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Last Sunday afternoon ] was out
for my walk and met two ladies -
the wounger had her 2% year old
son in fow. Very guickly this
young man made his feelings felt
- the kernel of his message being
that he hadn't the slightest
interest in the company or
conversation of his elders, and
wanted out - peonto,  His mother
explained with a sigh: "“You can
see now  who 95 boss  in our
housa.,”

The older lady responded:
“You may think you have proeblems
new, but enjoy them - dt's in
twaelve or fourteen wears from now
you'll face the real problems.”

Later she asxpanded to me on
this statement, unfortunately an
all too familiar staory. Her
fourteen year old - "the best 1in
the world really, wouldn't harm a
stray cat" - won't go to Mass -
this iz just a dead area in his

Yife. The "shewar" that go are &
Tat of hyvpocrites anyway,
furthermore the sermgns  would

hore you to tears, et cetera, et
cetera. This  gesture aof
rebellion iz sometimes followed
by a declaration that he hates
schonl, hatez this house, hates
having to be polite to thase
boving friends and relaticns who

come to yisit them. A11 symbols
of authority at home at school,
ar at church are Tike windmills
ta Sancha Panza ov was it the
irrepressible Dan Quixote
himself?Y - he must have a tilt
at them all.

I mouthed the usual platitudes
that he will oraw out of this
mind-set, that most of us
appreciate the wvalues abscrbed
from home as we grow up a bit,
and return ta them. I hated
myzalf for having nothing mora

pasitive to offer than this
trite, rather lass than
convincing  abservation. |

hadn't given any explanatian why
things should happen like this in
a family who have done everything
to give love and example to this
of fepring. I felt too that this
mother suspects that time will
net bring about the return of her

prodigal as surely as it used to,

and she is probably right. There
areg many and powerful influsnces
in young people’s lives today

that cannat be
ageing cleric.

] suppose parents will have to
settle for daoing the best they
can - and pray. And  young
people, there are better and less
bloody ways of reselving tensions
between the generations than
breaking the hearts of thase whao
lave you most.
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.ot to suggest that we congratulate
them on their Joys and sympathize
with them on their sorrow as we
io the da with the Catholic
parishioners.
Fditor

Little Orchard,
Farranlea Park

Dear Editar,

I note that this year our
parish calendar has @
illustratian to depict
Interreligion dialogue. At Mass
we have also been praying for
Christian Unity.

The following is a guotatien
from Fr.lawrence Freeman, 0.53.EH.
"The goal of all religion 1s the
perfection of the human being as
a person of love and wisdom. It
is mocked by religious pride and
exclusivism: whather the
imperializm of the fundamentalist

Christian or the superiority of
the born again Buddhist. Why
thenm be @& Christian or a
Buddhist, a Muslim, Jew...? What
does it mean to bhe a true
disciple and faollower of one
path? Perhaps fthis s the

essential question to enter the
new millennium with., Tt is the
question  which  most deftly
liberates religion from 7its own

Bgy. Couwrageously pondered 1t
gmpowers  us  to  lave aQur  OWn
tradition with  fidelity  and

obedience but at the same time to
lave oy neighbours as
themselves.™

bn the third Sunday of each
month the Bulletin 1% distributed
to all the homes, including non-
Catholic hemes., Would this be an
ppportunity to convey our good
wishes ie aur nmon=Catholie
neighbours, most of whewm are
fellow Christians? T would Vike

Yours sinceraly,
Rowana D'5ullivan

The Editor writes :

[ndeed, T mgree with the writer, I
would Tike to think that this bulletin
is non=densminational. HWe welcome
notices from everyone, and this would
Ineluds any parichicners, frrespective
of their reltgious beliefs,
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We aoffer our sincere sympathy ta
the Sisters of the Infant Jesus,
at. Joseph's Convent, Model Farm
Road, an the death of Sr.
Gengyieve Maguire, a native of
firdfert, Co. Kervy, and a member
of the community in 5t. Joseph's
Canvent for the past while.

“Bud we've ATWAYS done it ke this . .




THE WEEE AHEAD - THURSDAY

[11ness touches averyhody's
mgttle- While it affects the
sick  themselves most intimately
a5 well a5 their families and
Carers, its ripples wash over

friends, neighbours, work
colleagues and  acquaintances.
The  loss  of health awakens
searching guestipns about Tife,

its purpase and our destiny. It
causes many to guestion the good
of 2 loving God. Pain and
suffering discancert young and
ald alike. Where do we turn in
the midst of such confusion, and
evan anger, perhaps?

