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LIGHT AT THE END OF THE TUNNEL

Sometime hefore Christmas, Maeve
Binchy posed a VEry interesting
queéstion In her column in  the
Irish Times: "What Christmas
Pregent would wou like Eo gek
which cast nothing?' It sat ma
thinking. 1In fact, I did receive
a lovely, lowely gift which cosk
nething., Here is the atory.
Shortly aftep caming to this
parieh 1 got Lo know Wiamh [not
her real nameaj. ConfidentigliLy
forbids that I tell Miemh's story
in full, but i I did I Gan
aseure yYou it is ono which would
"make the angels weaDd" - deaths
[yes plural), unemployment ,
gorcow and anguish of many sarts,
and T bawve heen privilegod to hbe
Wwith HNiamh &nd  her femily in
their many strupgles. It has
not been easy and many would hayve
given way to totsl despair - they
gtrugeled oo. The week hefore
Chrizstmas T met her, "How are
things?", [ =asgked, "MHot bad at
all,”" she answered, "would you
believe ft, cthis year I am
actuslly Iooking forward ta
Christmas." "That Miamh™, I said
Lo her, "iz one of the nicest
things I have heard 41 =& leng
Lim=." Tt wag, in truth, one oI
the best presents I gob  this

Chriztmas,

Why do I tell this story at
the beginning of a New Yeap? Lt
is not ooly the Queen who has her
aonus horribllis. There iz not
one of us who dees not hit a wery
bad patch from cime ta time.
Life is like that, and if we are
in the throes of petrsonal
suffering, it 1s nobt easy to =ee
the bright side aof life. ¥et,
1t is 2 lang road thet has no
turning and there is light at the
end of the tunnel. The helpless
infant whe had svery door closed
against him at his birth walks
with uwa in our suffering. He
walks with us, not enly in our
guffering, btut on to the turning
of the roed to where his joy and
his pesce are again, and we come
froem the walley of darkness into
kiz own wonderful light,

May he who 1s called Wonder
Counsellor and Prince of Peaco
walk with each one of us in the
vear ahead and may his pregence
bring us strength, courage and
peaca.
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MEDIA COMMENT by "LUKE"

THE HEED T FPHAY

I'm not o cinems boff, bubk one
film that I'we seen in tecent
swears hes left an iImpression o0
me, prompting me Eo see it mgain
an video, 1 wasz rather pleased
to watch it again last week on
™. The film? "Shadowlands”
with Anthony Hopkins, portraying
the 11ife of C.5. Lewis with grest
genzitivity and tendernesz, I
thought,

It zeemed to me such a change
from the gratultous wiolance We
ges Bo often on our scereens [but
thiz is the way 1life iz, we are
told] and what passes [for lowve
[but which, 20 often, i=
voyeuristic and debasing).

Interpersonal relationships
were played out, I thought, 1in an
entirely ecradible way and genuioe
love geemed to come shout almost
by stealth. Then disaster struck
and, like we gmll do, Lewls
resorted to prayer. When hie
Talth was commended, he hit back
with a passiohate: "I pray
becauge I need to;  because the
need fleows oub of me =211 the
time?"

What a tbesutiful piece of
theolagy! I den't know whether
¢.8. Lewls ewver uttered these
wards in real life, buot T waould
like to think he 4did. 811 I
know is thet the words made an
impression oo mare than  <ne
perean in our home. T would
aleos like to beliewve that I will
alweys have the humility Eo
belleve that they are true.

Letier éio the Edidlor

WE NEED TO GRASF THE WETTLEI

Hillevest,
Laburnum Fark
Dear Editor,

Fr. Finbarr, in respondibg to
the FILD article by come of our
L parishionercs entitled
"Dwindling clappy, awakening
lafty", Invites suggestions,
Perhaps I could make & number of
paints?

Firetly, our <c¢hurch, ‘though
hurting as a result of the many

geandals, iz alive and wibrant.
SBecondly, [ would suggest that
there has newver hbeen a8 much

iovolvement by the laity in the
church, Witrness the numbersa
encolling FPor adult  religious
educetion courses and involwvement
at parish level., PBut berein may
lie the problem.

Fr. Finbarp quoten Ewo
paragraphe From the FOLD article.
I'1l abbreviate them.

1. I den't koow what I can do to
improve matters. (from the lay
nersan .

2 We're @mB uneurs as
gelvez. [ from the prilest).

your-

With 411 the goodwilll im the
world, thklz situstion can only
lead to frustration and stalemate
and 15 certainly not good for the
future of the church in Ireland.

A suggestion has been made
within &the diccese that i1t 15
timg to appoint a facllitatar.
Thiz= fFarilitator, given the
necessary  Bkills, eould bring
gbout 8 meeting of minds aon all
the d1ggues that confront the
church at this time, This person
could be made available to all
the parishes of the diocese and
ecould respond to  the warious
Continued at end of next column)



Jerry 0"5ulliwvan,
Avanue  West. Jopesy  had  been
betftling his illpess for scme
monkhs and fipally left us on the
laat day of 1996, He waz &
pative of Uibhk Laoire - and proud
af it. An satute and
enterpeising businessman, hea
ghared the fruits of hilz syccess
most EEnerously, and withount
patronsage. The hymne and scngs
af his netive Ballingeary wera
rendered with feeling at  his
funeral Mass by Seédn O Se, and
many & tear was shed. We offer

