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GRIEF - AN  INTEN3ELY
PERSONAL EXPERIENCE

A young man, & past puplil of
mine, told me the following sbory
gk nis father’s funeral.

Tom, not bls real name, has
worked in America for a number of
wears, He kpew that his father
was termioally ill and De was
walting for & «call from his
brother in Ieeland belore making
f'inal arrangemsntsa to kEravel
hiome He was 1n hig flat
preparing lunck and listening L
the radio when the <all cams.
"Dgd is dead" wes the news which
he had not epeally been expecting
go quickly. He haed hoped o be
in Cork before  the end cema.

He =at down in 8 daze and
found himself listening Intently
to the news which ned just comé
on khe radic. AL the end of the
news bullatin he said to himsell
in  some surptrise, "There was
nothing oo the news aboub Dad”.
He told me thi= beceus= he
considered it a4  very strange
Teqpanss . How could there bo
news of his Dad's death on oa U.5.
radio staticn, o on any radlo
statlon for that matter?

The response didn't seem guite
20 strange ko me and 1llustrated

somathing which I bellewve wery
BTTOOELY. 4 peracnel Egrief',
particularly one that we are not
really ready for, ie an intensely
personal  experience. For kthe
pergon who i grieving it is the
mosi  Important and probably the
only newe in the world st that
bime. When I meet & wvery
nereonal grief the world, ino a
sense, canes Looan end Tor a
while._ I wonder why Ehe sun
still shines and why other people
laugh and are happy = don't they
knaw what has happened.

This happens to all of us [for
a time amd it iz polntless to
compare grief. My personal
grief 1s my perscnal paln And can
be measured only by me. ik 1
pointless for anyone else to =&y
what I should or should not feel,
o shauld or should tot do. We
gach cope &t our own pace and in
Gl own way and po one eles can
measure either the time scale or
the way I respond.

Somelimes this seares people
who are grieving becsuse we can
confuse  great pain and FPaith.
Deep, deep down, [fsith sustains
us in grief ewven though at the
level of feelinge we may Lhink
that Ffaich 15 gohe, Thiz is
really the point I was bteying Eo
make at the beginnipng = paio
takes ower and blots oot all
other feelings. SGometimes iy
pain, my bewilderment ond even my
doubts  are my de=pest  prayver,
just &z the prayer of Jesua in
agony  was UMy God, My God, why

E have wou Torsaken me?”



allincaspaig
wlletin

PRISONERS™ SUNDAY

Today, Prisaners' Sunday, 15 &
day oo which, at the request of
prigcners, their families and
those who work with them, we the
Church are asked to remember and
pray for all who are locked in
behind =o0lid walle end locked out
from the mainstream of socisty.

Te ba in prison i=s te losa
one's freedom, & most fundamental
deprivation and cne which causes
ENOTMOUS pain, scmetimes despair.
"It iz always twilight in one's
cell as it is always twilight in
one's heart"”, wrote Oscar Wilde
during hils sentence in FReading
Gaal. Not ewvery prisoner of
today 1s as famous &z he, but
whet 811 share in eommon 1s &
1ags of freedom.

The reasons for Imperlsonment
are varled; gome may be
considered  legitimate, othera
unjuat. Farticularly heincds
erimes 1like murder, rapse  and
vioplent robbery provoke
instinctive negative responses of

I'ilerce gnger, hatred and the
desire for retribution. On the
other hanrd, when pecple aAre

jailed for political or religicus
beliefs, or on occeasions when
there iz reason to beliewve
justice hes oot been done, the
reaction iz one of sympathy and
BUpporE. Sadly, Ethese latter
situations do pot often come tao
light. The prablem af
safepnarding soclety 1n peneral
and of dealing with peopls who
inf'lict paln and Jdamage on others

does not have easy solutlons,
particularly gms jusktice GyslLems
fregquently leave much to be
degired.

Jafla are certpinly not
pleasant places. Their inmates
are often sublected to physicael
and mental abuse fraom one

another, if not from  thelr
custodians. The young naony,
Louwigs Woadward, whaose Life

gentence has caused international
concern, wags placed 1in solitary
conf inement for her own safety,
immedietely after her trial.
Today we are asked to set aside

rll pozsible prejudices acd turn

with compREEion Lowatds
prisoners. 4. Helen Frejean,
in a racent "Late, Late'

gppearance, does just that. She
told wieweprs how, durinog her
encountera Wwith condemned
prigoners on Death Row, she [Pound
ordinary human beings,
their hovrrific crimes.

Let wu= follow har lead and
remember prisoners and all
cannected with them in our
prayers today.,

despite

YOUNG CHRISTIAN WORKERS

Y.O.W., dis a8 mass movement of
young pecple who by ackion and
reflection attempt Co change and
improve their 1ives and thelr
gociety. It is organised and tun
gl every level by young people
aged 18=30.

The headguarters in  [ublin
have launched A nationowide
campalgn to encourage people Co
become inwvolved, that ie to  get
up groups locally. Fr. Eoin
MeCrystal and Vicky Rattigen will
be in Cork in early December, ar
would be prepared to meet  any
parieh/group whe are intersstbed
in hearing more. The visit would
he directly to the parish.