. One haven the church offers is
in prayer thraugh Mary's
intercession. A focus for this
prayer is the World Day of Prayer
for the 5Sick on Thursday next,
February 11th, feast of Our Lady
of Lourdes., Lourdes has its own
unigue  personal  memeories and
graces for many. Far all of us,
Thursday 15 an  opportunity to
Join with the church werldwide in
centrusting  our  sick  and  our
sickness  ta  Mary, asking the
Lowd's blessing wpon those  in
greatest need and those who care
for them. This wyear, we could
remember aspecially those wha are
11 in mind, those who despairing
of a purpose  in Tife  are
suicidal, those who especially
need the care of our Mother, Our
Lady of Lourdes. Let us pray for
cne another.

Yrs. Oally Leslie [nee Ryan) died
at Rosenalee Retirement Home just
a week after her friend Hora
Burton. Dolly was a member of a
well-known Morth Cork family with
a long history in medical care
ias well as horses and
grevhounds . & petite and
colourful woung lady (hence her
pet name [olly} she qualified as
a nurse at Cork's Rorth
Infirmary, Joined, the British
Medical Corps in India, married
br. C. Leslie, returned to
England and practised her
profession thera and in Ireland.
She lived for some time on Madel
Farm Repad with her sister Oonagh
0'Har1ihy, and retired ta
Rosenalee some six years ago. To
her sister, nephews, nieces, and
her many card playing friends, we
of far our sincere sympathy.

Fatricia (Pat) 0'Brien, Highfield
Lawn. Pat had not been in the
best of health for the past year
or so, but she passed away guite
ungxpectedly on  Thursday Z8th
Jdanuary. the was a lady who
logved her game of Bridge, and had
a wide circle of friends through
her association with the game,
and indeed through her earlier
association wWith the work of
meals-on=-wheels at 5%t. Vincent's
Convent. Hey Requiem Mass was
celebrated by her brother Fr. Tom
0'Flaherty, from Florida, USA.
We extend our sincere sympathy to

her hushand  Joe, her family
Deirdre, Tom anid Yincent,
grandchildrean, brothers and

sigter, relatives and her many

friends,
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Irish Under 16 Hockey

Breeda Lynch has beean selected as
a goalie on the U=-16 Irish Hockey
team. From March 17th - Z0th
Breeda will be in Scotland with
the fteam to  play the Home
Counties (England, Scotland,
Walesl. The Eurapean Tournament
takes place in Beloium on March
3tst. HWe wish Breeda the wery
best of Tuck.

St. Finbarre's Beyond 2000

On  Wednesday January 27th, six
students and two teachers
attandad the Lard Mayor's
Chambers for the Jlaunch of the
Intar-3chonls debating compet-
ition faor fourth wears. The
motion for the first roumd s
"That 5t. Finbarre's Cathedral is
mere a4 resource than a relic in
contemporary Cork". Eighteen
schools fram Cark City and County
are taking part in the debate.

5311 Chernoby]

On Friday Jdanuvary 29th, Simon
Coveney, T.D. wisited the school
and gave a wery interesting and
enjoyable talk to the girls an
his family's Found-the-world
vovage o raise money for  the
children of Charnabyl. The
family are now sailing betwen Sri
Lanka and the Maldives and have
been at sea since October '97.
They hope to raise 51 million for
the project - to date the project
has raised 300,000,

Love Is Im The Air
£f. valentine's week-end Annual

Mass to celebrate Love and
Commitment , an  Friday  12th
February  at 7.3 p.m. at
Harth Cathedral. Evaryone

welcome, especially married and
engaged couples. Famj1135 also
wWelocome . Renew marriage wows,
blessing af engagement .
More information at 367571,

P

Congratulations!

fOur best wishes go to Brian Mulling
aof 115 Leesdale, Model Farm Road who
was awarded the Cork Chamber of
Commerce prize for attaining the
kighest marks in Economics in the
Cark region at Leaving Certificate
Tewegl. BErian waz a student at
Colaizte an 5picorald Naoimh, and we
take this chance to congratulate him
and his teacher on the achievement.

Readings for Sunday 14 February

1 Sam.16:6-7, 10-13. Eph.5:B-14.
Ps.22. Jn.8:1-41.

PARISH TEAM

Fr. Tom Clancy, P.P. 34T61G
Fr. Finbarr Crowley, C.C 343895
Dean Denis O'Connor 542972
Sr. Ursula O'Callaghan 545349
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087 - 251 9940




