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Christmas 20011

THE ANGEL G.F THIE LORD
APTPEARED TO THEM.

ABY Gl OHaloran

TIHE GLORY OF THE LORD SHONE
ROUND TIIEM.
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SEASONAL SURPRISES

Surprises form  the cornerstone of the
Christmas season. Certainly. the arrival of
the Son of God as @ member of the human
family ook the whole world by surprise and
continuees ta do o 50 much so. that many
people who cefebrate at Christmas do nat
realise the awesome wonder of wha
happened at Bethlehem and continues 0 he
celebrated on the hirthday of Jesus.  The
contemporarics  of  Jesus  expected &
charismatic leader, a saviour of some sort,
but  what actually happened was  so
extraordinary that they refused to really take
it on board.  We con be sa like them in
many ways. but we have been given an
insight into the mystery of a God who loves
s totally that he gives himself to those he
loves by sharing their human nature.  The
Chrisimas surprise is nol only thet Jesus was
born af Mary, bul that, in turn, we share in
the divine Wfe of God himself. We arc
adopred  siblings of Jesus Christ. our
Suviour.  Weare blessed to believe this and
1o nurure it in praver,

We believe. Lord. help the little foith we
have.

The other Christmas surprise is that the
total giving of our Christmas God cvokes
such extraordinary love and gencrosity
among truc believers,  Worldwide, at hame
and ahroad, millions choose the Jesus
aption,  They choose to make room at the
inm of their heaets and their homes Goc the
needy and the incapacitated. for the oulcast
and the rejected. for those without hope or
home. They arc  instruments of
recanciliation and peace reaching ol across
hostile uncharered refationships,

The power of example 15 iceesistible.  The

spicit of Jesws cpables uws to amitate his
example hevond our wildest dreams.  His

expectations for us arc to imitate his style.

The real surprise tor ws and for the world is
when we da just that

Muy our Christmas be Tull of surprises of
faith, hope, lave and praver for ourselves
and all whose |ives we touch. May the Lord
protect. enrich and inspire us as we celebrate
topether the birthday of our brather Jesus,
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Dear Feader.

One of the first Bulleting im 2041 had 5
photopraph of cur 1ree planting — a svmbol
of  urowth. That  growth continued
throughout  the vyear with our  many
contributors — the series om he Lord's
Praver. articles from the Meditation CGroup.
the many commients end Book Reviews
fromm  Madelaine MWerson MacMamara,
articles  from  Arthur ©FCallaghan.  Pat
Baoylan, |.F. and our two voung cantribuars
Damren and Dan on the gift of Life.  Claire
Horgan showed us that gifi in ar.  We have
cnjoved 1he wvaluable learning experience
from the Bible Corner. We are grateful to
them all.

We owe 3 deep gratitude to our Parish
Team for their imspirmg wionds o ux
throughout the year; Fr. Tom Clancy far his
help. suppont and advice,

O behalf of the Bulletin Team I wish wou
a very happy Cheistmas and a peaceful New
Year,

Sincerely.
Irene Connally
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Across Down
1. {loseph set out) to David's town 2. A limb some people like to chance.

called Bethlehem since he was of {3)

-er sor [Luke 2 (6.5) 3. If your feet get so. vou’l] want to
9. Food for really bad actors (3) be on vour travels. {3}
1}, Last eco in change marks the 4. ot mate with this and the game

seashore, {9) rels stuck, (5)
11.  Ofien offered for one’s thoughts, 5. If all our peers have died. docs

hu'E aboul (o become obsolete! (5) this mean to reside in the open air?
13, This one is obvious to the eye, (7) {7
14, Moved at a rate of 24 mm per step, 6.  Beware of the slippery  slope!

(6) : Take this first, (3.7)
6. Seven-year-olds get to use it, they 7. They help themselves instead of

say. (G} being served — but what a weighi
18, True set mixed up. yet given they carry! {11}

respnl1f?1bi][t}r. (T 8. Moment of truth. a very difficult
19 An opinion held, whichever way period, (7.4}

v fook at it. (3) ] 12, Court Ann L. anew, by night. {9)
20, Ark dances thrown into turmoil. 15, Take out a passage from a book.(T)

{9 ‘ _ ) 17. Why the heck let part of this
21.  The purpose is to hit straighi. (3) distract the unfortunate speaker?
22, Not even Solomon in all roval (f]

robes was ... ... one of them. 19 Coming and going, ebbing and

k.12, (New derusalem Bitdes [ T,4) flowing. {5)

21, You nceded a partner to get into

Solutions 1o Parish Office by Monday

i Sareary 2002,

this ancient craft. (3)
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Bethiehem

T hear the name

and for an instant

it evokes

memories of childhood,
of Christmas expectation,
of wonders in the night,
af stars and shepherds,
of kings and angels

of eternity bursting
inte time;

of heaven rejolcing,

and God

50 VEFY HEeqr.

Rethlechem,

S hear the mame

on television news,
place of pligrimage
become a battleground,
symbeol of hatred

arnd division,

Royal David's city
raped and wounded,
buellet-ridden,

no wonders in the night,
no stars, no angels,
and God

so far away.

Bethlehem

then and Row.
Holv can We Cross
the bridge

between the two?
How reconcile

the “little town™
that cradied

the Word made flesh
with all s chaos
death and fear?
Bethlehem,
MCFOCo5m

of a waorid gone mad
and God so far away.

Bethlehem,

House of Bread,
birthplace of One

who called Himself

the Bread of Life.
Hread for the world,
broken for us,

and for all the Bethlechems
that ever wers

oF are.

He Himself

becomes the bridge

and once again 7 see,
but now with adult eyes
eternity bersting

into time,

heaven refoicing

and God

50 Very near.

Pew. Ruth Patterson

CHRISTMAS WEEKEND

CONFESSIONS: Saturday 22*% After 6.15 p.m. Mass:
Christmas Eve - 12.00-1.00, 4.00-5.00 and after 6,13 p.m. Muass.

MASSES: Sunday 23™: 9.00, 1030, 12.15; Christmas Eve: Vigil 6.15 p.m.; Midnight
Mass al 12.00; Christmas Day: 9.00, 1030, 12,13
Stephen's Day and each weekday up to and including Mew Year's Day: |0 am.

Erergency Neher: (087-237 9940




