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THE TRUTH THAT SETS US FREE

For the past few manths our naws
hulletins bring us  regular
accounts of large sums of money
changing hands - allegedly for
favours of doubtful Tegality.
Cormaentators and letter writers
are  wringing their hands in
anguish at the thought of our
lack of =tandards in high places.

[t all made me think of
something the Lord szid in his
preaching: "If wou make my word
wour  home  you  will learn  the
truth, and the truth will make
you free." (Jahn 8:31-321 The
Jews assured him that they were
not slaves to anyone. But the
Lord  replied: "T tell you
solemnly, anyvone who commits sin
is a slave."

The truth about God made
manifest in the life af Jesus -
the extraordinary love which God
has for each one of us - this is
the truth that =zets us free,
gives meaning to life, and puts a
gang in our hearts. It is this
birth, this vision which sets us
free - free from the tyranny of
poszession of bthe things of the
world, the truth that enables us
to rise above the weakness aof aur
human nature - and freg us from

crippling prejudice, because we
know and believe the lowe which
God has for us. "IF we say we
are in union with God while we
are living in darknezs, we are
lying, hecause wé are not living
the truth." (1 Jokn &1. "But
whoever 1lives in lave lives in
God, and GBod 1ives in him" - a
wonderfil ideal, not easily
attained, but worth Tiving for.
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£ see W05 il s pereodd of trafuing, 2
time of gregaration, durng which we
fpgrm the art of feving Cod and our
reeighbuner, which ir the bearf of the
Cospel wesiage. Somslimer sieceending,
rametimes failing, Ar we legrmn, fhen
merny fhangr begen fo ook differemd.

Deark, for intaiice, comes lo be 1oes 7s
the wray wdkech boads us fo the viston of
God, dhe somenl when we shall see Him
@3 Ife veally is, and find our tolal
Siedfelnent i fove’s fingl chooe, The

Wit mEte W kion Witk Bar which is most
Temendile, unier th God, [ gl that the
Heo el of ecslasy.

The One who wrll understond,
whe well forpive,
woho ol comsole
That is ey tdew af God.
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REVIEW
Title: Celtic Threads

sub Title: Exploring the Wisdom
of our Heritage

Edited by Padraigin
Yeritas 1999, Dublin.

Clancy.

Celtic Threads is a collection of
16 essays on the subject of
Celtic Spirituality, by
cantributors from a wide variety
of  bhackgrounds,  among  them:
M,E.P. Muala Ahern {Green Partyl,
Redemptorist missionary John J.

0'Riprdan, spivitual singer
Hoirin Ni  Riain, philosopher-
story  teller Jehn  Moriarty,

feminist thealpgian Mary Condren,

Methodist minister Johnstan
McMaster, folklorist Padraigin
Clancy.

Yariety abounds in the topics
of the essays. It shows the
Caltic spiritual tradition to be
a rich tapestry, the threads of
which we need to plck in order to
WEave aur Own cantemporary
spirituality. But this heritage
is not perceived as simply @
treasure of preserved or Bven
adapted resources, it 15 alsao
viewed as a challenge 1o keep
trying to fulfil and be faithful
to ancient fdeals and wvalues.
And John Moriarty writes: "...
we daren't go without it. But

.. the crisis we are facing now
on the earth is so great ... that
we must be DRIGIMALLY creative.,
We have to get to the place whare
myths are born and allow a hew
yision to emerge.”

fn encouraging, exciting book!

Madelaine McHamara

Who Needs the Church?

Ahs was to be expected, the chat
programme on radio on Good Friday
was on religion. bne  wiew
expressed was:  "Surely one can
be a gomd Christian without
belonging to any religious group
ar church." ‘Such a wview of
Christianity is wery incomplete.
True enough, Christ has commanded
us to love one anather as He has
Toved us. Some people can do
that on their own and 1ive up to
high moral values without being a
mermber of a church, But, before
He died and again after the
Resurrectian, Christ broke bread,
blessed it and -gave it to His

disciples as  His body. His
command was clearcut: “Do this
in memory of me." To be &

