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It was 8 cold, chiliy winter's
day with that white Llight which
of ten ¢comes when gnow 15 near., I
was al & funeral ard we made oue
way through the graveyard behind
the coffino. When  the pravers
wWere over  we  turned Lo go,
Further up 4n  the graveyard,
between the fgraves, wWere masses
of white asnowdrops,  Feople wape
remarking on  them and poinling
them ocut to each atber, "= =small
sign  of vesurrection”, T heacd
gomecne =aying, “new life ameng
he greaves."

Thal image 1s very much wich
me today, the Peast of 5t. Brigid
ang the first day of Spring. You
could say Brigid lived at the
time of the ficst Spelng in the
Irish Church. It wWas s time when

Ireland earned the titis of
Island of Sainls and Scholars.
Thers must have bzen many young
men and women who llstened fto
Patrick's preaching, whe listened
aod turmed away. EBrizid and her
companicns did not They
listened, they Lhought about 1t
more then likely they argued and
discussed it at length. Brigid,
T belipve, was tco strongE B wWoman
to accepl anything Llindly. Zhe
muac hawe taksn time, must have
guesktioned and put her own point
ot wiew, but =ventuslly she Was
canvinosed ard, when convineced,
gahe acted. Many olblher young men
and women d1d the same ard =0 we
had one of Lhe mast glorious
perigds in our history., spirlil-
ually and intellectually.

Teday wWe are &t =2 crossroads
of feaith in Ireland, especially
among cur young people.  This 1s
thke age of the laity. The faith
will either find new wigour and
new growlh amang ouT  Roung
people, or it will deecline. T
don't  expect  young  people  of
today to eccept wibhoub guestlon;
that, 10 my wiew, is intellectusl
stupidity. Bub, Lo walk away

without nuastion im egual ly
gTupid.
That is why [ am 8o excited by

the new initiatiwve this week 1In
curr Faridsh and I hope that some
af our young pecple will join Fr.
Michael mrd his ceam in the C.P.
Centre next Wadnesday mnighb at

TL0Dp.m,
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QURIXTEYS:
SYMPATHIES

We offer our slncere sympathy to
SH. AILBE MOLONEY Sk
Catherine's Convent, on the death
of her sister.

“Wedding

Congratulations Lo the Tollowing
parigshicners on their merriegs:
HILARY 0O'LEARY, 18 Xenley Drive,

wha marrizd Sean Cotler,
Rochestown Road.
FETEFR O'BRIEH, 2 Lyobrook,

Glasheen Road, who marrded Jean
O'Donoghue , Ovens.

FINBARE HIGLING, 22 Leesdale,
Model Farm Hosd, whe married
Noelile Lindey, Carraroe, Sligo.
CATHERINE CASEY, 101 Leesale,
Model Farm Road, who marrled Liam
Honohan, Carrigaline.

MARK FOLEY, 49 Leesdale, Maodel
Farm Bosd, who marrcied Mary
D'ZHER, Forestry House, Madel
Farm Road -

Headings for Sunday 8 February
Te. 6:1=2, 3-8, Fa. Ll37.
1 Gor. 15:1-11. Lk. S:1-11.

A STELLAR
PERFORMANCE!

Congratulations ka Loulsge
J'5ullivan, end Kathw and
Jennites Kenefick, wha W T
succesaful  in galning  Irisk
Hockey trials.

congratulstions alse o Mount

Merey who won & place in Lhe
gemi=-final of the Munster Senior
Cup.

ht the Munster Indoor Athlebics
Champicnships Ield in  Kenagh
recently, Ficnnuela Lombard of
Mount Mercy came 1st in the Shot
Putt and 2nd in the Hizgh Jump.
dlao the Mount Merew Relay Team -
Sharon Kelly, Awvril Eelly, Zeile
McDonnell and Ailils Hesly - came
1st in the U.1l6 relays. Congrat-
ulations to all!l

FACING THE FUTURE

The Mount Mercy Fashion Show '97
held in Jury's Hobtel was a greak
success, raising the grand total
of E2 600 for twa wery worthwhile
charities, The Cork Raps Crieis
Centre and Cuanlee HRefuge fop
Abuzed Women, Great effoct was
made by evervone o ensurs its
BUCOaES,



COMMENT

RAECHA, SOMMENT by “LUKE”

THE FIRST STONE?