Bigshopetown

sincere sympathy to hi=s wife
Mgrgaret, son [an, daughters
Mairesad, Mary, inne and
Bernadette, brother and sisters
and  hise many rTeletives and
friends.

needs of dndividusl parizhes,

zeeking out and encouraging those
with particular skills, either on
B wvoluntery hbasis or a part-time
or full-time basis,

Fr. Hewman, befare he left our
parish for Ballinhassig,
encouraged w3 ta plan fFor A
parish with reduced pumbers of

priests. How prophetic! IE is
ot a time for panic. Hoe, I
believe, iz it a time for

mediocre planning. We need to
grasEp the nettle and get it right
firat time. We have the Lord's
promige Eo be with uws always.
But we can’'t leave 1t sll to the
Lord. MWe have to use the talents
He provided uvus with, He waen't
impressed with those who burled
their talente!

Yours sincerely,
Fat Lemasney

Dan Loughroy
hiz home in Highfield Lawn on

died peacefully gt

December 1T7th.
of Co. Eilkenny .
83 a8 young man, worked iIn the
retall Erocery business  and
merried Bita EBrowne. He wRes =&
ganktle man and loved by all who
koew him - wyoung and old. lig
axtend our sympathy to his wife
Eita, sonz Hilary and Tony, his
daughters=in=law Merie and
Cecilia, grandchildren and great-
granddaughter. 3adly, his =ister
Maureen died ghortly after [an.
May they rest in peace.

Dan was = naktive
He came to Cork

Dealan McBweaney dled on Thursday
2nd January, Declan left his
home st Woodleigh [Park sbout ben
veers ago, and went to reside io

Dowglas Hursing Home. He was
pre-deceaged by his wife. Hi=
former celleagues on the
praofessorial staff at  O.C.C.

gathered to Lender their sympathy
ta his =on Nisll {[Dublin}, end
Paddy (Hew York) who was unable
ta be pregent due to 1llness. To

his Pamlly, gistar and
grandchildren our gincare
eympathy.

in
Sympalhy

We offer our siocere sympathy Lo
FATEY CURTIK, Farranles Grove, on
the death of her mother.

To SUZAKNE MczCARTHY, Bharon Vale,
Labuttium [rive, on the death aof
her mother.



ALLINEASPAIG
ULLETIM

“‘Annouricements

A
e g
:‘.‘ﬁﬁ

New Year's Resclution

Mass Missaletbtes are provided -
At  your exnengse -  to  assist
attention to Headings and prayers
rt Mags.

Please teke cne = and pleasze
return to box after Mazs., Thank
you.

Bulletinas to Homas

Hext week-end bulletins will be
delivered to all homes in  Lthe
parish.

AB Gaellge
Beidh sn Aifreann i nGaeilge agus

Béarla an Domhnach seo chugaino
ar & nani g chlog.

Blood Transfueion Service Board
At the 3SMA Centre, Wilton, on
Thyrsday 16th Jaouary from 35.00-
5.00 and 7.30-%.350,

A Grand Concerk

In aid of The Second Hational
Song “ontest for Peace will be
held In the Sehool of Muaic on
Fridey 17th January at § p.m.
gtarring artistes from Cpera
Eouth {3peeial Guest  Flona
D'Reilly), John Gibean (piano},
Mayfield Brass Band. fdm. &t
dogr: E5.

Day of Prayer and Heflecticn
Including Mass of the day, oo
Sunday 19th Janwary, 10.03-5, 30
in 5t. Dominic’s Retrest House,
Ennizmore. Tel. &O2520 [or
booking and further Information.

Vigitation

Fr, Finharr will  wisit the
remeinder of Farranlea Park, The
Jrehard and Farrgnlea Crowve  iN
the coming weeks.

Pastoral Council
Meeting on Mondsy 13th Janoary at
B.i0pm in the C.F. Centre,

Children of Marital Breskdown

A programme for parents whe are
about to or who have separated
will be held st 34 Paul Strest oi
Wednesday Hth February at 6.15pm.

Farly  booking 18 advisable 85
there are only a few places
avallable. For booking or

further information please ring
275678 .

TRAFFIC PROBLEMS
IN BISH)PSTOWN AHREA

A commlttes has been set up undsar
the auspices of Biphopetown
Ccommunlty Asscn. representing the
varioss areas in Bishopetown in
an effort to  elleviate  the
ongoing traffic probleme 1in the
area., The committee has members
from Melbourne, Brampton Court,
Woodbrook/Stratton Pines, llawkes
Aosd St. Jaseph's Lawn, Curraheen

Estate, The HRize, Halldena/
Benvaoirlich, Brllineaspale/
Ficgrove /Wostgate, This
Caommittes would welcocme membera
from Areas not already
represented., Submissions and

guggestions regarding the traffic
problems 1n the area would also
he welcome fram aoy member of the

public. Submissicons to tel. no.
CEg7el] pot leter than Thursday
l8th June. Qupr next meeting will

take place at Wilton Park House,
Wilton oo Tuesday 21st January at
B p.m.

MASS TIMES

Weekdays: 9.00, 10.00.
Saturday Vigil: 6&.1% p. m.
Sundaya: 9.00, 10.30, 12.15.

Readings lor Sunday 19 January
1%am,3:3-130,19. Ps.39.1,
Cor.Bi13-20, Jn. 1:35-42.