Follower af Christ, one must abey
Hisz command and share in  the
Eucharist with fellow followers.
In Christ's own time, same Jews
found that to be 'a hard saping’
and walked no more with Him. In
pur time, some find it difficult
to warship with the Church but
Christ's words are very clear.
"1f you do not eat of the flesh
of the Son of Man and drink his
Blood, you wil not have 1ife in
you. "

Jubilee Bells
Ring for People in Need

Qur parish bell ringers, both
senfor and junior, were received
with great interest and approval
at Wilton Shopping Centre whare
they performed to raise money for
TELETHOM. [t seems they weant
down & treat because they made
§472 in the afternaoon. Well
done !
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We pray for Sheila 0'Shea, Jate
of  Wilton  Avenue, who died
recantly., Sheila's death would
have come as a great shock to
many. 3he was a woman who loyved
her garden and also spent weeks
an  end near the sea  at
Rosscarbery. A  private and
gentle woman Sheila devoted her
1ife to her hushand Billy. On
vigiting the 0'Shea household,
one was always guaranteed a great
welcome and  a  slice of  her
Christmas cake. Sheila waz a
woman of deap faith, saying her
iWn special prayers at home and

Nancy CLreed, Model Farm HRoad,
died at the Bon Secours Hospital
on 1st May. Hancy was a native
of Croom, Ca. Limerick. Later
che met and wmarried Tom Creed
from Aherla. Tom was an official
af Allied Irish Banks. Nancy was
predeceased by her husband for
well over twenty wears. ahe
lived with her family at Laburnum
Lawn, before moving to a4 new
house npear her son on Model Farm
Road about ten years age.  Her
Regquiem Mass was celebrated by
her brather-in=law, Fr. Berard,
0.F.M. Cap. We offer our very

attending dafly Mass. We pray cincere sympathy ta her family
that the Lord will reward her beirdre, Michael, Anne, Tom,
gentleness  and  kindness. To Mary, Grainne and Paddy, her
Eilly we offer our deepest cisters, relatives and friends.
sympathy.

USE THIS SPACE

We would welcema any comments you
may have on the PARTEH PILGRIMAGE

Just drop them in the letter box
at the C.P. Centre.
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i FIRST COMMUNIONS i

i Hext Saturday 27th  May for o
n the pupils of 5t. Catherina's o
i Schoot.  AlT inyited. n

ADVANCE WARNING
Change of Mass Time

On  Sudnay 11th and Sunday
18th June, RiT<E. will
broadcast Mass  from  this
church, To facilitate these
broadcasts Mass will be at
10,00 a.m. on both Sundays.

On thase Sundays Masses will
be at 9.00, 10.00 and 12.15.

TAKE ﬁ[@g@

South American Missions

The annual collection will take
place at all Masszes next week-
end.

St

Baile'n Easpaiq Gramophone Circle
Final Recital of this season will
take place on Wednesday next 24th
at I p.m. when Dan Murphy will
present some gloricus music.
Everybody is welcome o a great
finale.

Mount Mercy News

in 4th May Mike Murphy, who was
in Cork to present his Art Show
pragramme  for  R.T.E. radio,
visited the school o speak 1o
the students - especially the Art
students. He spoke about his
work with R.T.E. and his own love
of Art. Fifth wear Art student
Mary Jo Murphy, a recent winner
in the Texacao Portrait
Competition, presentad Mike with
a portrait of himself.

EMERGENCY NUMBER

08T - 251 9940

Readings for Sunday 28 May
fcte T0:E5-PR, 3d-34, 4d-48,
Pe.27,. 1 Jn.d:7-110.
dn.15:9-17.

A Prayer for Peace and
Reconclliation In lreland

Haavenly Father, Your Son, Jesus
Christ, Prince ol Paace, died an
tha Cross a victim of vialanca,
Wa pray that Yourpaace will come
to this island of lreland, Our haps
for peace rests entirely on You.
We pray far all victims of viclence
« ihat they may esjoey @l2rma

ace,

e pray for those wha have been
injured in body, mind and spirit

thal they may ba healed.
We pray for the perpetrators of
viclerce
- that they may reject thair vialent
ways, and we pray far
raconciliation amongst all 1he
peaple of this island. Amen.




