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First Reading: Is 49:3,5-6
Psalm 39
Second Reading: 1 Cor 1:1-3
Gospel: Jn 1:29-34
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Recent radio chat shows have highlighted how difficult it is to follow the signage
on the M50 or especially, near the Red Cow roundabout. One driver heading for
Limerick found herself in Bray. Another leaving Dublin urgently found himself
racing back towards the city centre. One way or the other, it seems that in
modern Ireland to follow the appropriate signposts for fulfilled living becomes
more risky.
Whereas last weekend, we had three men, strangers to Bethlehem, finding their
way to a particular stable in that town by following a star. Of all the millions of
stars, one particular one was chosen by God to lead them to his Son. God had
placed a yearning in their hearts to find a deeper meaning to life and to our
existence on this planet than the current wisdom of their culture in their time
suggested.
So, they risked undertaking the hazardous journey of discovery,
resolving to follow their star.
At the beginning of 2008, each of us picks the stars by which we will live during
the year . They may be family, friends, fame, popularity, comfort, money, success,
selfishness, neighbourliness, community service, cuteness, prayer, drink or so on.
It may be that we do not advert seriously enough to the underlying stars that
motivate our life style. We risk ending up where we never wanted to be, or returning to the disaster spots of the past.
It is a time of year and maybe, a time of life to consciously choose again loving
God and one another as the only lifestyle that will satisfy the long term yearnings
of our hearts. Now is the opportunity to hitch our wagons to the star of God’s love
of us and recognise him in the Bethlehem moments of our lives. God’s way of
calling each of us is unique but the destination is the same, to be at home in the
heart of God.
Follow your star. Happy journey in 20008.

Please take a copy of
the Bulletin home
or give it to a friend
or neighbour

Cork and Ross Pilgrimage to Lourdes
11th to 16th June

Booking forms are available in the parish office,
Monday to Friday, 10.00 to 12.30pm.
Forty rooms have been reserved for parishioners at
Hotel St. Sauveur, cost €689 incl.

Email: holyspiritparish@eircom.net

Website: www.dennehyscrossparish.ie

Rest in Peace
Tony Herrick, The Manor, died peacefully on 16th December 2007 at Marymount, lovingly cared for by family and the
wonderful hospice staff. The diagnosis of his serious
illness only a few months ago shocked many near and far,
particularly as Tony was so involved in service to the community, as a perceptive member of the board of management of St. Catherine's School and as a dedicated member
of our local St. Vincent de Paul, where his totally respectful
listening to and care of clients was so much appreciated.
Tony was always a great listener which marked him out as a
great friend and adviser in FÁS and in Fords where he had
worked previously. Of course it is through soccer that he
will be gratefully remembered in many homes locally. Having turned down the opportunity of a soccer scholarship to
the USA, Tony had a long successful sports career locally
and then enriched many young lives when training even the
under 8s. Tony was above all a family man. He missed not
having a brother but he got ten brothers-in-law when he
married Anna, his pride and joy. Tony and Anna were the
first couple to move into The Manor and were there to
welcome all the other residents when they arrived, and
were a cornerstone in building community there. As
Fr. Tom said in his homily when sending him home to God
and to his beloved son Sean, Tony was truly blessed by God
in family, friends and faith. To his wife Anna, his daughter
Mary, his sons Liam and Edmond, his sisters Ann and Mary,
his daughters-in-law Nessa and Eilish, and a huge circle of
family and friends, we offer our sincerest sympathies. Fé
choimirce Mhuire, go raibh sé I gconuí.
Betty Barry-Murphy died peacefully at Marymount on 28th
December, the feast of the Holy Innocents. Betty and her
late husband John were among the first residents in the
newly developed Laburnum Lawn, and there they reared
their six children. Sadly, their domestic happiness was
rather short lived, as John Barry-Murphy died at a comparatively early age, and left Betty a widow for almost thirty
years. She was totally dedicated to the welfare of her
family, and gentle and caring to her neighbours on the road.
Betty was an example to us all in her loyalty to the Mass
and her religious duties. We extend the sympathy of our
community to her family, Barry, Frances, Jimmy, John, Mary
and Denis. They may well remember their mother with
pride.

Notice Board
Bulletins to Parish Homes
Bulletins will be delivered to all homes in the parish next
weekend.
Crypt Bridge Club
Reopens on Tuesday 15th January at 2.00pm sharp. We
hope all our members had a happy, holy and peaceful
Christmas and wish you all a happy New Year.
New
members always welcome.
Bereavement Support Group
Beginning in the SMA Centre, Wilton, on Wednesday 23rd
January at 8.00pm. in room 10. It is open to all people
recently or long-term bereaved. For further information
please call Kathleen at 4544262 or Margaret 4544429.
Found
Gold ring with topaz stone. Please contact St. Catherine’s
National School at 4546868.
Meditation - The Silence of Heaven
On Saturday 2nd February at St. Dominic’s Retreat Centre,
led by Fr. Pat Murray. Places limited, booking essential.
Cost €30 includes tea/coffee, soup and rolls.
Phone
4502520.
Cork College of Commerce
Now enrolling for Spring Evening Courses in Languages,
Business, Psychology, Beauty Therapy, Fashion, Healthcare,
Childcare, Computing, General Interest and Fitness course.
For a free prospectus telephone 4222100 or email
adulted@ccoc.ie or download an application form from our
website at www.corkcollegeofcommerce.ie. Evening enrolment night on Tuesday 15th January from 6.00-8.00pm.
Bishopstown ICA
Resume meeting on Thursday 17th June at the SMA Centre,
Wilton, at 8.00pm. New members welcome.

CHRISTMAS CROSSWORD
A very large number of correct entries were received, and
from these the following names were drawn:
Sheila Higgins, 22 Leesdale
Jack Glynn, Claremont, Bendemeer Park.
We owe a deep debt of gratitude to the compiler of our
crossword and thank her for the entertainment she has
given us every Christmas and Easter since 1989!
Thank you, Portia

