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God’s Word
Readings for Sunday 13th
February
First Reading
Eccles (Sir) 15:15-20
Psalm 118
Second Reading
1 Cor 26-10
Gospel Mt 517-37

CONTACT DETAILS
Fr. Kieran Twomey, P.P.,
4346940
Dean Denis O’Connor
4542972
Fr. Tom Clancy
4347616
Parish Office
4344452
Emergency Number:
087-251 9940

Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time

No.1085

“HAPPY ARE THE GENTLE”

Last weekend at Mass, I showed how one Beatitude in the gospel had surfaced strongly above the others. The thoughts and the emotions it awakened have not gone away. Rather, they continue to keep me aware that
gentleness is a gift God gives to protect, refine and enrich every other gift.
Certainly, without gentleness of heart and mind, every aspect of life is endangered as is life itself.
On every side, there are many reasons for disillusionment with the failure of
those in positions of influence to develop a better society and safeguard the
vulnerable. Anger is widespread. Anger inclines us to condemn indiscriminately. Such blanket condemnation can gradually coarsen us. It can lead
us to a hardness of heart that fosters self-righteousness in ourselves and
that wishes evil on those who have failed us. It is a very short step from
such a destructive attitude of heart to despair. This can lead us to link our
own value and worth with achievement and success and so to despise ourselves when we fail with all the consequences that may bring.
Jesus offers us another way. Certainly, those guilty of individual or corporate negligence need to be held to account for their actions but never demeaned, devalued or ostracised from the human family.
We need gentleness within that flows from Jesus, the one who is weak and
humble of heart. This gentleness is as strong as steel because it is founded
on a realisation that nothing can destroy God’s love for each one of us.
Such gentleness does not need to wish evil on another, to speak the disparaging word, to circulate the calumny. Instead, it strives for what is right
and brings mercy to all who fail including ourselves. It is the gift that protects and nurtures true love.
May the sustaining gentleness of God permeate all our hearts, homes and
lives.
Fr. Tom

Please take a copy of the Bulletin home
or give it to a friend or neighbour

NOTICE BOARD
Lourdes Invalid Pilgrimage Fund
The annual collection will take place at all Masses next
weekend, to help enable invalids to visit Lourdes, 120
of whom travelled last year.
Lectio Divina
We have resumed meeting in the Parish Office on
Mondays after 10.00am Mass.
“Come and See and be a Helping Hand” is an invitation
to young adults 18-35 to join in travelling to Lourdes
with diocese 11-16 June. Cost €550 includes travel,
hotels, meals, special programme for group. An opportunity to share the story of Lourdes and assist with the
sick pilgrims from the diocese who travel with the diocese. Bookings now being taken. Contact Sr Karen
4537601.
Scala Youth Ministry are inviting 16-18 age group to
Taize & Annecy from 12-20 July to include 5 days with
the Taize community in France. Cost €685 includes
travel, hotels in Annecy, stay in Taize, meals. For more
information contact Fr Noel Kehoe 4358800.
Bereavement Support Group
A support group is beginning in the SMA Parish Centre,
Wilton. Sessions begin on Wednesday 16th Febraury at
8.00pm. Room 10. It is open to all people recently or
long-term bereaved. For further information please call
Kathleen 4544262 or Margaret 4544429.
Church Gate Collection
National Council for the Blind 12th/13th February.
C.L.M. Lourdes 2011
Eucharistic Adoration Pilgrimage Retreats in Lourdes,
Choice of dates from May to Sept. (Teams of 12.)
Accommodation at Arus CLM Lourdes and single rooms,
highly subsidised, full board, fare of €450. Assistants,
helpers, volunteers, cooks, priests, etc., all very welcome. Further details from Máire Smye on 023 88
33273 or by writing to: C.L.M. H.Q., South Square,
Clonakilty.
Alzheimer Society Cork Branch
Meeting of the Saturday Club, Saturday 12th February at
Bessboro Day Care Centre, from 2pm until 4pm. Back
by popular demand Chris O’Shea, with a selection music across the decades. Light refreshments provided.
Free admission. All welcome. For further information
contact 4972504.
Four Modern Theologians
Four Local Voices - An introduction to the theology of:
John Macquarrie, Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Phyllis Trible,
Gustavo Gutiérrez, on four Monday nights, 8.00 to
9.00pm. February 7th, 14th, 21st & 28th, at Nemo
Rangers Clubhouse South Douglas Road. Bookings &
queries to Anne Francis 0872282134, Geraldine
Gracie, 450 9574, John Scanlan 4316812 /0861931437.

Email: holyspiritparish@eircom.net

BIBLE CORNER

LET YOUR LIGHT SHINE

To set up one’s own goodness as better than others is a
foolish thing to do. There is no shortage of snipers
willing to shoot at anybody who puts himself or herself
in that position. Yet, on first reading Sunday's gospel,
that is just what Jesus seems to be telling the disciples
to do. “You are the light of the world. Your light must
shine in the sight of all.” But, of course, it is not human goodness, virtue or achievement that Jesus is saying should be publicly paraded, but the goodness of
God, active and effective in the lives of people everywhere.
Faith enables one to see the hand of God in every
person, every situation and every created thing. Seeing all with believing eyes leads us to live in ways that
evoke an appreciation of God’s glory in the hearts of
those around us. To enrich another’s grasp of God’s
presence among us is our greatest privilege. To be an
instrument of God’s blessing to others is to be truly the
light of the world.
Fr. Tom

WORLD DAY OF THE SICK
Friday 11th February - Feast of our Lady of Lourdes - is
designated World Day of the Sick.
This year the celebration will take place at 10.00am
Mass at which we will have the anointing of the sick.
This is a beautiful Sacrament and is available
to everyone.
Vigil lights will be at each door to light for the
intentions of all our sick.
This weekend might be an appropriate time also to visit
the sick, especially those in long term care, in hospitals and in nursing homes. Jesus has said that we will
be judged by our concern for the sick and the suffering.

“I was sick and you visited me”.
Our Lady of Lourdes, pray for us

WEEKEND PSALM
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