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a A
Eome  weeks ago Marcin MpAleeze
wes interviswed 1n one of  oup
natignal newspapers. In 1971 his
family were burnt out of thelp
home and he spoke of how he made
'z conscious decisfon’ not  to
become bitter. "If you show any
mind af bitterness,” he said,
"witimately ft =wurns Inwacd and

you are the one whe ultimately
loses, "

Today fa the First Sunday in
Advent and my thoughts naturally
turr to Bethlehem, which 1 had
the privilege of visiting during
my stay last wear in the Holy
Land. At that time It wms =&
difficulc place to visit, as the
tuilding project which caused ao
much unrest was along that moad.
Gtone-throwing youths clashed
Wwith szoldiers and police and
there were checkpointa with long
delays. Thare wss a lot af
bitterness, anger and violenee,
Just se thero heas been over the
¥ears in our own country. 200
vears of Christianity seem  to
hewve made wery lLittle difference.
War, rumcura of war, hatred and
bitzernsss are still wery much
el af our world,

Being in Jerusalem and so near
Lo Bethlehair, it became natural
to ponder these things. It seems
Lo me that each eeneraticn has to

fight 1bts  own  bkattle against
kitterness and revenge. Hobt only
gach generablon, Dt esch one of

ug personally  hes  bto batble
against this ewil. It'z not an
SAEY WAC. I know, [ struggle

with it as much as anybody elsa.
Indead, I doubt if there 1s
anyone reading thiz who has not
fought his or her own bBabtle in

Lhis score.

That iz why what Martin
Monleese gald struck me =0
forcibly. He made a consclous
decision not to bhecome bhitter,
He dido't say be made a consclous
decisicon not to feel the hurt;
that would be Impossible. He
didn't say he made a conscious
decision nat ko avold the cause
of  huet that would bs imprud-
ent. He said he made a conscious
decilzion not to beeome bhitber.

If each one <f us did that in
aur W lives this Adwvenl,
wouldn't it be a  wonderful
birthdsy gift for the Frioce of
Peace on Christmas Day.

Adoration of Blesged Sacreament
Mext Friday, &5th December, {rom
1I0.3%a.m. ta 7.33p.m.

Ewening Devotions
Each Sunday < &dvent at %.00p.m.




COMMENT

WEDIA COMBENT By “LUKE"

CHRISTIAN FAITH A PIOUS MYTH?

In s recent article by Fr. Enh@
Kileowne, he quotes Brendan 90
Madagdin, UCS Prefessor of Irdsh,
as saying that the crisis in the
Irish Church is not duse ©o
seandals, to falling wocAbtions,
to the lower sttendances at Mass
or ta morel confusion. The
problem, he claims, 18 that the
Shupeh  ignores the fundamental
queations like the existence of
tpd, the Divinity of the Eon of!
God what happens at the
Eucharist, the Resurrection and
Life mfter Death. It sngers him
to liaten Lo the iosk
opportunities at Sunday Mass whan
homilies do not face up bo these
{ggues, Lnstead golpg off "on
gome ltem af little importance’.

I thought of this article
whila I watehed  "HWeould  You
Believe?” on RTE 1 when it dwelt

with the phenomenon of mavieg
statues, bleeding atatues,
vigiong 8od MeESSERS. Mick
Peelo, the  presenter, moved

around the eountry, Interviewing
people  wha  claimed to have
witnessed or experlienced these
happeninga. There geemed little
doulbt that thozse whom he
interviewed were genulhe  and
pelieved that thely experiences
had a spiritual significance.

But it raises guestione. Whi
the doon and gloom messages? Why
the dire theeats from a merciful
and lowing God? Fr. Pat Collins,
the Viocentian priest, suggested
gome  BNEWErE. He sgpoke of a
Chuprch whieh, =ince Yacican 2.
hae become more TreRtiopal  and

which has adopted a Ears
intellectual approach. It has
larpgely done awsy with statues
which appemaled ta the beliewver's
genge of picty. Theses objects of
piety are missed by many people
and have been replaced by moving
ard  blepding statuea  and by
vigiane and messages.

