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Another weekend is uwpon us wWith
jts gqift of Eucharist together.
The sheer regularity of the event
may inoculate us against the
awesomeness of what we share 1nm
word and sacrament. Do we
remember much of Ged's call to
Isajah or to Peter and his
companions  Tlast weekend? Did
their response enrich or inspire
our lives throughout the week?
How did we heed God's gift of
himself to us in the readings?y
Maybe, it is as if last weekend's
readings never happenad for us;
that we never unwrapped the gift,
or left it to one side once we
got home. We could blame the
readey or the preacher that he or
she did not make it interesting
enough for us. Such scapegoating
is unworthy of a believer. No
gift can enrich us unless we make
it our very own.

¥We know that it i= the spirit
of God who reveals the richness
of the message to us when we
prapare the s0il of our hearts to
recejve  it. As well as 4
listening e@ar, we n2ad A
receptive hedrt with a decision
mode to et God's word find a
home in us.  We ready the heart
and the head by explaining the

readings at home or ceming to
church five or ten minutes
beforehand to study them before
Mass. Our preparations will be
Blessed a bundredfold by the
Spirit of God., The famitiar will
become reassuring and enabling
rather than boring and
irrelevant. For instance, this
weekend Paul's reassurance about
the after-1ife could enable us to
ba generous to the point of
genuing sacrifice this Llent
towards the poor and hungry whom
the gospel ferms blessed.

Dne thing is certain. The
gpirit of God is active in the
readings and has the power to
enable us to be saints. Is that

yhat we want? I am suye that it
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The Sacramenis

Why not take on 4 challenge for
a0tz You are invited to 4 study
day at &%. Finbarr's Colleqge,
farranferris, on  Sunday 18th
Fepruary, 10.00 - 2.00 p.m. [Mass

at 4.00 p.m.) Adm. £5. FPresenter
Fr. Paul Watsan, Maryvale
Institute, Birmingham. Please

tring packed Tunch and cORY of
the Mew Catecnism of the Cathalic
Church. Further infoemation from
Fr. Daclan Mansfield, kel,

430717,
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"an  Introduction to  Christian
Feminism" by Claire Colette
Murphy, SHCJ, Dominican Publ-

ications, Dublin, 1994.

Suceinct and ¢lear, it offers
i balanced perspective,
respectful of cpposing views, and
is well dinformed on the origins
of Christian Feminism in
seripture and the History of the
Church.

It <hows it to be not anti-
men, but on the opposite, working

Ct. Peter had to veconsider
some aof the teachings of his
faith {concerning the uncleanness
of some animals). In the same
way the present day Church may
need ta reconsider some of 1§s
teachings on the participation in
the 1life of the Church of the
female half of the whole baptized

for a liberation of both men and | people. "The truths of feminism
women in accordance with Jesus' are the concerns not of women
teaching and practice. flsa ta alane, but of the whole Christian
be fatthful to 5t. Paul's commpnity. "

statement about "slaves or free,
Jews or Greeks, male or female".
Christian Feminism s
as being a

perceiwved

"grace for the

Madelaine Nerson McNamara

closer to Ged. It can ke a mixed

atrange how @ challenging i !

- Hgteh blessing. & 1ot like today's
situation, even a similar Eveqt heatitu3E5. They seem to play up
can  lead people 10 gain | cyarec of distress:  being poor,
completely different perspectives grieving, suffering injustice.

an life. Take the very human
experience of sickness, an this
World Day for the Sick.

In illness, we experience our
puwer1essneqs, aur  1imitations
and our frailty. We glimpse our

Jesus does not say they are good
in themselves. They are anly
good as occasiens that bring us
closer to God.

In contrast, we have all =een
abundance and woalth ruin a life.

mortality., It can lead to our F
ar the person who can handle
?ecam1ng _se]f—ahsnrhed,l despair- prosperity, there are a hundred
ng or in revolt against God. who can handle adversity. Look
Yet illness can alspo make peaple all around you. An  imagined

1qtenseTy grateful and help them
discern what 1% not essential, so
that they can turn towards that
which 1=,

[11ness is not good in {tge1f.
Its merit lies in bringino us

blessing can [in hindsight) be
the very 'curse' that Jesus spoke
of. For if we lose sight of God,
we Tose everything.

