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ALONE OR TOGETHER

In recent decades achicvement, measured
largely by financial reward, has rapidly
hecome the wardstick of success,  The
autonomous high=flyer is not only lauded
but is paraded as the sole role model for
happiness. One resull 5 thal our sense of
belomping to a wider family and community
has given way o an edpy stressed-oot
individualism. There is intensc pressure
cspecially on the young person to make it on
one’s own  Such an atmosphere is an
insidious cancer nibbling away at the fabric
of our sociely.

Side by side with this phenomenan, there
is & growing unease about the quality of our
conncciedness with each ofher. We can
ignore this unease and comtinue o isolate
our lives as families and as individuals more
and more. Or we can reflect on our
interdependency as human beings and huild
happiness on a comnerstone of inclusive care,
care for cach other and care for our
environment, The cmcial choice 15 whether
to focus on our individual rights and lone
ranger lifestyles, or on being part of a wider
community  througl  participation  and
SETVICE.

Advent is an opportunity to focus on the
choice we make and its consequences, The
coming of Jesus was clearly a choice of

relationships. rather than responses, of
attachment rather than  awlonomy.  of
commitment rather than convenience, of
giving rather than grasping, 1 was a chaice
of happiness through enabling love rather
than controlling power.  We are invited 1o
imitate his choice,
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|  LOCAL NEWS

Well done to the Kenley Under 11 Foathall
team, who recently won the Street Loague
Competition at Bishopstown GAA Club |
The team is drawn from the area between
Dennehy's Cross and Melboum Road (and

beyoand?).  The boys beat the Curraheen
team by two peints in a  nail-biting
encounter.

Congramlations to Victoria  Village and
Court an winning First Prize in the Tidy
[stricts  Competition  ron by Cork
Corparation.
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CELEBRATIONS ON THE
DOUBLE

Congratulations (o our organist, Paddy
Killecn, on his recent double tnumph.

Last Sunday he was a worlhy linalist in
the RTE Radio | Church Music
Competition, celebrating 75 Years of
RTE Radio. Two of his works — a new
Mass for the feast of Christ the King
and a choral setting of a passage from
the Gospel of 5t. John — were selected
for the prestigious final, broadcast live
from All Hallows College Chapel. The
concert featured original new work
trom the very best composers of Irish
Church music. drawn from over a
hundred entries.

and France,

(in this first Sunday of Advent Paddy
and many members of the Choir are in
Vienna to participate in the famous
annual Advent Choral Festival. Our
choir sings at the Christmas Market on
saturday and on Sunday they perform
the Mass of 51, Francis, compased by
Paddy, in one of the old Viennese
churches, On Sunday evening they will
combine with other cheirs from around
the world to sing Beethoven's (de fo
Jay in the Vienna Town Hall, where
the composition was first performed.
This tour promises (o be as exciling as
their previous visits o Lourdes, Wales
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Sarah Marreit, |09 Leesdale, Model Farm
Road, had been in failing health for some
vears, yet her death came guite uncxpectedly
on Wednesday 14" November.  Sarah had
heen in and out of hospital on different
gocasions, but in spite of her different
ailmenls. she rotained a great spivit. and
made a pilgrimage to Lourdes last August.
and later made the journey to Owr Lady’s
lsland in Wexford for the devotions there
A larpe crowd anendcd the Rosary.
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Remowval and Funcral Mass at the Church of

the Holy Spirit. We join them in expressing
our sincere sympathy to her  husband
Tommy, son Frank, daughlers Christine and
June. her brothers.  sisters.  sons-in-law,

erandehildren, and her many relatives and

friends. MWav she rest in peace.

calm pas=sage.
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CORE BUSINESS

Nurturing key relationships 15 central 1o
Christmas celebrations.  Crenuine gifis ane
enpressions of thanks and of good wishes.
Sometimes, they are apologics for hurls
inflicted, volnerabilities exploitcd, promises
betraved or commitments dishonowred.

Such recomeiliation among Family, riends,
colleagues  and  neighbours s the  core
business of this Advent time, Without such
bridee building, the Testivities cannat be
authentic. I'he templation is to postpone the
new beginning, afraid it will ool work out.
To let the opperunitics of the seison of
goodwill slip by unheeded 15 foalish bevond
compare.  Chur relationship with Ged needs
attention alsa.  There is no nesd W worry
abaut how it will work out, He has forgiven
us alreadv.  He just wants s home to
reassure ws of his endoring love for us.

The communal celebration of this love in
this parish will be this weekend fortnight
when our Becanciliation Service will be at
4,30 p.m. on Sunday 16" December, Come
and colleet God's gift to you of forgiveness
and inner peace. Bi linn, Bring a mend or,
beter still, bring the family.



LOCAL SCHOOLS

Coliiste an Spicraid Naoimh

Twelve students have heen celebrating their
great success in winning the Millfield Chess
Championships in Britain. The plavers had
a great respomse  from the  business
community in Wilton and Bishapstewn in
their scheol draw which raised enough funds
to redoce  greatly their  transport  amd
accommaodation costs. A big thanks o all
who conteibuted and helped.  The feam
capiain has described the win as one of the
preat moments in his school chess career.
almost as big as winning the All lreland n
hlay.

