&,
4 Second Sunday of Advent

allincaspaisg
ulletin

k&. Sunday § December 1999

CHUACH CF THE miRY SFAT
[ hpEHY S CROES, COAK. __,“

FROM OUR w
PARISH
TEAM |

The Dean wriles

=

"It {5 a more biessed thing to
give than to receive", so the
Lord said. Christmas s only
twenty days away. The retail
stores never tire of inyiting us
ta buy gqifts for ourselves to
make wus happy - and for our
friends to ensure they will be
our “farever friends".

Ho doubt you know of the ald
provert "We arve all born with
clenched fists - but we die with
apen hands." S0 when we are
bern we reach out to grasp the
fullness of 1ife, and all it has
to offer - after all, everything
God made 15 good. But nothing
iz eover sp fastened into our
grasp than we cannot give 1t up.
We never become slaves to our
possessions - hopefully.

The moral of the story 15 -
lave peaple, use things - never
the other way round. This is the
truth that will set us free. 5o
forget about expensive gifts this
Christmas. Give the gift of
yourself in a spirit of love. It
will leave you with a deep and
lasting satisfaction of having
done  something goed with  your
1ife - and  cemented  your
friendship with the Lord. "HWill
you put yourself out at Christmas
to let Christ dn?" [Fr. Tom Cox,
‘Intercom' ).

P.5. In a recent survey in the
U.5. psychologist John Rosemond
estimates  that while adults
attain 10%-20% of things they
desire, children wusually get
about BOE of what they want.
Perhaps we shouTd help them to be
compassionate and  giving and
prepared for the real world -
this is kindness too.
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5T. AMBROSE
FEAST DAY 7 DECEMBER

St. Ambrose (338-397) was born in
Trier of & noble Roman family.
He entered the public service and
at an early age was made governor
af Morthern Italy.  Although not
yat baptised he was electd Bishap
of Milan in 374,

dmbrose  took his  calling
seripusly, devoting himself +to
study and pastoral work, while
living a 1ife of poverty and
humility, He defended orthodoxy
against the Arians with brilliant
preaching. He debarred the
Emperor Theodosius from the door
of the church because of a cruel
murder. He converted St.
Augustine whom he baptised 1in
386,
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We vemember those wito
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Robert Barrett's sudden death on

11th Hovember shockead and
saddened a wide network of
family, friends, neighbours and
colleagues. As a  Tife-long
resident of the Model Farm Road,
Bab will be remembered by 211
genarations. A special memary
for many will be seeing three
generations walking to church

tegether on A
Speaking to  a diverse  but
intimate community of mourners,
Fr. Tom assured us that Christ
would welcome Bob with the wards
"1 was without hope and you gave
me 2 listening ear; I was in
need and your community service
helped me; I was 2 school pupil
and you enriched our environment.
Come, take the place prepared for
wau." We extend our sincere
sympathy to Bob's wife Mary, his
children Fiona, Liadhain and
Maebh, his mother Moyra, sisters
Rudrey and Elizabeth, brothers
Dermot and Thomas, to the wider
family and, indeed, to the many
parishioners who have lost a true
friend. Ay dheis De, go raibh =
anam di11s.

Sunday morning.
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We offer our sincere 5ynpathy to
CHARLES LE&HY, Qur Sacristan, on
the death of his sister Margaret

Terry. :
To MORA  QUIGLEY, 56  Wilton
Gardens, an the death of her
cictar Patricia Keily, and hey

nephew Patrick Quigley.

To DGHHY MAHONWY, Leesdale, on the
death of his brother.

Ta ALISON KEATIWG, Bishapstown
Park, aon the death of her father
David Horgan.
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We welcome
cammunity:

into our Christian
Megan Denise Smithers

Kyrian Thomas Mgai Fitzgerald
Rebecca Margaret Kelleher
Katelynn Rebecca Gearns-Crowley
Alice Laura O'DOriscall

Kathleen Maria Conneely
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On Christmas Eve 1967, Martin
Luther King, broadcasting to his
oporessed people about a wision
he had far them, guoted from the
praphet Isaiah:

“Cansole my people, consale
them,” says your God, "Speak
to the heart of Jerusalem and
call to her that her time of
seryice 15 ended, that her sin
is atoned for. Hare 435 the
Laord coming with power, his arm
subduing all things ta him."

This Sunday's firset reading is
that same passage from Isaiah.
Spoken originally to the exiled
Hebrews, it awakened in them a
hope that seon their oppression
would be ended. Through the
power af God, they would return
to their homeland, free to make a
fresh start in 1life. It 15 a
reminder that God endures from
age te age, caring for his paople

like a shepherd feeding his

IS COMING

flock, gathering lambs in  his
arms, holding them against his
breast. The  image s a

reassuring cne with
of joy and hope.
that £he Hebrews had then to
venture out  courageously  from
Babylon, carving cut a new way of

its message
The reality is

1ife in the promized land. The
promise  wWas ctupendous  but
committed cooperation with the

Lord was eszential.

The same offer iz made to us
as was made to the Hebrews. The
Lord 18 not slow to carry out his
pramises. He will lead ws out
of sin, addiction, selfishness,
despair, jealousy, fear and
unfargivingness into a new 1ife
of contentment, faith, peace and
hope, 1f only we allow him and
follaw trustingly. Let us
prepare a way far the Lord this
Advent.
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JUBTLEE BOOKLETS

Our sincerest thanks to  our
pastoral council members and our
contact persons who distributed a

pooklet to every home in  the
parizh hopefully. If your home
did not receive one, pleasa Jlet

us  know. Tha hooklet has been
widaly appreciated.

Extra copies of the booklet
are available at the church door
tlhiz weekend, priced B0p. Yau
may 1ike to send a copy ta family
members 1iving elsewhere. Thank
Youl .
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Christmas Craft Fayre

L'&rche will held their ennual
Fayre this Sunday 5th, from i o

f p.m. benind Togher Churet.
Duality handcrafted Christias
gifts, refreshments, music,
Santa, etc.

Annual Christmas Dinner

Thank You Lord

The Bishopstown Sacial Services
Bnnual Dinner for senior citizens
and friends will take place an
Sunday next, 12th December at
6.00 p.m. fin Eishopstown G.AR.
Payilion. Tickets £5, and
transport available 7 required.
Pleace contact MNora Fitzpatrick
546358, Brid Hartnett 544693 or
Michael Haydon. We wish to thank
gur many sponsors and supporters
aof this event.

CHRISTMAS FAMILY MASS

You are warmly dinvited to our
Christmas Family Mass on Sunday
12th December at 12,715 p.m.

Please bring a non-perishable
fopd item for 5t. Vinceni de
Paul. There will be refreskments
after Mass in the Crypt.
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WO HAVE RECOLMRRL
TO THYE

Feast of Immaculate Conception
Mext Wednesday, Bth Uecember, 1s

a Holyday of Obligation. Vigil
Mass on Tuesday at 7.30 p.m.
Masses an Wednesday at 9.00,

10,30, 12.15 and 7.30 p.m.

St. Vincent de Paul
The monthily collection will take
place at all Masses next weekend.

Rosary Procession

Tn hanour of the Immaculate
Conception will take place on ath
December, at B.30 p.n. commencing
at Grand FParade Hotel and
concluding with Benediction in
3=, Peter & Faul's Church.
Bring candle/torch.

Readings for Sunday 12 December

Is. 61:1=2, 10-17. Ps. Lk.1.
1 Thess.5:16-24, Jdn. 1:6-8,19-24,

EMERGENCY NUMBER

087 - 251 9940




