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Third Sunday of Advent

C=LUACH CF THE =00 EFAT
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The Dean witos

Just a Tew weoks ago senior Garda
authorities announced that they
Would zshortly mount their annual

Chrisgmas blitz against drinking

Thers was sven a
suggestion that Elie alcaohal
limit would be further reduced.
Thiz really sent the alarm bells
ringing for some devoted souls.

drivers.

This ie 88 good a time =5 any
Lo elarify our thoughts and
poalfion on drink. Ho doubt 1t
has an honourable place in life
when properly used., It'a part af
cur desire to extend hospitality
to friends and nelghbours - and
fospitality has deep roots in oue
Christian treditiaon. We ne=d to
laugh and cry, to celebrate and
rzlax in each other's company.
2o necple are by nature
inhibited and knotted up, and
nead a few drinks te unwind in

COMBANY .

How  mest  people  know  that
2lechol  needs to he  hamdled
with rare - and act accordingly.

That's great. Unffortunately, a
minority sdop:t 8 sort of junier
schoolboy attitude to the law -

IF T'm not caught it's aliright.
175 pob wyou know. We need an
MIULT ATTITUDE to drink! This

iz importanl rather than Lhe law.
We must open our eves ta the
reelity that drink can, and do=s,
wreck lives = not just on the
roads, but in  homes as well.
Christmas can be a nightmasre for
Loo  many peopls, and  lesves
nothing bat sad memcrciez af feoap
and worry, covering up for the
of fender, and the real hardship
of poverty al the end of it all.

. These prople don't sing and laush

with their [riands at Christmes.

Theze words are not written
Frem =& ‘kill-joyr' abiitude to
¥fe - but from a8 humhle and
sincere wish to BCOUTEES
evE Py Ofe Ea enjow g2 lovelw
Christmaas iIn 1997, and ensure

that everyone elge will Lbooc - and
love you fop it,
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LETTER

Desr Editor,

Last Supday, Ttk December, I
had the plessure of attending the
12.1% Mess, where the children's
Advent Mass was taking place. It
wias 8 pleasure to be there. The
church was packed to capacity and
standing room wes Bt A premium.
The community splrit was at an
gll time high.

The coming together of the
community was greatly sppreciated
by youne and old.

4 sincere thank you to Ehe
prrentz and children who gevs sa
geterously Wwith thelr gifts. The
teenage choir who sang are indesed
to be encouraged. Mew members
are alwAyz walcom=. The giftad
young sale singer was accompanied
by a wonderful viclinist.

The children’s Mass ls
organised by 8 group of  young
mothers who have geperously given
their time and dedication for the
past 3 years. A& heartfelt thanks
to them for their dedicebion and
Taresight in  bringing us all
together, and uniting us with
Chrigt through our children.

4 party-like atmosphere Look
place in the crypt &lter Mass,
where again everyone waes taken
care of with a speclal wvisic Tor
the young from the man io the red
guit, and tes and goodies for old
and young alike,

Sunday w&as &n occaplon where
our  eomnunibty came Logether and
wRz enjoyed by all. FPlegse

Lhezse
future

eneagrage and supnart
people  when organising
community evenkts.

MWame and address with editor
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We offer our sincere sympethy to
MATT DUNHE, M¥Model Farm Road, on
the death of hie =imster.

Tz MARGARET O'MAHONY, Bendemeer
Park, on the deatk of her
brother .

To JOHM FGLEY, Laburnum Drive, on
the death of his sister.

To FRCEBY O'SULLIVAN, Liam Lyoch
Fark, won the death of his
brother,

THE SEASON OF ADVENT

advent has a twof'old character:
B & &8eagon to prepare  for
Chiristmas when Christ's  first
vaoming to us is rememberesd;

as & gesson when that remembrance
directe the mind gnd heart to
await Christ's Second Coming at
the end of time.

There are two stages in Advent:
the firet rung until 16 December:
the second, which is  mainly
directed to the Christmss feasts,
runs from 17 December until 24
December.
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COMMENT

PEDLA COMBAENT by “LUKE™

TOO HARD TO FORGIVE ¥

WATCHING  telewvizion ar pesding
the newspaper, is It not the most
patural thing in the world to
react to the news of brutal
killings, vinlent rapes and
airocities agsinst humanity with
feelings of ocutrage and anger.
Uncontrolled, these natural
feelings oI apger can easlly move
un to become urglhgs of revenga.
In this frame of mind, isn't it
=i Aiffilcylt o think in terms
Torglveness and hegling?
| thisg 1z what aur
tianity requirezs ug to do.

i the
ACOM

s LR G

Nowember  isgue af
editar Kewin Donlon

-

mountain retreat.

Few of us, I feal supe, have

nat eiperienced feslings of
revuleion when we fead about
praple  like Ssddam  Huseein or
Brendan 0'Donnell o Fe. Brendan

Smyth. “Rot in Hell" was ane of
the expletives hurled at Brendan
Gy th as he was led away to begin
his sentence. Buc our falth,
gays Hewvin Donlon, is not ebout
this kind of savagery - "a new
form of paganiem”, he calls it.
Cur [faith, he eclaims, is about
mercy [=1aly] forgiveness, 1 b
forgiveness of Christ oo the
crogs who sald, "Fether, forgive
themn™ . Ic's not eagy.

“ILIKE THIS G0 THE EXTREA MILE" [DEA™
SER Mambezar B,

Prepare ve the way

of the Lord,
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Opeat Value at the Price!l

The Papish Calendar for 1998 i=
available at Church deors - price
20p.

Bulletins to Homes

Bulletins “will he deliwvered ta
all homes 1In  the parish next
week-end.

Christmas Church Services

Detalls of GChurch services for
Chrigtmas will be printed in next
week=-end's Bylletin.

Found

Cloves aod scarf found iIn the
Crypt after the Mase for Lhe
Houzebound 1ast weesk. Fleoas
call to Sacristy.

Children's Mase

The children of B3t. Catherine’s
Srehonl Will e holding &
Christmas Mass hers ln the Church
et Tuesday 16th December at

10.00a -m. They will e
presenting  gZifts for &t.
Vipeent de Paul Soclety. It

promises to be & wery epecial
celebration and sll are welcome.

Annual Christmas Day Dinner

ThF Koights of BSt. felumbanus
will hold their annuel Chrisimas
Day dinner for the needy of the
pity in the 5t. Vincent Hosbel
anglesea Terrace Ak 12, 30p.m.
vapr  fucther informaticn contact
Tim at 341EVS.

B.A §35

Park'H'Ride

Cengratulstiohs Lo Cork
Copporation and Pus Eireann For
praoviding the shuttle buz service
from victoria Cross  to  Grand
Parade. This 1z = great service
and iz highly recommepnded. It
cogmences at 9.30a.m. eod rTuns
every Len minutes, with the added
advantaga of gupervised car
parking facilities.

Regding for Sunday 1% December
Mic.5:2-5, Fa.79.
Heb.10:3-10. Lk-1:39-45.
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