Two students were recently presented with
first prize in the Royal Society of
Chemisiry’s Web competition.  This was &
national competition, where students were
invited 1o design a website on the theme
{ hrenisiry I Everywiere,

&1 Catherine's National School

Once again, we have won a prize in the Tidy
Sehools competition coming thied  this ear.
Wwell donc o Mes, Griffin's 3 class from
last yoar and 4" class this year. wha have
spent their lunch breaks looking after the
flowers. trees and vepetables, and who have
leorned @ ot sbout gardening from their
gctivitiess. A big “lhank yon™ o our
caretaker Joe for all his help.

Congratulations to Kate MeCutcheon, 8"
class. who onee again gained first place in
the Austealian Maths Competition and Logo
contests, under  the  guidapce of  Mr
Moynihan a1 C.5.M.
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Consider the postage stamp: iis

vsefulness consists in tha ability ta shck g

to ane thing fill it gets theara. /
Josh Bilings
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IN THE TEMFPLE'S SHADOW

lsaiah was a city bov, born in Jerusalem
ahuut B0 years before the coming of Jesus.
He Tived under the shadow of the Temple at
the centre of lewish life in difficult times
bath religiously and politically.  He was
ealled 1o speak  God's  messages  of
reprimand, challenge, encouragement anid
hope throughout his life. At that time, therc
were no books as we know them, but
[zuinly’s teachings were kept alive in a little
community of commined disciples  who
handed  them on  fronn  goneration  to
seneration.  Eventually. when the Hebrew
Seriptures were written, they filled four
scrolls, of which one was called the Seroll of
the prophet Isaiah.  This was the scroll that
was handed to lesus in the synagopue al
Mazareth, one weekend when he went back
home during the earliest days of his public
ministry. Coach weckend of this Advent cur
first reading s Mass is taken from the very
same scroll of the prophet lsaiah,  Such is
the enduring power of the Word of the Lord,
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Dear Editor,

Falling Leaves
Let's all pet out a brush and sweep up leaves
i froml of vur homes. Be peoud of our area.
Show we core. Mavbe save a person from
falling on wet rotted leaves.  Ws good
exercise. let's all trv.

MName aned oefdeesy witle Ecditay
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First Friday
Mext Friday, 7% December, is the First

Friday of the month.  Calls 1o the sick and
housebound on wsual days.

Adoration of the Blessed Saerament
Mext Friday 7" December from 10.30 1o
7.30 p.m. followed by Mass.

51, Joseph's Young Priests Society
Monthly meeting next Thursday 6" in the
C.P. Centre at 8 p.on.

51. Vincent de Papl Christmas Collection
The Christmas collection will take place on
B0 December, Please give generously.

Advent Devaotions
There will be Rosary and Benediction on
Sunday 2™ December at 5.00 p.m.

Cork University Hospital Radio
107.8 F.M., Mass is broadcast at the
following times;

Monday-Friday: 12 noon
Saturday; L2 noon and 7.15 p.m.
Sunday: 10000 a.3m3.

Feast Days This Week

December 3 St. Francis Xavier was onc
of the first Jesuits, A native of Pampelona
in Spain, he studied at the University of
Fariz. 1le went as a missionary to India and
Japan and had extraordinary suwecess in
winning thousands aver to Christ. He died
in 1352 ar the ape of 46 and was made

Patron of the Foreign Missions by Pope Pius
.

December 6™ 51, Nicholas, called the Great,
wias Bishop of Myra in Asia Minor and was
famous for his defemce of the true faith
apainst the Arians and also for many
miracles he wrought.  “Santa Claus” is
derived from his name on account of his
unabtrusive acts of genervsily to voung
people in need, He died around 340,

“Anrnouricernents

FORTHCOMING EVENTS:

I'he Peace Movement is holding a Fond
Raising Concert at Aula Maxima, U.C.C.
on Friday 7" at 745 pm.  Adm. £7.
concessions £5.

Enrolment Week for Glasheen schools
takes place from 3™ to 7" December, Tel
4544750 (B) and 4542294 (G)

Craft Fair on Sunday 9" from |0.00 — 5.00
p-m. in the L' Arche Community, Le Cheile,
Togher Read.  Candles, clocks, woven
goods, Christmes cards, CD racks and many
moTe goods.

MEXT WEEELEND

Mext Saturday, B" December, Feast of the
Immaculate Conception is a  Holyday.
Flease naote the mid morning Mass on
Saturday will be at 1030 am.

MASSES
Vigil Mass Friday 7" at 7.30 pm,

Saturday 8" at 900 am., 1030 am., 12.13
p.m., and 6.1% pm,

Sunday 9" at 200 am., 000 am., 1215
p.m.

God's Word

Readings for Sunday 9" December

First Reading:

1s.11:1-10. The vision of the peace that will
coime when all people warship the one Gaod
15 authned,

Psalm 71.

Second Resding:

Rom. 1 5:4-8, Paul reminds us that the
scriptures were wrilten bo teach aboul God's
pPromises,

Guspel:

ML.3:1-12. Jahn the Baptist's call to

repentance,