Con't you often wonder about the
priorities given to  what 1s
considersd npewsworthy by the
media  generally? Famine 1in
Somalia or Ethiopim must be
regarded as newsworthy,
certainly. The lsts=et s=trocity
In Hecthern Iroland or che Middle
Eazt would warrant & headlins and
coverage  wWithout doubt. But,
wngtever the truth of the matter
is, rcan the blanket coverage of
the Premident Bill Clinton sage
really be Justilfied?

Innocent until proven guilty
would appear to have gone out the
window in the mass of cooment, at
least by  most commentators.
Innocent or ook, does i
el fective oresldent of the UE, ar
indeed any politiceo, need Lo De
moral as well as competent?  Is
the chame in being compromlsed?
of belng accused of lying? OF
gimply being  caught? or,
perhaps, ke log the innocent
victim in it =117

It aecurs to me that Chreist
may have bkad sn &newer to the
dilemms. T the mob who would
nave stoned te desath the woman
takenr  in tha very  act of
adultery, He =aid, "Let him who
has not  sinned throw the firsc
gtone". Tao the woman, He said,
"Heither will T ocondemn you. Oa,
3in no more". Foord for thought
perhaps?

2 }ﬂﬁE THE
INGREDIENT

Cookery Demonstration

cockery  Demonstratlion and Pood
Testing in Jurys Haotel on
Wednesday 311 Febk. at Sp.m. by

Geargine C'Bullivan and Sheila
Felly o Bord Bia, and Michael
Fwan of I=zsaczs Hestsurgnt, in
aid of Bishopstown Lions Club

charities. Tickets &5 availahls
ot Bishopstown Post  OfFice,
Centra, Currsheen Rosd, Lions
Club members, or oat door on che
night, Fefiles and laote of
OriZes.

Bishopstown Camogie Club
Following their historic first
win in the Sepior Championship,
Lhe Qlubh will make & house-to-
house colliection in the greater
Bighopstown area over the peaxl
faw weeks. One player will
undertake the climbing of Mount
Kilimanlaro- (almost 20,000ft] as
the medivm of securing
sponsorship for the Club's
benefit only. We losk ForwWard Lo
your kind support.
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Viaitation Youth Alert

Fr. Finbare will visit pemainder
of Rossbrook and Kenley in thoe
coming weaeks,

Blessing of Candles

Mondsy 2nd February iz the Feast
af the Presentation and candles
Will hbe blessed amd evesilable at
the chureh deors.

Tueaday 3rd, the Feast af 5St.
Blaise - throats will be blessed
af'ter Masses,

Firat FPiﬂE[
Hext Friday FGBkh, Calls ta thea

gick and housebound on the usual
davs,

£f B Sa
Mext Friday 6th Fehruary, from
10,30 ke 7.30p.m.

Doy for Life

Sunday lst Februasry iz the Dy
for Lifa, CURA - the orgen-
ization which cares for peaple In
the event of Unrzpected

pregnency, and resulting problems
- welld like people to know they
are  there to  help. Further
infarmation at deors end church
noLice bogrds, or any of Parigh
Team,

SLALA Youth Team, hesded by a
¥oung Hedemptorist, Fr. Michasl
O'Riordan, hope to meet  wilh
young men and women (17-25 years)
21 the C.F. {entre on Wednesday
Yth Febeuary at 7.00p.m.

Diovcesan Lourdes Pilgrimage

A  special collection  will  he
Laken vp at Mass on the weekend
7/8 Pebruary, The proceedas will
help the organisers to [und
invglids end helpers to ccawvel.
Tour contpibution would be much
appreciotaed.

Bishopetown Cosmunity Association
Members meeting on Tuesday 3 Feh.
at Sp.m. in Wilten Park Housze.

Liturgy Group

Minutes of last meeting available
in Sacristy.

Getting Mareled This Yeary

C.M.C.C. have & range of Pre-
Marrigge Courses arpanged for
this wyeae. If you would like Eo
take part, plesse book now for
colrses  up to July 190K, at
Z7S0TH,

Weight Watchers

de from 8th February classes held
In  Wilton will be  held  in
Bighopsbown TA8 Club, tel,
Br2Bag,

EMERGENCY NUMBER
088-519940




