE man, we offer our
eympathy to  hig eisters, Thut
above all to his sigrep Koelle
with whom he 1fved.

We pray for the late James (Jim)
Moylan of Merlyn Lawn who died
recently. Jim was a Tormer
employes of Cark County Council
and 8 much liked one at thag, if
the attendasnce at hie funersl b
farmer colleagues was anything to
Zo by, Jim wos a man who just
got on with life, who trawvelled
eXiEnsively 1o wvisit his family
abroad, and whoe had a deep and
tradltional falth. Tee a&ll hi=
family we offer aur sympathy and
prayeres,
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The parish team wish all our
parishioners a wvery happy enod
haoly 1997.

We would 1ike to thank all those
who contributed to rll the
chureh celebrations at
Chriztmas.

Visitation
Fr. Finbarr will wisitc Farranles
Park in the coming week.

Bulletin Production Teams
Bulletin teams c&n collect their
rota for the nest six months fram
the C.F. Centre.

Thank ¥You
From the Bishopstown Unit of the
Crder of Malta for all donetions
gratefully recelived at our church
gate collection o 2122
Decembar,

Thank You

To the pupils in &t. Catherime's
gchopl  who folded and stapled
our Christmes Bulletim, and also
to Miss Q'Hea and the teachers

wha Tacilitated this vy
valuahle job,

Readinge for Hext Sunday

The readings for Sunday 12th
Januery 1997 are ;3 Is.55:1-11,
Pgalm Is.12, 1 John 5:1-9 and

Mark 1:7-11,

L NEWS

Oon't Forget

Entrles f'or the Christmas

pcompetitions mast be in to the
(.P. Centre ky Sunday, 12th
JaOouary .

MASS TIMES
Saturday Vigil: 6.15%m
Sunday: 9.00, 13,30, 12.15,

Weekdays: ©.00 and 10,00,

PARISH TEAM

Drean Denis O'Connor, PP,
Parochial House, Maodel Farm Road,
Tel: 542972

Fr. Finbarr Crowley, C.C.,

1 Woodlawn, Model Farm Road.

Tel: 343895

Sister Ursula O'Callaghan,

St. Columba's Convent,

Bishopstown Avenue West

Tel: 545549

Priest in Residence: Fr. Denis O'Leary

EMERGENCY NUMBER:
088-519940
{To be used when you cannot contact

[.F:_ piriest at kis home. )