Fr. Tom Cox, Intercom
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Fairtrade

Millions of people in the poorest
countries depend on producing products
like tea, coffee and bananas for a living.
This often invalves Jong hours of back
breaking labour, in hot or dangerous
conditions, with the only result being
grinding poverty end  inadequate
housing, with little heakth care or
education for their children. By buying
Fairtrade goods you can make a real
difference to producers’ quality of life.

Across Africa, Asia and Latin America
people Jabour everyday to produce many
of the thirfes which we take for granted.
Our cup of tea ar coffee, our bar of
chocolate and much of our fruit depend
on people thousands of miles away
spending their lives working for little
reward,

Owver many years the price of many of
these products, like tea, coffee and
cocoa, have been falling. On top of this
many farmers in developing countries
have nowhere to sell their products
except 1o local middlemen who can
decide to pay them very little for their
crop. This means that they often reccive
very little for their long hours of labour,
sometimes not cven enough 1o live on.

What does Fairtrade mean?

& A partnership spproach 10 addressing
problems of inequality in world trade:

+ A commitment to workers’ rights;

¢ Paving a fairer price.

+ Buying directly from praducers;

# Paving a bonus on twp of the
minimum price to enable community
develapment;

+ Trading on a long term hasis
enabling producers ta plan for the future.

Where ean you get Fairtrade?

- Oxfam shops

- Your local supermarket

- Your work canteen or local
restaurant.

If your canteen or restaurant doesn’t

serve Fairtrade coffes o tea, ask for it!

All the main coffee roasters in Ireland

have a Fairtrade Mark coffee.

Some of the products:

Caffee: Bewley's Direct, cafedirect,
Johnson's Costa Rica Fairtrade Blend,
Percol Fairtrade, Blue Earth Orpanic &
0K Fairtrade (Java Republic), Robert
Roberts Fairtrade, Tiki Caffe (Matthew
Algie}.

Tea: Bewley's Direct Tea (catering
market only), Clipper Fairtrade Tea,
teadirect.

Chocolate; Divine, Green and Black’s
Maya Gald, Masca Orange/Cappucing
White/Dark

Cocoa: Oxfam’s Affican cocoa

What ean yvou do?

#+ Buy Fairtrade products.

+ Encourage vour family and friends to
doy the same,

¢ Tell the Bulletin where you bought
the Fairtrade products, We will print a
list of local cutlets in 2 future Builerin.

(With tharks to Ushirika published by
Oxfam TrelandNorbern [reland)
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Bulletins to Homes
Wext weekend BuTleting will be

delivered to all homes in the
parish.

Fastoral Cooncil

Monthly meeting will take place
this Monday 12th in C.P. Centre

at 8.00 p.m.

Blood Donation Clinic
At MR HaTT, Wilton, on Thursday
15%th February, from 6 -9.00 p.m.

Adult Education Lecture Series
At Ballincollig Community Schogl
on Thursday 15th February at 8.00
poi,  Title:  Policing in the
21st Century., Speaker - Garda
suparintendent  Kieran  McGann.
A1l are welcome,

Bishopstown I.C.A.

Meeting  next  Thursday  15th
February in 5.M,A, Hall at 2.00
p.m, HNew members welcome.

scoil an Spioraid Naoimh
Enrolnent  week for  bays  and
girls, Monday 12th to Friday 16th
February. Please call to the
school or phone 4543305 (girls)
2543333 (bays).

Readings for Sunday 18 February
T Sam.26:2.7-9. 12=13, &2=-23;
Pg. 102; 1 Cor. 15:45-4%;

I_k-l- E:E?'BE-.

MOUNT MERCY NEWS

Congratulations and wery well
done to Ciara Fitzgibbonm who
attained the highest mark in
Acceounting, and to Simead Turmer
who attdained the highest mark in
Businass, in the Cork City area
in  the 2000 Leaving Cert.
examinations. The Cork Chamber

of Commerce will homour Ciara and
2ingad by presenting them with
awards at a forthcoming function.
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Annual Doll Day

EMERGENCY NUMBER

087 - 251 9940

Fre you willigg te help for a
couple of hours? Trocaire needs

volunteers to help by selling
d:'?  hadges around Cork city
centre on  Ash Wendesday Z5th

February 28th, to raise funds Tor
their development campaigns. IF
you can  help rlease contact
Michella ar Breda at Trocaire,

4275622,
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We offer our sincere sympathy to
MARY AHERN, Enl1ege Road, on the
death aof HEP brother Billy.