Perhaps there are ather,
better ways in which the Church
ean appeal to  the believer's
genze of plety? The wecuum, £F
there {3 one, iz in danger, I
believe, of being Filled by =2
false and dengerous spirituslity
which does not serve the Church
wall.

Lavanagh Centre
Wizh to acknowledge the amount nf

ERZ.530 genmarously contoibuted by
tne resldentz of 31-B0 Wiltono

Gardens.
HaUE MARIA™ - "DOMINUS TECLM"
"Dominue teeum”™, "The Leord is

with you", the ULlessing of all
blesgings and the source of all
blessodnesa. How right our
forebhears were to  greet  each
other with "Dhia dbuit" and the
pesponse s "Dis's Muire dhult”.

Cu Irish greeting lifts us 1o
the s=piritual plane and 18 8
witness to the bond between God
and us.

"He who loves me and keeps my
word, the Father will love him,
and we will make our home in
him."

Sr. Madelolne Lucey,
k. Jageph's Lonvent
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Firat Friday
Hext Fridey, th December, in the

First Friday of the mooth. Unlis
to the gsick end houzebound oo
uzual days.
Maga for Sick and Housebound
Mage will be epelebrated oan
Seturday Gth December at 3.00p.m.
in the Crypt. The Sacrament of
the Sick will be adminiatered
during the Mags, We  would
requeAl Contact people to anegpe
that Lransport s avaflable where
]'IE‘L'EER{I:"}' .

A& nlways, che organisers pre
dependent on Elie wonde il
regponso  from Contact people and

parishloners who BUpRly
sandwiches and cakes to enpure
that those who attend the Mmgs
enj oy Lhe fsocial agpack
af'terwnrdg .

Where Te She How?

Where is Kathleen O'Cooner (nee
0'Dwyer), formerly of Bishopstown
Advenue and Cappogquin - gons
Oliver and Paul. Her cousin
Eileen TDevlin inee Dwyer: 1in
London wishes to contact her.

Bis town Community Aseociaticn
Members meecing on Tuesday 2od

December ak T 30p.m. at Wileton
Fark Houge.

L'Arche Christmas Craft Fayre

n  Sunday Ttk Dacember at L=
Cheile, ‘Tfogher (ueside Churchl,
10._00-% . Dip .am. Quelity hand-

cralfted Christmas gifts.

St.Joseph's Young Prieats Society
Monthly meeting will take place
next Thureday, 4th December, in
C.Fe Contre at 5.00p.m,

T.30pm Evening Mass

The evenlng weekday masn will be
divcontinued excepl [or the Fies:
Friday.

Blshopetown Camogie Club

ALLM. on Sunday 3I0th Novembep at
W.0p.om. All parents and players
oveer 14 wvears welcome.

Found

Pen near C.F. Centre.

Bereaved Parenta Support Group
Commemoration Oathering on Sunday
A0eh November,

2.30p.m. PFlanting aof 'Tree of
Heaven' and Placing of Plague st
Bishop Lucey Park, Grand Parade.
3.00p.m. Dedleatinn Service, Book
ol Remembrance, at Imperlal
Hotel, Ietrlls and photographe
of the deceased children will be
entered in the book, Fleaae
brelng necesanry detailefphotos,
The events should take approx, 2
hours. Queries Lo Helen
(L4605 ] , Ann f2oiHnz) and
Catherine (312978).
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Anmual Christmos Dinner

The Bishopetown Social Sepvices
Annuel Dinner For senior eitizens
ard friends will cake place an
Sunday l4th December at &.00p.m.

In Bishopetown G.A.A. Pavilion.
Tickets LR and Lronsport
available if reguired. Contact
pPErBONg "

Norn Fitzpatrick S46358
Brid Hartnetr S44653
Miehonl Haydon Shi638

We wigh to  thank  our
Epongors and pupporters  of
ewenk .,

EMERGENCY NUMBER

088-519940
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