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How open are we to the unexpected?
Leaving my house in a hurry last week, 1
drove quickly towards my destination.
Stuck in a huge volume of slow-moving
traffic on the Wilton Rd., I fumed and
cursed silently, At the broken lights at
the Sarsfield’s Rd Roundabout, my
CUrses were not quite so silent. But when
I discovered I had left behind in my
house the object to be exchanged, and
hed to proceed to the Kinsale Rd to
double back....|| There at my house,
however, was someone 1 had not met for
a long time, who had come to visit me.
Thirty seconds more, or less, and I
would have missed a valuable hour with
a friend My rush was forgotten, I
thanked God and prayed! Coincidence or
Erwidence.‘? God knows. I didnt. Now I
0.

Visited a hospital recently. Called to
visit two parishioners. Both gone home!
Seemed a waste of time, after lnoking
for a parking space, putting up & disc. ...
(Just barely remember to thank God that
both seem to be o.k.) On the way out,
visitéd the Chapel, Thought I recogrised
SOMEene over in the corner, weeping.
She had been in for a week. Quiet and
shy, very few knew she was there

Lonely, afraid and unwell. But a smile of
peace and calmness as [ left, after a
prayer and a blessing. Chance?
Coincidence?  Accident?  Ask  that
woman if she believes in God's love.

Two small examples from my recent
life. You, the reader, can write the
rest of this front page. How often have
things like this happened to you? If you
believe in God, they make perfect sense.
If you don't, it's all only coincidence
and chance and superstitious rubbish. To
the Believer, there is no such thing as
luck, or chance - all is Providence, if we
are open to it, Lord, open us to the
unexpected!  Surprise us each day,
especially when our plans go wrong!

Help us to be in the wrong place at the
wrong time, and to know that You can
make it all right!

Give us that Faith.

“¥our hand is ever laid upon me Too
wonderful for me this knowledge, too
high, beyond my reach!! (Psalm 138)

Postcard Campaign -

Justice for Asylum Seekers

Please show your support by
signing one of the postcards
available at all Masses
this weekend.
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FINANCIAL REPORT 2004
Fresented by the Parish Finance Commitites

INCOME £
Sunday & Holyday collsctions 127,819
Shrimes 14,080
Benk Interest a4t
Folds, Pamphiets, eae. 1,505
Henls from Groups 5,340
Miscellansona incmme 250
Ciomations 3711
TOTAL INCOME: £ 397
SUMMARY £
EBalanee 11/1/04 (oredity 19,08
Toesome 2004 159 547

Expendituge 2004 134 277

Transtier -
bloimtcnance resetie 30000 [164,2TT)

Wirking Balance [FLA)S (eredit) 14,400

EXPENDITURE

Wages & FREI

Heating &Lighting

2% Lavy to Thocesan Office
Invsieremecs

Parigh Counril

Bulleling, bissalefies, Booklats
Eucharistic: Frocession Fund
Folds, Pamphlueis

Church requisiies

Ttepwmirs and maintcnano:
6% Retirement Leny
Teleplwnes

Bank Charges

bl lamuecng ecperses
Crypt

TOTAL EXPENDITURE:

39,688
12,008
9,911
6,281

11,180
00
1,025
B.645
28,318
T.145
1.472
518
5,083

1,135

€1X,IT7

—

Special Church Collections 2004

CRM.CLC, E440
Holy Plnces £400
Episcopal Comntiesiet €10
Fera {ioel. church boes) E2,550)
Eduocation of Priests £1,146

Peter's Panca
Trdaine

Mission Sunday
Lmirdes Iovalid Fund
Swdan

1,150
£9.075
22,70
£1,150
E7.010
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PARISH ACCOUNTS 2004

The parish accounts printed here show
your confinued penetosity over the past
vear. Many thanks.

We have been able to put €30.000 into the
mamntenance reserve fund,  Up to now,
we have been lucky to have manageable
mantenance costs, bue the heanng system
15 reaching the end of it life and its
replacemnent is being actively investgated.
A% soon as the viable opdons are clear, we
will bring you the detils. It will be
expensive, hence the need for the reserve
fund.

Your contributions to the parish have
been carefully managed and prudendy
spent.

Renewned thanks.