The Youth Ministry office at
3 Paul Street, tel. 270151, is
acting &= a liaison, and please
do not besitste to contact Alne
At the office i wou would he
interogted In hearing more about
Y.0.H.
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THOSE LITTLE WIIITE LIES

On the same day thet I read Maeve
Binchy'as "Maeve's Week" in the
Irish Times wek-snd Supplement,
I read the Dean's appeal in Lhe
Ballinesspaig Bulletin (Mo, 5250
foer more involvement by parish

latty. 1 wander it there iz a
connection?
Maeva Binchy  listed eight

instances where the little white
lie was told instead of the more
honest  truth. She concludes:
"rrue stories. 1'd lie in three
of them [myzelf). CEveryone elee
I asked said they'd lie in them
all. Who ecan  you truset
nowadays?"

The Desn, ocbviously concerned
goocut a  perceived  lack  of
enthugissm in the parish, asks

Regt ¥n Peace
Frank Olney, Glashsen HAoad, died
oin. 1st Hovember - Feast of AlLL
Spintsa. For yeara Frank and his
wif'e [Dorothy attended the 12,15
Meza in the Church aof the Holy
Spirit, occupying the same seat
week in, wesk out. A gentle and
glhcere man, he was guistly
devoted to hi=s wife ([of ower
Fif'ty yvears) and his family, Jim,
Micheel, Mary, Anne and Frank
Jor. to whom we extend sincers
seympathy.

Frank
with the

spent his working 1ife
"Examiner" newspaper and
mgny of his former colleaguse
ettended his fuperal Mass at the
Lough Church.  Ar dheis D€ go
raibb a anam dilis,

the question: "are we getting
Lired?" But, pragmacie man that
he is, he accepts that "we could
a1l do with = fresh injection of
ijdealism snd enthusia=m". He
Eoes o "There 18 no betber
soupce of inspiration to be found
than among your good  Selves.”
and he eoncludes: "IF there =re
things to be dene, or done
differently, let us bknow that =
but be prepared to do your oW
bit also.”

thoew opsn  the
Church to ALL the
Feople of God. Howhees are they
more open than in Ballineaspalrg
Pardiah. 50 - how do we Tespond
te the gueation, TAre we gelting
tired?”

Back Lo Maewe DBinchy. Back
te the choice betwsen honesty and
the white li=. Perhaps we ARE
gebting tired. Maybe we ¥l need
that "Fresh injection of idealism
atd enthusiasm.” But wWe must be
honest with aourselves and wWlth
athera. We must sdmit that the
problem with Ehe Chureh Is not

Vatican [T
doaps of ths

with THEM. It is with ME, with
s, aAnd only WE, together, can
regolve the crilszis.

e

I

We offer our sincere sympathy Co
RITA SHAW, Model Farm Boad, on
the death <f her brother.

To SHEILA o' MAHOHY , Roger
Casement Park, oo the death of
hier brather.
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Nominations to Pastoral Council
Reminder to a8ll nominated persons
ta attend meetlng in Crypt to
elect & peraon from your distrlct
Tor new Councll.

Areag T-12: Monday at B.00p.m.

Areas 1-f: Tuesday at H.ﬁﬂﬂ,m.
Bulletins Lo Homes

Bulleting will be deliverad Lo
all homes in the pardish next
weask-end.

Can You Help?
fosary beads 1n black purse lost
near Church.

H.A.O.M.T

For informaticon and
achieving pregnancy,
AWATETIEES » meopause support
groalp  angd  premarrisge coursd,
please contact our office at 36
Washipngton Street, tel. 272213,
Tuesday Lo Friday office hours.

advlce on
fertility

I.5.4.4.D.5.

Irigh Stillbkirth weod Heonatal
Death Soclety  will  hold iks
annueal interdencmlinatlional
memotrial service at S5t. Finbarr's
Cemetery at 3.00p.m. on Sunday
Gih  Movember. A11  welcome,
Contact Shirley Pepper at 6L4TS
for more Informaticn.

Magg in S5t. Oliver's Cemetery
On Zaturdey next, 15th Hovember,

at 3.00p.m.
Taize Prayer

Dochas OSommunity invites poung
gadults to an evening of Teize

Frayer on Monday 10th November at
d.00p.m. &t 1% Moptlord Park,
Mardyke. "Stay here ard keep
watch with ma."

A Time for Heallng
& series of Law Impact BExerciase

which assist in prevenklng
oceteaporgsis and other ailments
are eurrently being run  each

Tuesday & Thureday at 3.00p.m. in

Foom 11 &t the 3.M.A. Conbie,
Wilton, Classea are ronducted by
&p. WVerz Harrlson RSHE, &, 0.4,
Recreation Studies. Cost £20 faor
13} sesszions. Contact 346283,
Far aching becks, necka,
shauldera, knees - Swedish
Magsape and Muscle & Ligament

Therapy ere also available by
appointment with Sr. Vera.

Sale of Work

Zn  Saturdsy Loth Howvembr at
Ardfailen House, Douglas Road,
10, 30-2.30p.m. Ldm. edults &0p,

children 20p.

Arthritis Foundation
Lecture "Risks Verses Henefits aof

Exercise" Bl Tuesday 18th
Hovember in Jurys Hotel &t
B.00p.m., Speaker; Dr. Fionhuala
nigley. Admiggion free = gll

are waloome,

Voluntears Hesded
Cepebral Palsy are looking for
volunteers to come 1n ongce 8 week

for approx. 3 houre. Please
contact Beian Twomey at  056-
24375908, Krietene at 272828 or

Margaret at ZT7H280.

The Lavansa Centre

Iz very thankful to the residents
nf Wood Lawno faor their W
generous contributlon of £90.

EMERGENCY NUMBER

N858-519940

Feadings for Sunday 16th November
Dan.12:1—13-?5.15.Heb,10:11—1“,13-
Mle, 13:249-32.