JUST LENT™ 1

"zenuine worship of God requires
social justice”
{Amos 5:8; Micah 6:8)

"The Spirituality of Social Care" was the
title of the lunchtime talk on Ash
Wednesday given by Canon Donal
Linghan, PP. Ballingra, In this
endeavour, he said, the immediate thing
15 being with the person or family in
their need, like the Good Samantan.
How the need occurred does not matter,
the important thing is to be there to help.
‘We must engage with people first before
we can discover ways of helping them.
Christian and other caring organisations
must do something NOW with a
response that is REAL and ACTIVE.
Over the last 20 years many of the
voluntary organisations such as St
Vincent de Paul are devoting much more

time and energy looking to the reasons
why problems occur - for example why
10% of young people are eary school
leawvers.

CORI is analysing the social causes of
poverty among Irish children. Fr. Donal
posed the key question - "Where 15 God
experienced?" He iz mnaturally
gxpetienced in Praver, the Sacraments
and Pilgrimages. God expects us to do
good, but how God is experienced in this
work is not very clear. The whaole
ministry of Jesus is to bring the Good
MNews to the poor, the marginalised and
the broken hearted. The call to human
fulfilment to transform the world follows
from the great Commandment of Love.

Social justice and care must be seen as a
civic entitlement bevond charity, The
Church must co-operate with agencies of
goodwill, as it is only one player in 2
society of humanistic and secular values
and public controls.

“JUST LENT” 3

The next speaker in the lunchtime series
will be Neasa O'Riordan, a long time
volunteer with Oxfam and Fairtrade:

“Making Cork A Fair Trade City”

She will explain how buying Fairtrade
products can directly affect people living
in poverty in developing countries, and
outline the work to meke Cork a
 Fairtrade City and what each of us can
i do to help.

February 23", 1 — 2 p.m., in the Crypt

All are welcome
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We need your input
TAGSTAN MISSION STATEMENT

Applications for the post are still invited.
Job  shanng arrengements  will  be
considered.

Contact: Secretury, Pansh Office.

Same Places Stilf Available
Parish Pligrimage to

Lourdes

Further Information:
Joe Walsh Tours (@ 4277959

Eaile'n Easpaig Gramophooe Circle
Our monthly recital will be given by
Sean Higgins on Wednesday next
February 23™ at 3.00 p.m. in the crypt of
our church at Dennehy's Cross, An
afterncon of delightful music is assured
and everybody is welcome to attend.

EMERGENCY NUMEER

087 - 251 9940

(God’s Word
Readings for Sunday 27" Febroary

First Reading;

Ex.17:3-7. Through the faith of Moses,
God satisfied the thirst of a wandering
people.

Psalm : 94

Second Reading:
Rom.5:1-2,5-8. Our hope in Jesus is not
deceptive. St. Paul tells us why.

xospel:
Jn.4:5-42. The gospel tells the story of
the Samaritan woman who came to a

well and found her life completely
changed,

A Mission Statement is being developed
for aur parish, which will endeavour to
put words on the values and principles at
the heart of cur parish community,

To guote Fr. Tom in & recent Bullctin, a
Mission Statement is ¥at once, both an
inspiration and a guide. [t i5 the
tenchstone by which particwlar actions
and decisions must be fudged. .. To be
effective, it must be owned by us."

This is where YOU come in:

Please teflect on the draft Statement
below, aml on the set of Core Valves,
and during the week, give your views
and sugpestions for amendments, which
will all be carefully considered.

Responses should be marked “Mission
Statement” and either dropped m, or
posted o the Parish Office, or sent by e-

mail to holyspiritparish@eircom.net, by
Monday 28 February

Dealt Mission Statement!

The Parish of the Holy Spiri,
Dennehty's Cross, is our focel faith
community of the Cathelic Church,
rooted In the Gospel teachings aof
Chrixt, drawing life from the Eucharist,

Inspired by the Holy Spirlt, we aim io
five and ceclebrate onr  Baptismal
calling, nourishing and cherishing the
gifts and talents af all our members, so
as fo build a teiely Christian cormmuniiy.

Core Values: Love; Mutuad Respect
and care;  Inclusiveness;  Servicer
Healing; Forgiveness



